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By the Ut. Hon. W. E. CIi-aikstone, M. P.

Sonne Remarks on his repbj to Dr. F'uid.

As a listener t'rum across the broail Athuitic to tlie clash of arms
in the combat between Colonel In;;ersoll and Dr. FicM on tlu' most
momentous of all subjects, I have nut the jMi-suiuil know K-tlnrt; which
assisted these dou<^dity champiMns in niiikiiiL,^ )-eci}>i-i)c-al acknow-
ledgments, as broad as couM Im- desii(Ml, with i"et"t ri iice to pt;rs(jnal

character and motivt.'. Such acknuwledi^ments an- of hinh value in

keeping the issue clear, it not always of all adventitious, yet of all

venomous matter. Destitute of tlie experience on which to found
them as original testimonies, still, in attempting j)artiii!ly to criticise

the remarkable Ht'ply of Colonel Ingrrsoll, 1 eui b(»tli .icecpt in good
faith what has iteen said l»y Dr. Field, and ;i,dd vhat it seems to me
consonant with the strain of tlu' pages I hnv.- set bef(jre me. Having
said this, I shall allow myself the utmost fi-eedom in remarks, which
will be addressed exclusively to the matter, not the niiui.

Let me begin by makin<j several aeknowle(lgnients of another
kind, but which 1 feel to be serious. Tlu' Chi-istian Church has
lived long enough in external tiiumph ami pros[)erity to expose
those of whom it is composed to all such pei-ils of error and mis-

feasance, as triumph and prosperity brinu' with them. Belief in

divine (guidance is not of necessitv belief that surh iniidance can
never bt^ frustrated by the laxity, the intirmity, the peversity of

man, alike' in the domani of action ami in the domain of thou<Tht

Believers in the perpetuity of the life of the Church are not tied to

believdng in the perpetual health of the Church. Even the great

Latin Communion, and that Communion even since the Council of

the Vatican in l.STO, theoretically a<lniits, or does not exclude, the

possibility of a wide range of local and partial eri'or in opinion as

well as condu'ct. Elsewhere the admission would bo more un-
equivocal. Of such eri-ors in tenet, or in temper and feeling more
or less hardened into tenet, there has been a crop ahke abundant
and multifarious. Eiich Christian party is sufficiently apt to

recognize this fact with regard to every otlier Christian party;


