The Interior of a Community-house at Alert Bay

To the Indian—whose ' ancestors
fought the giant sulphur-bottom, sin-
gle-handed, on his own ground, and
invented the Thunder-bird’s wily
beak to trap the foe—skill in the use
of the bow and arrow even to-day is
of far more value than any coffee-
pot ever made! At least the Indian
mind is not hampered by little things !
Marksmanship is still the perfection
of acquirements to him. All his train-
ing hitherto has been along such lines.
It is in his blood. But in these days
he turns his skill to different ends.
He is broad and big in his conception
of nationality now, where forme_rly it
was the “tribe” that was the biggest
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concept of his days. To-day

Bay Indian almost reve}refllzisA 1:1;:
privileges of nationality | 'he Brit-
ish flag means so big a thing to him
that when at death he nqy, consents
to be buried in the groung instead of
being put far up in one of the giant
trees in some old box op trunk made
too short for his six feet unless dou-
bled up once or twice, he usually has
one and sometimes two op three hand-
some British flags set Up over his
grave on a pole O 41 OVerhyy oo tree
—a rich bit of oloUr amopy 1 " dark
green pines, What fajty in the flag
and in ity eonquering ability to drive
away evil spirits! Day anq night, year



