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III (li'ilicfitinjr tliis viilniiic (u yciii, liy tlio piitriarcliHl title of Kosinax. tlic

liijilii'Nt term known to tlio Ifxico^'riipliy of the Iiuliini trilx's li)r iKtIitical sovcrciiintv

.

null yot 11 word wliicli is intinmti-ly iiM^oriati'il. in tlicir niiml,-. willi all tli.' ol)ii;;alions

nnd I'lidcarnKiits of tin- fatlit>r of a family, I advert to tlio doulile tie liy which

the iihorigines re^.-'ard you as Uk' Fatiiimi or tiik I'nio.n.

It is hut little over three-fourths of a century since these trilnrs have liecn the

l>ecniiar ehar;;e of American Kxeeutive and FiC^Mslative care. Too loeblo in themselves

to exert a [irudent or wise uh> of their [lower without lejial tutoraLM', yet Iiavin.i;' had,

at all |)c>rio(!s, larjre suiierlluous territories to cede and alienate, thereliy rising to the

rank of independoMt conummities, they o-cupy an anonnilous |K)sition in our relations.

On the «.ne hand, lx>ing deemeii as wards ol' the government; anti, on the other, as

(/ii((si I'oreiLMi nations.

They have occupied this peculiar position from the days of Washington. Nor have

the most timely and persevering en;>rts Injen wanting ^ > fullil these diverse duties

faithfully. Not only has the government directed its hest eflbrts to this end. I.ut

it has, from its inception experienced the full concurrent moral and Itcnevolent

induences of the community. Yet it must he acknowledged, on a review (.f the

whole period of our propimpiity to this race, that the means employed to elevate them

in the scale of nations have often measurably, and often totally, failed.

This is not attributable, I apprehend, to the want of zeal, constancy, or faithfulness

in enforcing on the Indian mind the superiority of our laws, arts, industry, or religion.

There is rea.son to fear, that with every ell'ort to render them wiser, happier, and lietter

— to snatch them, as it Avere, from their fate, and to exalt them to the golden sunlight
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