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think that Canadians believe that. They have seen tough
tines.

I have learned somethmng in my short years in poiitics
and in Parliament, Mr. Speaker. There is a fundamental
rule in government. If the solution is easy, usually it is
the wrong one. If it is a difficuit decision, then you need
courage, and that is probably the right one. Most of the
tirne it works. These people on the other side, they like
the easy stuff.

An hon;. memben- No courage.

Mr. Valcourt: 0f course, because they do flot have any
courage. We have just experienced 20 years of that. They
took a country without a debt and ini 15 years drove the
debt to $200 billion. Now, they have the gail-and the
NDP too, the member frorn Karloops-to say that we
have flot reduced the deficit since 1984. What they do
flot teil Canadians, however, is that 80 per cent of the
mecrease in the debt was rnoney we had to borrow to pay
the interest on the debt that we inherited frorn Allan
MacEachen and cornpany.

Some hon. members: Shame.

Mr. Valcourt: That is the exact truth. They talk about
the deficit. T1hey have the gail to stand up in this House
and talk about not reducing the deficit. Canadians would
want to understand this. People pay too rnuch tax. I
agree with that. We ail pay too rnuch tax. But, then, that
rnoney that we receive-

Mr. Fisher: Stop treatmng thern like that.

Mr. Valcourt: Mr. Speaker, I arn sure they will have a
chance. But that is part of the Liberal strategy too. They
do not want the people to know. So when you speak in
the House they try to interrupt you. Is that not terrble?
Well, if what 1 arn saying is not true, then let me speak,
let me have rny few minutes and then take your time
when you have a chance.

Now, what was I saying about the deficit? Yes,' the
revenue. The taxes the people send here. Ail the taxes
that Canadians pay, and they pay a lot, that money cornes
here. Before we carne here ail the rnoney that Canadians
paid would corne ini and then the governrnent, the great
Liberal governrnent, would spend ail that rnoney of
Canadian rnen and women, of working people, and they
would borrow $16 billion rnore to do all the things that
these people, the socialistes en cravate forced them to do.
You see, to be popular, you have to throw rnoney at all

the problerns. 'lb be popular, you have to do what the
Liberals did for 16 years. You have a problern. I have no
solution. But, I will throw rnoney at it. That is how they
govemned Canada.
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It took us six years to take that $16 billion deficit in our
ordinary account and turn it into a $9 billion surplus.
That is a $25 billion turnaround. 'hat is not ini the polis
to which the member for Kamnloops referred. The polis
and the media in thefr grandeur would not report these
facts. These are real facts. Canadians have saved rnoney
in terms of the way it is bemng adrninistered.

Now it is fair for those people to say, "Well, you say
now, Valcourt, that you have a $9 billion surplus in the
ordinary account, a $9 billion surplus, and you cut the
poor, the wornen's prograrns. You cut this and you cut
that". What they do not say to Canadians, the rnen and
wornen who work and their children who are corning
behind, is that we need $30 billion a year just to pay the
interest on the debt that we have, the debt that the great
Allan MacEachen gave us.

An hon. member: Jean Chrétien.

Mir. Valcourt: The Jean Chrétien's of this world-you
know the guy who is runnmng in Beauséjour? The leader
of the Liberal Party.

[Translation]

The little guy frorn Shawinigan is runnmng ini New
Brunswick, in Acadian country.

Mr. Samson: He isn't here yet!

Mr. Valcourt: No, he isn't. But he is on his way. We
want hirn here. He should be here.

An hon. member: Maybe.

Mr. Valcourt: And that is what people are complamning
about.

I remrnember, when Prime Minister Mulroney won the
last election, I don't think he-

Mr. Gauthier. He bought that election.

Mr. Valcourt: T1hey say he bought it. Listen to that,
Canadians! 'Mat is what the Liberal Party thinks Cana-
dians are like-and I want that to be on the record-Ca-
nadians are people whose votes can be bought! Weil I
don't think so, because I believe that Canadians are
intelligent people. When faced with an easy solution,
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