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quent '!X|iliir.iti((iis will revcil ilieir exisiteiice in upon Disco I.slaml and upon thu F.iroi.' Isliuidtt

suffii-icn qiKiiitily t(i justify the ostiibli,«him'nt nl'iiir tlu' cmist of (Jri't'iilatid thus indiciitiiiff the

furruiC'.'H for wi>rkiiij{ thiMii. womlcrful I'connrny <if iiamre, or nithor the ex-

Irou i» of frtquMiit occurriiiiC'.', nototily iu the isttiicu of u bLiulioent IVoviflentiiil desifjii, by

eustern and soulhirii scctiotia of the district uii- which nxioiis deMlitute of timber lire supplied

der review, biif almig its* northern bouridiiry 'with an easily accessible fuel,

also, and on the I'aefie coast, and anionir the Sir Alexander Mackenzie found bitumen fotin-

mounlain rnnjjeH. Indeed I am tempted to be- tainw in tliu valley of the Athabasca, into which he

lieve that a very lar^ji' proportion of the northern thrust polos twenty feet in length without (ind-

part of the continent will ultimately be found to in;; bottom. In Sillinian'.s JfHviinl I find an nc-

be rich in nearly all of the valuable minerals—theieount of usimilar lake of pitch, or bitumen, on

metalliferous districts termimiting only with the Trinidad, ono of tho West India Islands. Silli-

terminus of land. This hypothesis is «tren;;th-;inan says:

ened by rcent discoveries made in (<reenland,| It Is belleveil to h- a snijmcrRPd lied of ve(?etal)lf mat-

which countrv is in reality but a continuation of ler, uiuierKolnpc slow distillation by voleanlc action un-

., ,,, , ,, . . . . 1 IV • . li.rni h. Thin store of bitumen appears to be lne«-
the West.-r.i Hemisphere. An AnKlo-Hani.sh

„^„^^_,,|,. jj.,^,^^.,, with wooaior fuel by tbe Amori-
Company is at this time enfyaged in carrying onjitan titeaniers plyinKon the Orinoco Uiv.T. Mixed with

niininp; o[)erati()n8 tliere, ami ono of the Com-polible.-i a^d s'nul it inakLs excellent pavumunts, and

panv's vessels not lonp since arrived at London «'-oaiul Hoom of hoiws. With ten per ce- t. of roainoll

, : L 1 1 11 •
J- LI ,, it malies KO(.d pitch for !-lilps. The Karl of Dundonaid

havi.ifr onboi.rd valuable specimens of black
;,^^^^ p„^^,,^^^.,, ,^ ,^,^^.^ „f .,; ,^^,^,„ „f ,t_ ^„,, ,„^^ j„,,„^,

leail, plunibi;,'.), silver, lead, cojiimt and tin ores,
' ^,,1 i.xpcriiaentH 'o discover, if possible, some means l'>r

native Sliver, li;;nite and coal. The presiinip-.maiunK it a substitute for India-rubber and Kutia per-

tion is by no means an unwarrantable one, that^'''*
water-proof or vulcar,ized fabrics ; and he has al-

. ,, ,, ,, ,. 1 ,, .ready niude Hoiiie vuicanizjd cloth, which, from appear-
Con;re„..rs of all the ores discovered in (.reen,.^„^^.^_

i,.,j^ ^^.^ „f f,„^^^. ^^^^.^.^^

land exist m groater or 1l-.ss quantity upon the; xhus, when this vast country comes to be
continent, also. That some of them do isa welllpe„pied, not only will good soil be found there,

established fact.
\\i\\i material, in fjreat abundance, for fuel and for

But to return from the field of conjecture, I jinauufacturiiig purposes. Think of a manufac-

remark in the next place upon the existence of jtory, away up there on Athabasca River, aend-

coal in a large portion of the country. FranchereliniT down vulcanized fabrics made from these

\ and Gov. Simpson sjieak of its outcropping atibi'.uniinous fountains, and competinpf with the

j
difTerent places ou the Saskatchewan. Lewis India Rubber and gutta percha water-proof

I and Clark saw bituminous coal between Fort
|

clothing of Horace II. Day & Co., of New York !

Chirk and the falls of the Missouri River. Cul-j Lead has been found in the Cascade Moud-
bertson also saw coal in tho same localities. Itains, And the Indians of that region have of-

Wyeth saw large quantities of it on the Yellowiten brought into the posts of the Hudson Bay
Stone. Gov. Stevens' party found the whole Company platiua and silver ore—though they

country from the falls of the Missouri westward have never revealed the locality in which they

to the nuiuntains, nearly five hundred miles, tin- jprocure it. Gold has recently been discovered

derlaid with lignite. Bmineville speaks of re-lat Fort Colville, and men wholly unskilled in

gi(ms among the mountain.s near the head wtiters the occupation have taken out from ten to twen-

of the Yellowstone, which abound in anthracite'ty dollars per day. Fort Colville is in the Bit er

coal. In fact, coal has been traced along thelRoot range of mountains, in 48° 45' north lati-

47th parallel of latitude for a distance of nearly

ten degrees of longitude, with a southern out-

crop, rendering it more than probable, when
considered in connection with the discoveries of

coal in the Saskatchewan, the Athabasca, Mac-

kenzie's River, and Great Bear Lake, that a coal

field of greater extent than any other in the

world exists in the western half of the district

of country included in our subject. Further ev-

idence is found to support this hypothesis in

the discoveries of coal nearly all around the

northern rim of the North American continent

by the captains of whaling vessels, and by the

hardy explorers who have tempted the Arctic

tude. The discoveries already made indicate

the existence of an extensive gold-bearing re-

gion in Washington Territory ; and it is not im-

probable, that the entire chain of Western

Mountains, from the Gulf of California to the

mouth of Mackenzie's River, will ultimately be

found to contain deposits of this precious metal.

The most extensive systems of salt springs

and lakes abound in this region, in dilFerent loca-

lities, both within the American and the British

Possessions, and in some districts the mineral

itself is found in great purity and abundance.

Considering thu vast amount of miuvrals al-

ready discovered, with scarcely any scientific ex-

seas in search of a northwest passage, by the ploration, the hypothesis is by no means an un-

presence of both coal and lignite in Greenland,
I

reasonable one, that no portion of the continent
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