
Scener in~ a French Prison. 6

those were doomed to witness, whose bodily vigour was more
tenacious of life.

A smali building be-hind one ai the wings of the prison, which
seemed formnerIy ta have been appropriated for a cow-house, %vas
now set apart for a temporary reception of the dead titi they were
remnoved for burjal. Neyer shali 1 forget the appalling sensation
1 felt, and which pervaded the prison, when this ante-chamber of
death tirst received its guests. A chili of iarror came over every
spectator, as he teheld the bodies of his coinrades laid out in tbis
gloomy receptacle, wvrupped up in sheets or blankets,--the aniy
tiubstitute for a coffin wivhch could be procured for any one,-
whilst a sad presentiment seemed to, seize upon him, that he ivas
looking upon the circumstances in which, after a feiw weeks, or
even days, he was himself perhaps destiried ta lie. The dead-
cart nowv began ta pay its regular visits, every second day, ta tbis
transient, abade ai thie corpses, for the purpose ai removing thein
for burial.

After saine turne an adjoining building was- converted inta an
hospital, into wvhich saine of the warst cases were removed fram
the general prison. lifere, indeed, the provisions were consider-
ably better, but the patients were seldoin admitted tilti the spark
of life had sunk ton, low ta, be capable of resuscitation. Soon,
however, the haspital was too strait ta receive a tithe ai the pa-
tients wha were daily falling a prey ta the ravages ai disease, ren-
dered now more desolating than ever, by infection, ini the crowd-
ed raaws in which, we wvere obliged ta lie. Not only did the mor-
tality rapidly increase, but the disease itself assumed a mare ter-
rific character. lnstead af the languor qnd exhaustion vvhich be-
fore quietly extinguished life, a raging fever now aggravated and
exasperated aur f'ormer maladies. Under the paralysins af the
fever, it was dificuit ta prevent the patients from destroying them-
selves. Lastances of tbis kind, nat a feiv, actually accurred.
Saine duringîtie night threw theinselves out of the windowvs, and
wvere faund in tbç morning lying on the pavement, the most hide-
ous spectacles ivhich disease and death cao passibly present;
whilst athers were found ut the bottam ai a deep well which 'vas
in the prison-yard! As the 'vinter advanced, the mournfulneês af
cur condition was proportionably increased by the length and
darkness ai the night, durir.g which we were not allowed the use
of a candie in any ai aur roams ; the anly light permitted being a
srnall laup at the head ofieach ai the stairs. Ait the offices oi
kindness, therefore, needed by the sick and the dying, were ta
be performed ini the clark. Ofteri did the drenriness ai the night
clraiv a veil over the last agonies of our cairacles, which only the
Iuorning light removed, presenting us, at the saine turne, with their
ghast' _ corpses. If occasion required any one ta go into the yard,
be %vüaj likely, as he groped his ivay, ta stumble aver the dead
body ai some one ivho had crawvled out ai his room for air, and
-lied in the passage; or oi one which had been placed there for
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