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sentatives to France to attend the Exposi-
tion de Lyon. My hon. friend properly said
that, as only a section of Canada was repre-
sented in that delegation, he 'could not at
the present time see his way clear to grant-
ing the request. I agree with hlm. There

de something q'more urgent than the Ex-
position de Lyon. I understand that a com-
mission composed of business men will visit
France, and possibly the other allied coun-
tries, in order to systematically promote
better trade relations.

But I wish to draw his attention to a
niatter which I regard as of greaker inport-
ance. There is at present in France, -a
movement on foot towards the reconstruc-
tion of cities and towns that have been de-
stroyed during the war. I hold in my hand
the programme of -a large and important
committee which. has been formed in France
in order to organize a Recons'truction Ex-
position. This Reconstruction Exposition is
under the high patronage of the president
of the French Republic, and the ministries
of commerce, industry, postal and telegraph
service, agriculture, interior, public in-
struction and arts, the general council of
the Seine and the Municipal Council of
Paria. It is to be held in Paris during the
montha of May, June and July, 1916. Whet
Ls the object of the Exposition P 1 wish I
could address myself to the industrial coni-
rnunitiee of Canada and to our manufac-
turera, in order te impreas them. with the
importance of that Exposition. It -will
advertiee to the, world what are at the
¶prýesent moment the needs of France for
ithe reconstruction of its devaatated cities,
,towns and villages.

The Americans have not been slow in
responding tà the call which has been made
to, themn by the committee to which I have
jtist alluded. American manufacturers have
lormed a national comnittee, and they are
preparing ito send out delegatione te
iail those, engiaged in indusitrial . ac-
.tivitis3 -in order to capture as far as pos-
sible the trade which that reconstruction
will necessarily create. The exposition will
open on May 16 in the Terrace of the Tuil-
eries Gardens and in the 'halls of the Jeu
de Paume, 'which the ministry ba& been
good enough to plaeat the dis-posai of the
exhibitors. The programme is te be divided
into four groups. In the first group will
be found the essential organs- oi a modemn
town, the plan for arrangement and exten-
sion, a.nd plans for reconstruction, every-
thing conceni-ng the oesthetics and hygiene

of a city, the precautions te be taken with
a view to the ýabsolute respect of local
styles, the variety of which lends such
charm to French towns, the preservation
of historiec monuments and of any par-
ticularly beautiful n-atural site, etc. The
second group wiil contain buildings in gen-
eral, publio edifices., d 'welling houses and
rural and industrial construction. In the
third group will appear modemn methods
of and materials for construction, with
exampies of what has been achieved.
Lastly, the fourth group will be speoially
devoted to legisiation governing the ar-
rangement, the construction, the improve-
ment, and the beautifying of cities. The,,
American manufacturers _know that their
chance is there, and, quick as they are to
realize their opportunities, they have
ilaunched an appeal to the business
-men. I wish 'that -that appeal had alec
be-en made hy my hon. friend the Minister
of Trade and Commerce to the Canadian
manufacturers. I claim that our Canadian
manufacturers, Tories as they are gen-
erafly-

Mr. GRAHAM: Oh, not ail.

Mr. LEMIEUX: Not ail-are keen, pro-
gressive, capable, and quite able to hold
their own against the American manufac-
turers. I hope tihat my hon. friend will yet
make, a special appeal to tbem, so that tbey
mnay get their share in, the immense recon-
struction business which France expects
withiin the next f ew years. Let me quote
just a few paragraphs from the appeal made
by the American manufiicturers:

We regard this as the greateat opportunity
American manufacturera ever bad to establlah
theniselves In the cormErce- of Europe. The,
habitations of 35 millions of People ai'. more or
leas damaged or destroyed and everything
muet be replaced. The hlghways are deatroyed,
the streets of cities are destroyed, ail the pub-
lie service, systema, auch as water, sewenage,
gas light, electrie light have been deatroyed, fac-
tories, dwellinga, farms, everything. The
labourera need everY kind of tools and impie-
nient. by the millions, used In building and
refurnishing these institutions. Furthermore.
the neutral countries have been in the habit 0f
buying from countrles now engaged In war,
and their markets are entirely bare. These
countries find themaselies not Independent, and
eacb one ta seeking to make It 80.

Hence they ail want to get vaat quantities of
up to date machinery to manufacture the things
they fornierly have gotten from the couiîtries
now at war. It will requIre the full capaclty
of ail the Arnerican factories for many years
to meet these needs, Provided they exhibit sam-
pies -here that are satisfactory to the buyer. 1
mnay add that the Arnerican goods are more
popular In Europe than any other, but It Io
practically Impossible to get theni.


