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whatever, would perfuadc us to countenance the fmallcft

deviation from it in the perfon and adls of thofe we
employ.

Reports having been fpread of great adts of cruelty

and inhumanity being committed by the crews of va-

rious veflels on the coaft of America, in their com-
merce with the natives, we now embrace the earlieft

opportunity of exprefling our utter abhorrence of fuch

hoftile a(fts : we fincerely hope that no perfon or per-

fons in our employ will have caufe to be reproached of
any thing in this kind— adts vvhich we never will coun-
tenance or proteft ; on the contrary, we Ihall ufe every

means in our power to have the perpetrators punilhed ;

we therefore mofl particularly order, that, in the courfe

of your command, if any perfon or perfons whatever

in our employ Ihall commit any murder on the natives

of America, or on others, that you feize the offenders,

and put them in irons, and fend them to the agents in

China, in order that they may be brought to condign
punifhment; We are here neccflitated to dwell on this

fubje(5l, from the flrong reports of fuch atrocious afts

being committed, which are at once not only deflruc-

tive of the commerce, but of every fentiment of hu-

manity ; we recommend a fteady purfuance of a mild
condu6t, as the only means to cultivate the good will

of the natives, and draw them within the verges of ci-

vilifed life.

We recommend to you, if poffible, to form a treaty

with the various Chiefs, particularly near Nootka. \{

you happily accbmplifh this, you at once become pof-

fefled of the furs of a great diftridt with honour and
credit, and without incurring a lligma ; and, if there

is a poflibility of conquering our competitors, we beg
it may be in a mode fo honourable to ourfclvcs as gene-

rofity and humanity, and alfo a ftiitt attention to our

bufinefs.

On the {Irength of a treaty we form confiderable

hopes ; for although at the moment it may not be pro-

dudtive, yet in time it will be found the moft ftable

way of accomplilhing our wilhcs, and gaining the con-

fidence of the Chiefs, who are known to manage the

commerce of their fubjeds ; for this purpofe we have

fupplied
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