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Sir Bichard Bonneycastle says :

—

" As soon as the Bed Indian began to appropriate his inva-

der's goods, so soon did his invader use the strong arm against

him ; and for two hundred and fifty years he has been con-
sidered as the fair game of the hunter, the furrier, and the rude
northern settlers, until his being is now a mystery, or of the
things that were.

" They inhabited, from the first settlement of Newfoundland,
chiefly the north, north-eastern, and north-western parts of the

island, in the neighbourhood of Fogo and Twilingate Islands,

and about White Bay and the interior, making latterly sudden
incursions to the fishing stations, and sparing no whites they
could surprise. Chappell says, they were so dextrous that
he was told by an old fisherman in St. George's Bay, that

he, with a party, had once got near enough to some of them to

hear their voices ; but upon rushing towards them they found
* the natives gone, their fire extinguished, the embers scattered

in the woods, and dry leaves strewed over the ashes,' and such
was the state of fear in which they existed, that the very sight

of a pointed musket, or fire-arm, was sufficient to appal them.
" In 1760, an attempt was made by Scott, a master of a ship,

to open a communication with them. He went from St. John's
to the Bay of Exploits, where he built a small fort. Here he
had an interview with them, but, advancing unarmed, he was
murdered, with five of his men, and the rest fled to their vessel,

carrying off one of their comrades, whose body was covered with
arrows, from which he died.

" At length the Government offered rewards for the capture

of a Bed Indian, or Boeothic, as they called themselves ; and,

in 1804, a female, who was paddling in her canoe towards a

small island for birds' eggs, was taken by a fisherman, of the

name of Cull, and brought to St. John's, where she was kindly

treated by the Admirsd, afterwards Lord Gambler, and sent

back with presents to her tribe. She admired the epaulettes of

the officers more than anything that was shewn her, and would
never part with her own fur dress, although clothed hand-

somely.
" Dr. Chapell, in his work, published in 1812, having ob-

served that it was said that this woman had been made away
with on account of the value of the presents, which amounted


