
the Pearsonian peacekeeping model and stabilize 
the international peace within a strong UN and 
alliance framework. 

- Dialogue participant 

Dialogue participants generally express strong support 

for Canada's participation in internationally sanc-

tioned peacekeeping missions, and, to a lesser extent, 

for participation in ongoing stabilization or anti-

terrorist operations (as in Afghanistan). Some point 

out that Canada's long military service in the cause 

of peace and freedom has not always demanded a 

UN mandate before sending our forces into action. 

There are widely shared concerns about the state of 

Canada's armed forces, which most participants see 

as an indispensable component of our security at 

home and abroad, and an important contributor to 

multilateral peacekeeping efforts. A large majority of 

respondents support increased resources to ensure 

that the Canadian forces are adequately equipped 

for the missions they are asked to undertake. 

Most respondents also stress the need for forces that 

are capable of responding flexibly to a range of 

assignments. As one contributor observes: 

Humanitarian efforts  and military operations are not 
mutually exclusive. For example, responses to humani-
tarian crises in he-threat environments, such as in 
failed states, require combat-capable forces as much as 
aid workers and humanitarian organiz,ations. 

Another contributor suggests that: 

... it is important to reinvest in the Canadian 
Forces to ensure that they have the capacity to 
patrol and protect our borders on their own. This 
requires conventional military preparedness appro-
priate to Canada's geographic situation and a real-
istic assessment of external threats, and carefully 
managing the delicate relationship with the US. 
in the context of continental and North Atlantic 
defence arrangements. ... These measures should 
not be adopted at the expense of continued invest-
ment in the equipment and training required to 
contribute actively to UN peace operations. 

Respondents concerned about the militarization of 

international affairs urge Canada to focus on alterna-

tives to military solutions. Some express concerns as 

well about Canada's potential involvement in U.S. 

military plans for the possible weaponization of 

space; and many urge devoting more effort to 

further, faster disarmament. 

In terms of coordination and guidance for Canada's 

military, some respondents are concerned that 

decisions about resources needed for military 

modernization presuppose a clear statement of the 

Government's foreign policy priorities related to inter-

national peace and security, and to the kinds of mis-

sions forces will be expected to undertake. Another 

concern often expressed is that the defence and inter-

national assistance arms of Canadian foreign policy 

be better integrated when both are engaged in 

peace-supporting operations in conflict zones. 

Peacebuilding, Disarmament, and 
Conflict Prevention 

Canada can play a more active and visible role 
in the peacefill resolution and transformation of 
conflicts by focusing more closely on a limited 
number of specific conflicts and demonstrating 
the political will and committing the necessary 
resources to sustain engagement. 

- Dialogue participant 

Dialogue participants identified various key concerns 

in this area, noting regional hot spots in the Korean 

peninsula, Chechnya, the Congo and Colombia, as 

well as the existence of new kinds of post-Cold War 

threats arising from the proliferation of nuclear 

weapons and long-range missiles among hostile 

regimes or potential terrorist networks. More effective 

Canadian leadership in peacebuilding and disarma-

ment objectives is urged on issues including small 

arms, war-affected children, and nuclear non-prolifer-

ation. Participants also call on Canada to work on 

improving collaboration with civil-society groups and 

multilateral organizations on policy development and 
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