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"Canada enjoys many blessings as a nation. We are rich in resources - both natural and
human. A critical goal in Canada is ensuring that ail Canadians get to share in what
Canada has to offer and that they can contribute to making Canada even stronger. We
believe that we simply cannot afford to exclude Canadians with disabilities from our
social and economic development. We would short change themn and, just as important,
we would short change our society and its future economic prosperity and quality of life."
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien, March 2, 1998, accepting the Franklin Delano Roosevelt
International Disability Award


