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most of those leaders, in a late speech to his 
constituents, “ we can protect ourselves against 
foreign nations, whilst by our productions we 
can command tneir peace or support. The keys 
of their wealth and commerce are in our hands, 
which we will freely offer to them by a system 
of free trade, making our prosperity their inter­
est—our security their care. The lingering or 
decaying cities of the South, which before our 
Revolution carried on all their foreign com­
merce, buoyant with prosperity and wealth, but 
which now arc only provincial towns; sluggish 
suburbs of Boston and New York, will rise up 
to their natural destiny, and again enfold In 
their embraces the richest commerce of the 
world. Wealth, honor, and power, and one of 
the most glorious destinies which ever crowned 
a great and happy people, awaits the South, if 
she but control her own fate ; but, controlled 
by another people, what pen shall paint the in­
famous and bloody catastrophe wfiicn must mark 
her fall ?”

From fourth of July toasts :

‘ The Union : A splendid failure of the first 
modern attempt, by people of different institu­
tions, to live under the same government.

“ The Union : For it we have endured much ; 
for it we have sacrificed much. Let us beware 
lest we endure too much ; lest we sacrifice too 
much. ^

“ Disunion rather than degradation.
“ South Carolina : She Struck for the Union 

when it was a blessing ; when it becomes a 
curse, she will strike for herself.

“ The Compromise : 1 The best the South can 
get.’ A cowardly banner held out by the spoils­
man that would sell his country for a mess of 
pottage.

“ The American Eagle : In the event of a dis­
solution of the Union, the South claims as her

Çortion, the heart of the noble bird; .to the 
ankees we leave the feathers and carcass.
“ The South : Fortified by right, she considers 

neither threats nor consequences.
“ The Union : Once a holy alliance, now an 

accursed bond.”

Among the multitude of publications most 
numerous in South Carolina and Mississippi, 
but also appearing in other slave States, all ad­
vocating disunion, there were some (like Mr. 
Calhoun’s letter to the Alabama member which 
feared the chance might be lost which the Wil- 
mot Proviso furnished) also that feared agitation 
would stop in Congress, and deprive the Southern 
politicians of the means of uniting the slave 
States in a separate confederacy. Of this class 
of publications here is one from a leading paper :

“ The object of South Carolina is undoubtedly 
to dissolve this Union, and form a confederacy

of slaveholding States. Should it be impossible 
to form this confederacy, then her purpose is, 
we believe conscientiously, to disconnect herself 
from the Union, and set up for an independent 
Power. Will delay bring to our assistance the 
slaveholding States ( If the slavery agitation, 
its tendencies and objects, were of recent origin, 
and not fully disclosed to the people of the 
South, delay might unite us in concerted action. 
We have no indication that Congress will soon 
pass obnoxious measures, restricting or crippling 
directly the institution of slavery. Every indi­
cation makes us fear that a pause in fanaticism 
is about to follow, to allow the government time 
to consolidate her late acquisitions and usurpa­
tions of power. Then the storm will be again 
let loose to gather its fury, and burst upon our 
heads. We have no hopes that the jkgitation in 
Congress, this or next vear, will bring about 
the union of the South.”

Enough to show the spirit that prevailed, and 
the extraordinary and unjustifiable means used 
by the leaders to mislead and exasperate the 
people. The great effort was to get a “ South­
ern Congress ” to assemble, according to the call 
of the Nashville convention. The assembling of 
that “ Congress ” was a turning point in the 
progress of disunion. It failed. At the head 
of the States which had the merit of stopping 
it, was Georgia—the greatest of the South­
eastern Atlantiô States. At the head of the 
presses which did most for the Union, was the 
National Intelligencer at Washington City, long 
edited by Messrs. Gales & Seaton, and now as 
earnest against Southern, disunion in 1850 as 
they were against the Hartford convention dis­
union of 1814. The Nashville convention, the 
Southern Congress, and the Southern Press 
established at Washington, were the sequence 
and interpretation (so far as its disunion-design 
needed interpretation), of the Southern address 
drawn by Mr. Calhoun. His last speech, so far 
as it might need interpretation, received it soon 
after his death in a posthumous publication of 
his political writings, abounding with passages 
to show that the Union was a mistake—the 
Southern States ought not to have entered into 
it, and should not now re-enter it, if out of it, 
and that its continuance was impossible as things 
stood : Thus:

“ All this has brought about a state of things 
hostile to the continuance of this Union, and 
the duration of the government. Alienation is 
succeeding to attachment, and hostile feelings to 
alienation ; and these, in turn, will be followed 
by revolution, or a disruption of the Union,


