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March.

them. He prefentecl me with an arrow which he had

got in one of the ifles he had found on his voyage

round the world, a voyage that he was far from fufped-

ing we had likewife made. His ihip was very fmall,

went very ill, and when we took leave of him, he re-

mained as it were at anchor. How much he muft

have fufFcred in fo bad a veflel, may well be conceived.

There were eight leagues difference between his cfti-

mated longitude and ours i he reckoned himfelf Co

much more to the weftward.

We expected to pafs to the eallward of the A9ores, Error in the

reckoning of

when the 4th of March in the morning we had fight of <>«" courie.

the Ifle of Terccra, which we doubled in day-time, rang- »769-

ing very clofe along it. The fight of this ifle, fuppofing

it well placed on M. Bellin's great chart, would give us

about fixty-feven leagues of error to the weftward, in

the reckoning of our run -, which indeed is a confider*

able error on fo fliort a track as that from Afcerifion

to the Agores. It is true that the pofiiion of thefe ifles

in longitude, is flill uncertain. But I believe, that in

the neighbourhood of the Cape Verd iflands, there arc

very ftrong currents. However, it was eflential to us

to determine the longitude of the Azores by good af.r.

.

nomical obfervaiions, and to fettle their diftances and

bearings among themfelves. Nothing of all this ij ac-

curate on the charts of any nation. They only diflfer
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