
could be orally liainlccl (htwn, pun' anJ uiiiinpiiirod, in Icllor and

spirit, ovou liirouf^li one «^on(Mati()ii ; ami if so, wli.it must bo

said as lo all llic lliu'iuatioiis aud clian^^cs of nearly two thousand

vourH. ri'(l(.'r IIm! pr<'cc'diii;j^ disponsutioii, ilic laws and preccpt.s,

givori directly by (Jud liiinseU", wero by tlio divine ('((tnniand, cutu-

rnilied lo wriiiii;^", by Aloses ; and tlio lilv(j coininaiid was jj^iven,

tliat I lie pooplo should be lau{^lit mti of them : atid iliat t;iey should

preserve and consianlly study iIkmu, aii<l lo.icli tlicni dili;^eiilly to

their children thronj;hout all g'ene'iiiions. In the I's.iliijs, Pro-

verbs and otiu*r books of the«c Scriptures, the /a?/", fsiuiu'.rs, and

ff'titimottic!^, are inonlioned aa fully Hulllcient for instrucilou and

ft'uidunce. Ah ref;i;iir(l.s on.- glorious and vasil}' sup 'rior gospel

systeni, divine \visd«)m fo-esaw ihaL tin? irulhs conveyed i»y in-

spired oi'id <eaching, if lefl unr.'cordcd, liinon^x fruil and fallible

men, would incviiably, veiy soon, eiilier bo eniiiely losi, or be

impaired, or totally corrupleil. Divinf? benevole!ico, Iherefore,

so arranged, (hat llie whole of the truths of that gracious sysh.MU

were cofnuiitted lo writing, during th(! same generation in which

they Were taught by our Lord, and his inspired Apostles.

In the New Testament, as in the Old, tlicre are passages show-

ing the perfect sulliciency of the Scriptures as a complete, and (ho

only rule for Chrislian faith and conduct. In reference to all the

Scriptures, it is said in Hum. xv. 4, " Whatever things were

toritlcn aforetime were wrilion I'or our learning, that we, through

patience and comfort of the Scri()lure?, might have hope.' Also

inCor. X. 11, "Now all these things happened unto ihem for

onsamples, and they aic ivn'ltcn for our a<hnon!iion, upon whom
the ends of the world are come." Then, as to the New Testa*

ment (John. xx. 31), " Tliese are ivrillen that ye might lelieve

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that btdieving, ye

niight have life through his name." This go.-ipol alone, contaiufi

nearly every Christian doctrine. As to the book of Acts,

many of the most important doctrines arc clearly set forth in it.

—In Komans xv. If), the Apostle says: "I have written the

more boldly unto you, in some sort, as putting you in mind."

And of what was he putting them in mind, but of the divine trntha

contained in the Epistle, which, as may be seen, contains many of


