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" direct jiocuniary assistftiu'o to tlu! object, and tiuit, except in Hritish (Jnluinliia, he had no
"power to inak<' any tyrant of land for tlie pur; ose.

" He iiad written to the Hudson's May Company, tln'ouj;h whose territories any such
" coniniunieutioii must jiass, to eni|uire what facihties tliey wouhl he ready to attord to tlic^

" unih'rtakin;,'," and suj,'i,'ested " that the <fenth'men associated with AIcsms. liarinj^ and (ilyn

"siiould place theinselves in conniiunication with the Chairman of that Company," and "in
"case of any satisfactory arran.i;enients heinj; made with them. His (Irace would write to the
" (lovernors of Canada and ih'itish Columliia and endeavour to procure for Messrs. liaring and
"(!lyn some concession of land from those (Colonies."

In pursuance of (he forcijoinf,', the Colonial Ottice addressed a letter to the Hudson's Kay
Coin|)any (Annexure 1.'5, No. 4, p. 0), in which occurs this jiassa^e;- - " As, liowever, the
"proposed connuunication coulil only he carri<'d thi'oufjh the t(M-ritory over which the Hudson's
" Hay Company claims riijhts, His (!i-ace tliou<j;h not permittinj.; liimself to douht, from the

"tenour of your letter of the IDtli May, that the Company would ati'oi-d sucli facilities as are
" in their |)owei' for cooperatinj,' in this j,ri-,.at puhlic ohject, would, nexcrtlieless, he glad to

"learn dislinctly whether th<'y would I'oncede a line of teri'itory to any company which men
"of sudi jxisitiiin and chai'acter as those who have signed the enclosed letter might form for

" tlie purj)OHe."

Again, on thi' .'list •'uly, ISfil?, in a letter on the same suhject (Annexure^ 1-3, No. 9, p. 8)

to tht^ Hudson's jiay (Company, the Colonial ( )thce reft^rs to the route of communication as "a
"road through the countiy coni]irised in your charter."

On the 'Jf^th April, I8C.S, (Annexure l."5, p. 13) " Heads of proposals for establishing the
" telegrapliic and postal communication" were submitted to the Colonial OtHce l)y the; Promoters'

Coiiijiany, and iuuongst the terms was- "No. 1. That the Imperial Covernment, the Colonies

"of (yanada, and IJriti.sh (\)Iinnbia shall, within the territories bekmging (o them, grant to the

"Company' (the promoters' Company) "such land belonging to the Crown or Company

"

(('. I':, ilud.son's r>ay Company), "and all sudi i-ights as may be required, iC'C," and No. 3. "In
" case the route shall I'un through Crown lands not v\'ithin the limits of Canada or British

"Columhia, nor within th<' territoi'y claimable Viy the Hudson's l>ay Company, the Company"
((.'., the promoters' t-ompany) "shall be entitled to demand Crown grants to the extent of

"tive scpuire miles foi- every mile of telegraph line with such Crf>wn lands."

Replying on l.st May, ISfi.'i (Annexure l."{. No. 14, p. 13), the Colonial Office remarked :

—

" Article 1.— His Crace se('s no objection to the grant of laud contemplated in tliis article, but

"the 'rigiits' stipulated for, A-c."
" * * * *

"His tirace apjirehends that the Crown land contemplated in Ai'ticle 3 is thi^ territory

" lying between the Eastern Jloundary of British Columbia ano the territory purporting to be
"granted to the Hudson's Bay Company by this charter."

" His (jlrace must clearly explain that Her Majesty's Covernment do not undertake, in

" piM'forniance of this article of the agreement, to go to the expense of settling any (juestions

" of disputed boundary, hut only to grant land to which the Crown title is clear."

In connection with this remark by the Colonial Office, it may be conveTiient to note here,

that on the '20th July, 1803 (Hansard, 3rd series, vol. clxxii., p. lOil'J), Mr. Wyld asked the

Under Secretary of State for the Colonies, if Her Majesty's Covernment had signified their

intention to grant 1,000,000 acres of Crown territory traversed by a proposed telegraphic line

between Canada and British Columbia; if the Covernment had determint^d in which district

the grant was to b(^ made.

Mr. Chichester Fortescue, in replying, stated (Hansard, vol. clxxii., p. 1053):—"The
" district to which .'-he (|uestion of the Hon. gentleman referred, if it existed at all, lay between
" th(^ western limits of the boundary claiuied by the Hudson's Bay Company and the eastern
" limits of British Columbia. It was probable it would be under the Covornmeiit of Canada,

"as it was separated from British Cohnnbia by a mountain chain."

Mr. Fortescue is understood to refer here to the part of the line which it was contemplated

might leave Rupert's Land before reaching British Columbia in order to strike the Rocky
ISTountains at a convenient pass, and thi!n fclie route would necessarily pass through territory

included in neither Rupert's Land nor in liritish Columbia.

In Parliamentary Papons, 438 of 1863, No. 14, p. 14 (Annexure 13), it will be seen that,

under date Ist May, 1803, Mr. Fortescucs addros.sed the promoters of the Telegraphic Oonipany,

Baying:—-"His Grace takes it for granted that if the Imperial Government and that of British
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