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They call upon Parliament to press the government to finally
proclaim parts II and III of the Parliamentary Employment and
Staff Relations Act.

SRILANKA

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby—Kingsway, NDP): Mad-
am Speaker, the second petition is presented on behalf of
hundreds of Canadians, in particular Tamil Canadians, who
express their deep concern about the continuing military offen-
sive by the Sri Lankan armed forces against Tamils in the north
and east of Sri Lanka.

®(1520)

It calls upon Parliament to ensure that Canadian neutrality in
the national conflict is not jeopardized; to intervene immediate-
ly and release Mr. Manickavasagam Suresh who was arrested in
Canada pursuant to a minister’s certificate; to take action to lift
the economic embargo and press censorship in the north and east
of Sri Lanka; and to resolve the conflict between the Tamil
people and the Sri Lankan government through peaceful negoti-
ations between the Sri Lankan government and the LTTE, the
representative of the Tamil people.

EAST TIMOR

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby—Kingsway, NDP): Mad-
am Speaker, I have an additional petition to present dealing with
the very serious situation in East Timor.

It calls upon Parliament to send a clear message to the
Indonesian government from Canadians that human rights
violations against the people of Indonesia, and especially East
Timor, will not be tolerated; to enforce this statement by making
recent trade and aid deals with Indonesia contingent on respect
for human rights as set out in the petition; and to ensure that
Canada lends full and vocal support to the United Nations
mediated peace process, pressing for the inclusion of East
Timorese representatives in the peace process and access to East
Timor for the United Nations and human rights and humanitari-
an organizations.

PEACE TAX

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby—Kingsway, NDP): Mad-

am Speaker, I have the honour to present the final petition which
is signed by residents of Victoria and other cities in British
Columbia.

It calls upon Parliament to establish a peace tax legislation
which recognizes the right of conscientious objectors not to pay
for the military and within which the government would declare
its commitment to apply that portion of their taxes that was to be
used for military purposes toward peaceful purposes such as
peace education, war relief, humanitarian and environmental
aid, and housing.

Routine Proceedings

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Rey D. Pagtakhan (Winnipeg North, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, I have the honour, pursuant to Standing Order 36, to
present some 1,000 signatures of petitioners from my riding of
Winnipeg North and beyond concerning certain aspects of our
immigration policy.

They pray that the landing fee be collected at the issuance of
the visa and that no surety bond requirements for applicants be
applied.

Knowing that the minister of immigration is sensitive and
caring about immigrants and their sponsoring families, this
member remains very optimistic.

SRILANKA

Mr. Bob Mills (Red Deer, Ref.): Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to present to Parliament a petition signed by a number of
people in Alberta regarding the military offensive by the Sri
Lankan armed forces against the Tamil regions.

The petitioners are requesting the restoration of their rights
and dignity and the release of Mr. Manickavasagam Suresh.

Therefore the petitioners humbly pray and call upon Parlia-
ment to ensure Canadian neutrality in the national conflict in Sri
Lanka is not jeopardized. They request Parliament to intervene

immediately and release Mr. Suresh.

NATIONAL UNITY

Mr. Clifford Lincoln (Lachine—Lac-Saint-Louis, Lib.):
Madam Speaker, I am pleased to present a petition from 41
people in my riding and in the regions adjoining, written in both
of Canada’s official languages.

[Translation)

The petitioners ask the Prime Minister and the Parliament of
Canada to immediately state and confirm that Canada is indivis-
ible and that the boundaries of Canada, its provinces, territories
and territorial waters may only be modified by a free vote of all
Canadian citizens as guaranteed by the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, or through the amending formula stipu-
lated in the Canadian Constitution.

[English]

It provides that Canada is indivisible and that the boundaries
of Canada, its provinces, territories and territorial waters may
be modified either by a free vote of all Canadian citizens as
guaranteed by the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms or
through the amending formula stipulated in the Canadian
Constitution.

VIOLENT OFFENDERS

Ms. Val Meredith (Surrey—White Rock—South Langley,
Ref.): Madam Speaker, it is my honour today to present to the
House a petition containing over 500,000 signatures from the
Melanie Carpenter Society. To be exact, there are 506,285
signatures in seven boxes full of petitions.



