
INTRODUCTION.

'fimunmiii
The experi«nc« derived from the Eog^h

railway syitem abundantly shewa that, at the

outMt of undertakinp so momentous in their

consequences, involving |k lotal.^eyqlutiop in

the internal communications of a country, it is

ofprimary importance that preliminary enquiry

should be made by competent and uninterested

persons, with a view to ascertain the compara-

tive advantages and facilites offered by different

lines, for-*th^fie«onpiri^hment of. the object jn

view. Sikii bLti^pury may^eviot paUic

injury, arising from false steps so likely to be

made in the commencement of new projects of

this kind, as well as individual ,and, natjonal,

loss, a result that has in England too i^ilendy-

attended the construction of new lines; rashly

entered upon, without the necessary informa-

tion as to their necessity or advantage.

X««fOTtvaaiitar result in the contemplated

Northern Railroad, where a faiim««rising from

the selection of an injudicious line, io conjunc-

tion with the fears and doubts as to the success

of railway projects in this country already en-

tertained by a large portion of the people, might

retard our railway progress for the next twenty

years—^to avert such a catastrophe, an inves-

tigation •hould at once be made as to the best

mode . Hi dirtdtint the development of the

means of intercourse to that channel whereby

the greatest advantage tnay h4 obtained at the

smallest outlay* with the greatest possible col-

lateral benefits to internal communication ; tak»

ing into consideration not only the existing

means which the country presents, but also

those viiiich may be antidpftted from resources

which may in future be developed.

With a view to fiicilitate such an inquiry,

the following useful statistical information, of

the most interesting nature as to the condition

and prospects of that section of the country

immfdi^te^y c<^tiguoi|s to tl^ li«ei imposed
for the TorotlW Simcoe aad L«k« Hntqjp Rail-

way, has been compiled from authentic sources,

principally the census returns made to parlia-

ment; t|ierest ^ been collected from many
different' penons/^plkssessing the requisite local

Knowledfge, fr&m witom the facts detailed have

been elicited during an inquiry sedulously pur-

sued, whenever an opportunity presented itself,

for several months post. .The statei^en|fi>t|uis

pbtained have been carefully collated, pre-

vious to placing them before the public. The
pamphlet contains data that cannot fail to prove

highly useful in making estimates, embracing

that most important item in railway receipts

theway traffic, as well as matter which must ne-

cessarily be maturely considered whenever the

attempt shall be made to accomplish that desi-

deiatam, a oorrect estimate of the atiit»iip<Utd

through traffic; all ofwhich is respectfully sub-

mitiad to the public i>y the author.
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