
labour. 65 Ini Malaysia, meanwhile, there is evidence that the treatment of women
workers, and of many more mnen and womnen wrenched from their familles and their
rural homes, is promoting significant movements of political resistance. 66 And well
before the present 'economic' crisis in Indonesia, this ldnd of exploitation on the part
of indigenous and corporate elites, and deeper frustrations over political and
economnic disparities, were motivating forces behind the unparalleled rioting of
August, 1996.67

Beyond Malaysia, Vietnam and Indonesia, clites throughout the Asia-Pacifle are
facing similar problerus, where movement of dissent and resistance are becoming
increasingly militant, as impoverished women workers poin the more general calis for
labour rights, as students demand greater demnocracy, as slum dwellers demand the
right to housmng and as the urban poor express their discontent with the conditions of
daily 11fe. AUl of these groupings, in their different ways, reflect a growmng
disenchantinent with the elitist, undemocratic and highly inequitable modes of
developinent and governance across the region and the globe.

Another area of disenchantment, with an increasing potential for disorder and
instability, concerus the huge upsurge in worker migration that has accompanied the
breakdown of traditional rural 1f. and the rise of a new urban industrial revolution
throughout most of the region. In 1995 it was estimated that there were soin. 2.6
million migrants currendy working tbroughout the Asia/Paciflc region. Ini the
construction industry, in particular, foreign workers are playing an increasingly
important role in a context in which the prolifération of massive public works projects
and serious labour shortages in many of Asia's booming conomies are fuelling an
ever growing nccd for the importation of foreign labour. In Malaysia's construction
industry aione 80 % of the labour force consists of forcign workers. 68


