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tlic I':ii<jiucfr Corps, made personal examination of one of tliese

lower Sonris heds lyin<; near the level of the river. aiK cnt

thron^di twelve feet of it hefore reaching; tiie hottoni. '{'he coal

lay between iiidnrated clay strata resemhlin-,' not very remotely
the shales of the true coal measures. 'i"he i:(lmonton coal,

which this .so closely rescml)les. has been pronounced hv practical

experimenters well suited to all domestic and mannfacturin<,'-

purposes. It is not unreasonable to suppose that tiie S«)uris

mines will be promjjtly developed, when tiie railway shall have
opened a [^ath to them, and that the coal, beinj^- distributed over
the network of Canadian Pacific lines, will form a contribution
of incalculal 'e value to the treeless regions of the Northwestern
phiius.
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