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ualiaui accounta for the rapid iucccM which it m*de.

I'liey believed that he w i alwaya proBent with them

fiyhtiug their battles ag. ' Paganism.

But the Jeaus of our c , s shut up in Heaven with

the Father behind walls, tad the Church holds the

keys to the gates of this niau-made Utaven. And they

liave buried, and they continue to bury, true spiritual

religion beneath volumes of nietaphysieal arguments

and ecclesiastical verbiage. No one to-day believes m

the Bible as our forefathers believed in it—as the in-

spired word ol God. That belief is dead. .And it is

a short step from a dead Bible to a dead Uod. .Vnd the

God of the Christian Church is a dead God, buried

within his wall-girt Heaven, millions of miles away.

At tile Reformation, Protestantism appealed to

Ifeasou against the superstitions of liome, and set the

IJible down as the foundation stone upon which Uea-

son should rest. But they soon broke up into a mul-

titude of sects, each writing its own l^recds and Cate-

chisms. Bitter enmity and strife took the place of

the one orthodox Church. The Episcopalians hated

and persecuted and murdered the Presbyterians, and

they, when they had the power, returnett the compli-

ment. It was the old story of bigotry and intolerance

towards the opinions of others. "When you have th*?

jjower. it is your duty to tolerate me, because I am in

the right, and when I have the power it is my duty to

persecute you, because you are in the wrong," This

was and is to^ay, the spirit of Protestantism. But

the goddess of Reason refused to be bound to the new

tyrant of Protestantism, and ske reared a new templ«

to herself and called it Agnosticism, and she opened

fire upon the old temple, and made it uninhabitable

for intelligent men. A most unfortunate step for

Protestantism was this appeal to Reason.

A new John the Baptist haa arisen, and he preachee


