
Fourth, Canada will contribute to strengthening Arctic science and the legacy of 
International Polar Year. Arctic science forms an important foundation for Canada's 
Northern Strategy, providing the knowledge necessary for sound policy and decision­
making both on domestic and international issues. To ensure that Canada remains a 
global leader in Arctic science, the Government of Canada has committed to establish­
ing a new world-class research station in the High Arctic that will serve Canada and 
the world, and work is proceeding on its development. The station will anchor a strong 
research presence in Canada's Arctic and to complement these efforts, Canada has 
also invested in upgrading existing research facilities in over 30 sites across the Arctic.

Canada made one of the largest single contributions of any country to International 
Polar Year and will be hosting its final wrap-up event in Montreal in April 2012. Canada 
is also taking a lead role in the Arctic Council's Sustaining Arctic Observing Networks 
project. Its purpose is to further international engagement in developing sustained 
and coordinated pan-Arctic observing and data-sharing systems, particularly related 
to environmental, social, economic and cultural issues.

Improving and Devolving Governance:

Empowering the Peoples of the North

The Government of Canada is committed to providing Canadian Northerners with more 
control over their economic and political destiny. Canada is taking steps to endorse 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in a manner fully 
consistent with Canada's Constitution and laws. In recent decades, Canada's Northern 
governments have taken on greater responsibility for many aspects of their region's af­
fairs. Progress is continuing in this area and represents another way in which Canada 
is exercising its sovereignty in the Arctic. Canada's North is also home to some of the 
most innovative, consultative approaches to government in Canada and the world. 
Through land claim and self-government agreements, indigenous communities are de­
veloping made-in-the-North policies and strategies to address their unique economic 
and social challenges and opportunities.
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