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more effective. The legisiative process is shorter. Is it not true
that the $65 million we spend for the Senate would be a great
helio create jobs? 1 would like to hear your views, Mr. Speaker.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Klger): 1 thank the hon. member
for Frontenac for his invitation. Time permitting, I could have
accepted, but 1 arn afraid 1 cannot.

Mr. Antoine DuWé (Lévis): Mr. Speaker, I welcome this
opportunity as the inenber for Lévis andi above ail as the officiai
opposition critic for training and youth to report on consulta-
tions I have had carriod out with young Quebecers concerning
the Sonate. They have been moet reveaiing.

Let me explain the context of those consultations. Last
February, young Quebecers participated in a youth Par iamont
experiment. I noticed that one of the motions passed as a matter
of priority concorned the abolition of the Senate. I found that
concern interesting andl, later on, asked a few young assistants to
help me with a survey of yeung people on that issue. 1 feel that
my findings make a suitable follow-up to remarks made by the
bon. member for Frontenac on the point of vlew cf senior
citizens in bis riding.

Wbat do young people think? 1 askod them first of ail what
they thought of people in the Sonate. My first finding is that they
do net know what the Sonate is ail about. Most of them do net
lcnow what it is. Very few of thezn know. 1 wili quote the answer,
sucb as it was, that they gave: "'It is a room full cf eIder people
who cost a lot cf moey te the taxpayers and whose work does
not appear to be useful, in the cyes of young people". Who could
give even an approxiniate numbor of senators without counting
the empty soats in the Upper Houso? The vast majority of young
people, aimost ail of them, did not know that thore were 104
senators. As for determining the composition and the roi. of that
othor place, we can only get an answer by referring te the
Constitution.

A second question that was raised was: "<But who elects these
104 people?"
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These young people wondered, since those~ are not elected
people, howthoy can got involved in various debates, supposod-
ly as ersnaieofteCnda iin.

In Quebec, for young people as well as aider people whoar~e
familier with the Sonate and have road about it, such as young
people who are studying pelitical sineor history, the Sonate
is the Mocca ef patronage, with menthers frein God knows

whrbut wbo surely have goed freds ini higI places. Sorte
young people bolieve that, once thyhave boon appointed,

seaosare the people of Canada who benefit from the boit job

security, because we ail remember that the age limit il
Sonate is 75.

The job situation today in Canada as weii as in Quebe(
precarious one for young people. To thlleu, job socurity
unfamiliar concept. According to Statistics Canada, the u
ployment rate for young people between the ages cf 15 and
17.7 per cent. According te tho Conseil permanent do la joui
ia Quebec, 4 out ef 10 part-timo jobs in Quebec are he'i
young people under 25; part-tume jobs represent 33 per ce
ail jobs heid by young people between the ages of 15 and 19
more than two-thirds cf young people under 25 who are woi
got minimun wages.

Therefore we should net ho surprised by the perceptii
position cf young people regarding an institution that
almoat $1 million for every session day.

Who are tbey? Very few young people can identify more
five. Sinco I cannot give any name, 1 wili somewhat chang
sech

Those who couid identify some senators were able to do
rocalling current events. For instance, a very well-knowr
son in Quebec has resigned because she was 75 years old. P
finally realized that she was mucli botter known for lier n
and the books she had published than for her work in the Sc

It is the same thing for a senator known for hiii constitiil
law expertise, who had a high-profile role et the time (
Charlottetown Accord. I know that by mentioning that faci
many people in Quebec will b. abie te identify that per,

Besides, how can we blame young people for not being a
identîfy the sonators? The boit co cf thoun couid do was to
fuve out cf 104. 1 have net put my colleaguos on this side
House tbrougii this test but I think it would bo worth tryl
asIc new members for instance-because eider members 1
find it easier-how many senators tboy can name.

An hon. member: How many sonators could the Chair

Mr. Dubé (Lévis): 1 will rtet asIc the bon. Speaker
House te take part inte this exercice because of bis perliarr
ry responsibilities.

The voung ieenle 1 consuitod did not know that sel
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called or dropped by.

Nevertheless, how could we blaes young F
knowing their senators' naines?
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