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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, October 2, 1991

The House met at 2 p.m.

Prayers

STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S. O. 31
[English]

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING

Mr. Bob Wood (Nipissing): Mr. Speaker, the double
standard of the government has once again fallen upon
us.

This time the government has taken away the funda-
mental right of collective bargaining for over 110,000
workers by invoking back to work legislation for the
Public Service.

With this action the government is ignoring impartial
reports of several conciliation boards. It is acknowledg-
ing, however, that it is bargaining in bad faith. It is
disregarding the laws of the land for its own purpose, all
of this from a Prime Minister who said that he wanted
civil labour-management relations.

Where is the justice in all this? Where is the justice? A
day after the last budget announced the wage freeze,
managers got their bonuses and the workers got noth-
ing? Indeed, some managers in departments like John
Crow of the Bank of Canada who are supposed to be
leading the fight against the deficit have publicly stated
that they are not obliged to follow any budgetary
measures and that they would only consider them.

This government likes to talk about fairness, competi-
tiveness, and the need to work together and yet does
nothing about it. As most other industrialized countries
are forging the necessary links for co-operation between
government and labour, this government is seeking
confrontation.

All of this is in the face of a report that says: “Canada
for the second year running is the least competitive G-7
country”. Perhaps this is so because we have the least
competent government.

* k%

FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

Mr. A. H. Harry Brightwell (Perth—Wellington — Wat-
erloo): Mr. Speaker, Babcock Industries Canada, a sub-
sidiary of FKI, has announced reorganization plans
which include the closure of a cable manufacturing plant
in Arkansas and changes in Michigan. At least one
product line and 50 jobs will be transferred from the U.S.
to the Dominion Controls plant in Stratford.

The decision to place new work in Stratford was
heavily influenced by the skilled, efficient work force in
that plant. The company expects to be better positioned
to supply more efficiently its customers with all product
lines.

We have heard much of the negative effects of the free
trade agreement and the revised auto pact. I am very
pleased that this announcement is still another positive
effect joining two others in my area which I can quickly
mention: the doubling of space at FAG Bearings in
Stratford, and the location of the Hays Dana plant in St.
Marys near Stratford.

The free trade agreement is delivering jobs to Canada.
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FRASER RIVER

Mr. Brian L. Gardiner (Prince George—Bulkley
Valley): Mr. Speaker, the Fraser River in British Colum-
bia continues to be under pressure from pollutants and
water diversion projects. This government has the nerve
to appeal a court order requiring an environmental
assessment of the Kemano Project and would appear to
be delaying a comprehensive report on the health of the
river.



