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THE COMMERCIAL.

Aunual Meeting of the Commereial
Travellors' Association,

The annnal mesting of the Northwest
Commerci vl Tiavellors’ assoviation of Canada
was holl satirday ovenivg, Dec., 24, in the
buard of trade rovtns, Wiampeg. President,
J. Y, Gritlin, ocenpied thochair. T'hore wore
also presont Vice-president A. S, Binos,
Treasurer J. Mundie. Seeretary J. M
U Loughitn, Directors M. W. Rublee, H.
Bruce Gordon, A. L. Johustone, L. C. Mac-
Intyre, J. C Gillespie, aud over forty active
travellers. ‘Tho minutes of last mosting were
reat and ailopted, The president appointed
H. B uco tirdun, k& W. Ly, and A. Harper
as scrutineers and while the batluts were being
counted the following roport from the otlie s
and directors was read.

Gantlomen,—In presenting the thirteeuth
anrual report, your directors have much
pleasure in referring to tho continued growth
of the membership of tho association and also
that our resei've fund isstill inc~easing. Our
relations with the railway companies continue
to be the most pleasant and satisfactory. A
committeo from this board interviewed Mr,
Wm. Whyte, general superintendent of the
westorn division of the Canadian Pacific Raul-
way company, in the month of Jabuary in
reference to permission for our members to
utilize the freight trains in travelling; and
we are pleased to be wile to say that our
offorts have at last been successful and our
members now enjoy this privilege. When
interviewing Mc. Whyte at this time hein-
formed the committee that he pruposed going
to Montreal in a few days. We took this
opportunity of consulting with him regarding
a 1,000 mile ticket or a 23 cent. rate. This
matrer was thoron:hly discussed and all
matters of detail gone into very carefully,
and your directors can safely say our argu-
ments in favor of this were well advanced by
members of the committeo, and we feel safein
saying that Mr. Whyte's sympathies were
with us. Og his return from Montreal he
said thatat present they could not accede to our
request in the iatter of reduciug the rate
of fare to 2§ cents; but we still have
hopes that in the near future the rail-
way companies will meet our views in
this matter. We are now rarryiog,
through the Martuary Benefit, insurance o
the amount of $12,416.93. Duaring the past
year, we ave pleased to say, there has been
no call upoan this fund. Yourdirectors have
to roport 0.4 the master of the claim against
the London Guarantee and Accident [nsur-
ance company for the amount of the accident
insurance upon the Iife of the late C. F.
Church. This 3uit has caused your directors
a great deal of trouble and anxieiy during
tho pust year. However, we feel we have
been well repaid. in that we have come out
successful.  Judgment was delivered in our
favor by Justice Bain, carrying costs, An
appeal was then made to the full court, and
Justice Biin's jndgment fully concurred in.
The Accident company then appealed to tho
Sapreme Court, and no doubt, the fact of
your directors showing every willingness to
fizht the matter ot u matter what it cust,
wgs largely instrumental in prompting tho
company in offering to settie the matter outof
court. Propositions for settlement were made
to us, which did not meet your directors’
views, and after conside able delay, the Ac-
cident company withdrew their appeal to the
Supreme Cuurt and paid the judgment in full
with interest- and taxable costs,  This suit
has cost the association §281.69, but it must
be gratifying to every member to know that
it was brought to & successful issue. Mrs.
Church very kindly offered that the amount
of oxpense, $281.69, be deducted from the
$1,000, bat on tho upanimous vote by your
directors, it, was deci led that she be paid the
81,000 in full. 'We have much pleasure in

informing you that our contract with "o
Mauufacturers’ Accident [nsurauco company
has been carried out to tho vary letter, aul
that <evoral small claims which were maae
upon them by a fow of our momber<. have
been promptly and satislactorily sottled Weo
alsn bog to roport, that we have just clovad a0
contract with this company for another yerr,
and wo are plea<ad to <y, withoat any doabr,
on the moss favorable teems that this awvei-
ation ha~ ever yot had tho privilege vrenjy

Your director~ are ploased to report vn the
vory flourishing condition of ou British
Columbia branch, It has certainly advanced
wonderfully fast  ‘The intore«s of the a«s»-
ciation there have beon looked after this year
by A. R. Tufts. loecal secratary , Joha W,
Gatter, local director of Vancouver; and A

Roubertson, local director of Victoria. And
with a mombership there in 1893 of only six
membars, and in 1895 fifty-eight membors,
you will readily observe that our intorests
have been well lovked after by those gentle-
men, Theannual celobration of the coming
year is to be much tho same as last year.
At the annual meeting for nominatwn of
ofticers it wa~ decided to hold & conver<azione
and ball, and tho directors with the cele-
bration comntittee, have secured tho best
available talent for the entertainment. The
coaversazione will be held at the Manitoba
Hotel, on the evening of Thursday, Dae. 26,
and as thereare a number of entertainments
of a similar kind baing held beiwoen now
and the end of the year, it is specialy
asked, that every member make a special
effort to not only attend themselves, bat to
see that sil their friends are provided with
tickets: and let every rmember start out now
with a firm determination that he will make
Thursday evening, Dec. 25, one of the most
ciyuyable iu the history of the asseciation.
Your directors have arranged for the coming
year tha- a leather cover shall accompan,
each certificate issued to the members. Iu
retiring from office your officers and dir .ctors
have to express their satisfaction at the
maunner in which the members have carriod
out the spirit of the by-laws in their entirety,
there being no complaints of any violation on
their part from any source, FProsperity has
atteuded us daring the year, and as the out-
look for alt kinds of business is much more en-
couraging than it has been for the past tiwo
year~. It is our sincere wish .hatevery moem-
ber may get hisshare, and that our association
may continue to prosper.

Aftor discussion of the report, it was
adopted withous change.

‘I'he members were much pleased with the
fullowing report of the treasurer, which on
being read was adopted .

Gentlemen.—The success which has atten-
ded our associution daring the past year is
again & matter of congratulation. Oar
mombership now cousists of the following:
Active 295; honorary, 20; and honorary
life, 3 ; making a total of 820. ‘Thero weroa
number of applications for loans duting the
past year, which bave been doclined by the
board because security offered was notaccopt~
able to the directors. The current bank
account of the association is now transferred
to the Molsons' bank. The interest collected
during the past year amounted to $673.80,
and there aro arrears on mortgago of interest
unpaid 8232.0). Daring the year ourassocia-
tion received thesecond, third, fourth and fifth
dividends from the Commercial Bank of
Manitoba 18415,42), thus reducing the claim
of the association against the Commercial
bank by that amount. The balance of the
funds is on deposit 1o the Molsons' bauk, and
that portion upon deposit receipt drawing
three and one-half per coent interest. It is
very gratif, ing to know that our funds
coutinue to show & stoady increass, the
balaoce on hand at the end of this year
amounting to $14,818,86 in assets, which
shows an inoreaso over the bazlance of last

year of 8201253. There are no unpaid
accounts. ‘lhe books and vouchers have
boon duly aundited. and the auditors report is
submitted with statement. [ have to thank
tho secretary for the groit assistanco ho has
rondered me, thereby lightoning my = wk to

a larae extert  Upon retiring fr 1 the

honorable position ol tresurar, I caunot do

81 without. thanking the directors for the

courtesy they extended to mo while a mnembeor

of that hoard, Troating tho association may
continuy to iacrea in memborship and
fuuds,

Moved by A L. Tohuston, =ccoudol hy 8,
S. Cammns:  ** \Whereas we belisvo that the
timo has arrived whon the commorcial travel-
lors of Canad should enyoy lower pasenser
rates from the ratlway company west of Sud-
bury, and the various branch lines in Mani-
tobr aud che Nurthweit Territories. and to
that eud a committes beappointed, consistin
of the prasident, vice-president, treasuror an
sscrotary. as elected for 1893, with the mover
and ceconder, to colleet and formalate evi-
denco bearing on this question, and fory ard
a copy of the same to tho different commer-
cial travellors’ associatiuns 1n Canada, re-
qusting their respective boards of directors to
appoint & delegate from each association to
act with a delegato appointed by our board of
directors for the purpose of waiting on the
Canadiau Pacific Railway company in Mont-
real at as early a date as can bo arranged, to
abtain a reduction in passenger rates asafore-
said. for tho benefit of the commercial travel-
lors of Canada, That this meeting request
the board of direstors for 1896 to appoint sach
delegate, and that the necesary travelling
oxpense be paid out of the general funds of
the association.”’

Mr. Johnston in muving the above resolu-
tion showed that a vraveller from Montreal or
Zuronto in buying & through tioket to Van-
couver or Pacific coast points paid about 2}
cents a mile, while & ticket from Winnipegto
the same point would cost over three conts a
mile and from the views of the different
travellers they felt that the association should
have a 1ate of least 2% cents a mile, or a 1.000
mile ticket for $25.

Mr, Johnston’s motion was carried unani-
mously.

A resolution wa passed thatthe now board
of dircctors appoint a committos of thres
mombers of the association, whose duties shall
be to report upon needed improvements in
hotels a:..d liveries. ‘Theidea is to divide the
territory into three districts, and have one
travellor in cach district, ono who is travel-
ling the ground regularly, to report to the
secretary any needed improvements. Also
that & committee be appointed to wait on the
provincial government, to suggest the advisa-
bility that the license inspector be instructed
to invostigatr very thoroughly the samitary
conditions of ¢very licensed hotael.

Tho scrutineers having completed the
countingof the ballots, the president announc-
od the following as the board for the ensuing
year: .

President. —A. S, Binns, acclamation.
Vice-President.-—A. L. Johnston.
Treasurer.—L.C. Maclntyre, acclamnation.

. Secrotary.—J. M. O’Loughhn, acclama-
tion,

Board of directors,—J. A. Lindsay, K. Mec-
Konzie, 3. W. Rublee, I, W, Drowry, T. H,
Locke, G. F. Stephons, J. B, Perse.

After votes of thanks were psssed to tho
rotiring ofticers and board, the auditers, the
scrutineors, the Consolidated Stationery
company, for tho use of the office for the
meoting of the board during the year, the
secrotary of theBritish Columbia branch, the
weeting adjourned,

A bozx of cigars was distributed among Tho
Commorcial staff on Christmas over from
Bryan and Leo, cigar manufacturers, of
Winnipeg, for which tho boys are grateful.



