
the

Moertaining to what extent the timber and
mineral rMonroes of the country ouptht to
be applied before we should bo asked to
enter into large engagements, snd before we
Bhoul 1 be aeked to enter ou a railway polioy.

Yet these gentlemen do not know to what
extent the timber revenues of the rrovinoe
have gone. I appeal to yon that it would
be but the act of a sensible, prudent man,
laoh as yourselves would do, in the ordinary
every-day concerns of business, to permit the
people of the province, by meansof aoommifi-
!)ion, orinsomeothei way, to ascertain to what
extent the timber revenue and other re-

sources of the province have been squander-
ed, that we should know how necessary it

was for us to husband our resources and say
how near we are coming to direct ta.[ation,

and in order that we may determine how
we are to aid those railway enterprises and
those mineral enterprises that are knocking
at the doors of the AsRembly asking aid and
BBsiatance for their development I think
in refusing that oommisnion this Governmbut
has acted in a highhanded and improper
manner for the interests of the people of

the province of Ontario.

I will proceed now, sir, to discuss

The CentrallEHlion Follcy

of thid Administration. Ever since this

Government has come into power the tend-

ency of its legislation has been bureaucratic,

has been to centre in the Parliament at To-
ronto or in the ei:ecutive having the confi

denoe of that Parliament all power and
authority poRSe^sed by the people. I have

heard Mr. Mowat on the floor of the House
declare that patronage was a nuisance to

any Government, but the Government has

acted on the polioy that patronage should

be used. i.'i respect to appointmentt of

various kinds, you recollect how they have
seized hold of the appointments of divison

court clerks and bailifiTs, of marriage license

issuers, of license inspectors and commissions;
how they have taken the conrol of the edu-

cational system into their hands in order

that they might stretch out this patronage

and power.
Mr. Chairman, and Ladies and Gentle-

men,—I venture t,o say that in this country

the first thing to look to and prevent is the

getting into office of the young men who are

political aspitantfl. This is the policy which,

as the leader of the Opuosition, I enunciated

at the last session of the Local Legi!^lature
;

and I endeavored so far as possible to add
to that polioy that tl;e control of local

matters should be left in the hands of the

people of the locality in which work was to

be done. If that were done, sir, these

scandals and references to the conduct of

public officials from time to time would not

have been made. I also urg^od in the public

interest that the reffistry office of the City
of Toronto, in the County of York, should
not be divided in the interest of the office-

seekers and friends of the Local Government.
Mr. Chairman, I venture to say that the
polioy of the administration of the day has
been to provide means by which their Iriondi
and supporters co .Id

Vattcn at tbe Pabtlc Kxpeose.
I venture to say, and I can prove it, that a
policy, such as this, the policy that I have
outlined, would tend to remove in a veiy
great measure the possibility of these office-

seekers futti ning at the public expense, and
the first and foremost point in that policy is

that as far as possible each 1: cality should
have the dealing with ana control of its own
aiTairs. (Chetrs.

)

THE LICENSING SYSTEM. '
'

A t!i.vHt«>in ol Tyrauny ami Coercion of the
LiQiior Dealers.

x\nd now I begin to speak of another
bra.:'!h of this subject. I refer to the licens*

ing system. I do not propose to-night to
enter u.s fully into this subject as I shall do
upon HOtne other occasion, but I shall en-
deavor tu show, what we all know in regard
to that question, and what every conatita-
eccy knows in regard to that question, that
the licensing system is used as a huge meant
of building up and supporting the Govern-
ment in power. (Cheers.) We know it is

used as a means of teriorizing those engaged
in that business. Why, it was only the other
day thitt a reputable journalof Toronto made
specitic charee* igainst the licensing system
and showed that from one end of the conn*
try to the other these charges oould be
truthfully made and supported by evidence
incontrovertible. (Cheers.) Yon may
say that tliese are only assertions,
these are charges which yon caoQot
prove, but .1 want to tell you in
regard to this matter and matters which
have been lately brought to light, that the
charges cannot adnat of controversy, and I
want to read evidence to you an briefly aa
possible to show how they can be proved.
And I shall read to you first t;he evidence of
the prominent dealers of the City of Hamil-
ton, indicating the way in which the lisensing

system was used. I shall also refer to two
other documents in proof of my position,

showing that the licensing system is made
use of for the purpose of bolstering up the
fortunes of the Government at the expense
of the people of this province. Now, sir,

there was a certain Mr. Lottridge who
brought an action against the Hamilton
Spectator for libel, and in the coarse of the
investigation which took place in accordance
with the powers giren to the judge presiding


