
2 BRYDONES TOUR.

a ihort time found thsmfelves in the middle of
the Bay of Naples, furrounded by the mod beau-
tiful fcenery in the world.

This bay is of a circular figure^ in mod places

upwards of twenty miles in diameter. The whole
of its circumference is wonderfully diverliiied by
all the riches of art and nature ; fo that there is

fcarcely an objc6t wanting to render the fcenc

complete. Here is an amazing mixture of the

ancient and modern. Palaces reared over the

heads of other palaces, and former magnificence

giving way to prefent folly. Mountains and
iflandsy once celebrated for their fertility, chang-
ed into barren wafles, and barren wades into fertile

fields and rich vineyards. In fbort, nature feems
to have formed this coaft in her mod capricious

mood, and to have devoted it to the moil unlimit-

ed indulgence of whim and frolic.

After contemplating this iingularly delightful

profpeft till fun-fet, the wind fprung up, and
they foon found themfelves off Capre, about

thirty miles diftant from Naples. The night was
very dark, and the dreadful eruptions from Vefu-
vius alone relieved the gloom.

On the 17th, after fpying Strombolo, by de-

grees, they came in fight of the reft of the

Lipari iflands, and part of the coaft of Sicily.

Thefe illands are very pi6turefque, and feveral of

them ftill emit fmoke 5 but none, except Strom-

bolo, have for many years had arfy eruptions of

flit. The crater of Strombolo is on the fide of

the peak, whereas, other volcanos generally rife

from the centre. Etna and Vefuvius often lie

quiet for many months, even years j but Strom-

bolo is ever at work, and for ages pad has been

regarded ^s the lighthoufc of thefe feas.


