Two interesting sidelights, and then T closes 1In
Sendal, government and ouuﬂa+J00—l center of Northern Japan
we found the work being carried on by a young ex-soldier,
He had been converted by a v secretary quTe serving in
Siberia and since that time has been giving his l*Le to the
work. With no “@ste?n training, and with practically no
equipment, he has carried on the work and among other things
has gatkerﬁd nIound him one of the choicest Boards of Direct-
ors I have ever met, which includes among others the Presi-
dent of the local Imperial Un1v9r5¢ty, Cf course what they
are working and praying for is a building - and I for one
should covet the chance to see what this consecrated and
enthusiatic group could do Wlth the help of adequate equip-
ment.

In Nagoya I spent a fas~inating evening in the

home of a prominent Buddhist who had salled together a group
for the purpose of promoting the erestion of a branch of the
Assoclation in his neighborhood as part of the ambitious
ten-unit building program of the Negoya Y.M.C.A. Just one
or two of the group were Christians. Yet these leading
citlizens of Nagoya, which unlike Sendai is a commercial town
of considerable wealth, were eager to do the job alone, with-

out outside assistance I am afrald this fresh proof of
the Vifal¢ty of “hrluulﬂn ty, even among non- Christians,
must have angered some old J penese god, for thoat night we
were treated to the nicest little eﬂrth"ua“r which Japan
has experienced in some yearsl)

Yours sincerely,

W. Birks
Foreign “ommittes




