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Hl. Scope of power con,#deired ivit& reference to official expres. 1
$ions of opi#aioet.

The specifle prtnouncements, judicial and ministerial, which
bear upon the question are not har-monious. B~ut the preponder.
ance of authority seeins to be distinctly in favour )f the con-
clusion iwhich is indicsted'by the considerations referred to in
the foregoing paragraphe. It le an extremeoly sîgniftcant fact
that ail the utterancos whieh sustain that conclu&ion hav'e
cmianated froni mien %vho were conversant with publie affairs at
theà timec when the B3ritish North America Act was passed, arid
nxay therefore be reasonably prceuxncd to have posseased an
accurate knomledge of tho views of its framers withi regard to
the meaning and abject of the clause under discussion.

lu the Goodlne6 Case (1873), 19 Grant, p. 385, it ivas ob-
served by Chief Jistice Draper, with reference to am .Act whieh
purported to alter a testarnetitary disposition of property:

"If. f roin oversighit or any other cause, provisions shoulci
bc inserted of an objectioxiable character, such as the
deprivation of innocent parties of actual or even posisible
interests, by retroactive legislation, such bills are still subject
to the consideration of the Governor-General. who , as th e
represcntative of the Sovereigri, je entrusted with authority,
to which a corresponding duty attaches, to disallow any law.

Sý1 ý contrary to reason, or to natural justice in equity.''
In Leproion v. City of Ottawa (1877), 4 IJ.C.Q.B., p, 490,

Chief Justice Harrison laid down this broad dtx-trine:
"The powver of the Goverrior-General in Couneil to dis-

alloe, a Provincial Act is as absolute as the power of the
Queen to disallow a Dominion Act, and is, lu case, to be
the resuit of cxercî.se of a sound discretion, for ,vhieli exer-
cise of discretion the executiv6 Council for the tinie being je,
in either caffer to be responsible as for oCher Acits of execu-
tive administration.'

IT7he Co? )oration of TPhree Rivers v. Sulte (1882), 5 L.N.
334, lansay, J., of the Quebec Court of Queen'Io Bencli (Appeal
side) reriarked:
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