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the varicus 'Cabinet mrinisters for public
-worke, liarbour improvemen.ts, post offices
and oue thlng and another. About the only
thlng the Governient can do is to give
an effective - ud efficient -mail service.

I repeat what I'h-ave said on former oc-
casioSe t.hat this ts net a question of
wliether týere is a surplus or a deficit ln
the Post Office Department. If there is
any department of the Goveruîment w.here
there je a justification for hiaving a deficit
it is the Post Office Department because
every cent o! revenue cornes out o! 'the
poekets o! the people and Aitshould go
back to tliem lu the for.m of an efficient
service. The people of the country will
fiud ne f.aultwitli thie or any other Goveru-
meut if theoee 17s a deficit ln- the Post Office
ýepartmeut so long as the Government
gives the people lu country districts an
efficient and effective service. 1 hope
this -matter 'wili not be sirnply paased
over as something of littie importance
but thait it will receive the at-
tention ithat it'merite. II hepe that not
only will <rural mail carriers get more pay
but that couutry postmaetere sund post-

* mistresses will aiso be more i airly remun-
erated.

They are entitled to more pay than they
get at the present time. The hon. member
for Rouville eays that the Government is
sa!eguarded by competition, that il these
routes are put up"to tender there will al-
ways be lots of persans to tender for them.
Of course, my lion. friend Ws speaking for
that part of tlic country witli which hie is
best acquainted-his owu part of the coun-
try. 1That may be true inlits part of the

* country but I want te assure hlm and you,
Mr. Speaker, that while his statement may
have spplied, not oniy toý Iis own part of
the country but to the Dominion in -general
four or five yeans ago. itdoes not 8pply to-day
te many 1ýarts o! the province of-Ontario -ta
A1 did a few years agc>. If, four or five years
-ago, rural mail routes were put ýup ta ten-
der many people weuld.havé tendered for
those routes . ' t 18 not the case to-day.
Rural Ontario hae, been. depleted and there
are net enotagl mren to attend to the wants
o! the country or ta -work on the farina.
Thene are net mn.auy people in rural Ontario
to-dhy vieing with eacli other to get mail
contracta. They have other work ta do. I
merely askthat this nesolution o! the hon.
member for Peterborough,' receive serions
consideration and that action be talacu -with
the -view o! doing justice to the rural mail
carriera, because I maintain in ail sincerity
that tlhey have uot received just treatment
in times past.

Mr. D. D. -MeKENZIE (Cape Breton
North): Mr. Speaker, I -do not know that
I ean add anything 'ta what has been said
by hon.. gentlemen who have spoken on the'
resolutiori introduced by the hon. membér
for Peterborough (Mr. Burnham) but I wish
te refer to what bas been aaid, particularly
by the bon. member for Frontenac (Mr.
Edivards), -with'respect te the necessity of

inving due consideration to the questions
nvolved in this resolution. It la quite true

that it is a dangerous thing to interfere
with or diâturb contracta once they are
entered into. It mighit weli be urged that
one -who undertook a contraci w9uld not
care to lessen his price if the prices of oats,
carriages anid other thinge went down in-
stead of up. That argument could well be
used and hie would say: That is one of the
fortunes of war; and if the prices had gene
up I 'would have hadto put up with it.
But 'we have extraordinary conditions in
Canada to-d-ay. We -have war conditions
and we have a springing up in the prices,
of horses, tlie feed of horses, vehicles and
ail that is necessary to outfit mail carriers.
Therefore, I aiubmit lieue, Sir, that the or-
dinary rules of conduct in dealing with con-
tracts ought to be departed from to some
extent and that justice ouglit to, be done
to the people who *are immediately con-
cerned. The hon. the acting-Postmaster
General (Mu. Doherty) says that he le will-
ing to seriously consider the question of
cancelling contusots. Well, the situation is
very much like that of a man who is in a
government or other office and W'ho
says: I took this position when t!here
were only my iu'if e and myself,
we got $500 a yeaT and we got along
nicely on that. Ne>w I have a family
of ten or twelve, the prices ci the uecessitàes
of ],ie have gone up and svbat I used 'tO get
le not enificient te keep body and seul to-
gelher ýsnd te enable us to gât along in: the
w&y in wvlkh we oughlt t6. The mnuieter
wouild eay: Yeu can resiign yeur office and.
go out; that is.'dhe onty remedy I blayé ta
offer yon. That le poor consolation te the
man w1ho lias put hia time and energy into
,he office vwitli rwhich he -kas been connected
faf a score of years -and wh<e la now not fit
to do any other kind cd work. It is poar con-
soclation for tbhe mai contractor, w'ho bas,
perliaps, bought three <wr four horsas- for
$1,000, sibo las iboiigbj a nuiber oR car-
niages and wfho lias cquired tihe mens ci
opera4àing the mal -route for four years or
more, te [be todLd: Yeu can fonfeit your four-
herses aud youx carrnages and resign. I
yen have lest mcuey 'that 18 your luk ibut
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