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velopment. Todev, with the systema approach to the
identification of problems and the search for solu-
tions it bas become feasible ta use scientiflc and
technological resources delihtrately to induce and
accelerate economic and social change....

Much of the basic technology of our age bas been
developed under the stimulus of two world wars, the
space race and the nuclear arms race. The rewards
inherent in the market economy have provided power-
fui commercial incentives for the adaptation of this
technology ta the developinent of new consumer
products. There is no similar immediate incerîtive for
the application of this technology ta the economic
and social problems of the develaping countries. The
gap can be filled through assistance progrnms which
are specially designed to provide the impetus re-
quired to bring these resources to, bear on funda-
mental development needs. Only in tbls way can the
necessary multipliers be introduced into the develop-
ment process.

IDRC SET UP
As w. enter the Second Development Decade, legis-
lation bas been passed by the Canadian Parliament
for the establishment of an International Development
Research Centre.(I) This is a radical new departure
In Canada's contribution to the global struggle areas
of the world. Later on in the week you wilI be in-
troduced to the newly-formed International Develop-
ment Research Centre (IDRC).

*The setting-up of this Centre resuits from two
years of careful Investigation and planning by the
Canadian International Development Agency with the
active assistance and participation of a number of
other govemnment departments and experts. A great
deal of care bas been taken to design an institution
that wiIl complement the work that is being carried
on by others la this field and I have been assured
that Canada's initiative in creating tbis body bas
been warmty welcomed by the entire international
developm ent community.

By creating the Centre and piedging minimum
financial support of $30 million over the first five
yeas, the Canadian Govemment bas sought to demon-
strate ina 8vry~ practical way that it recognizes thet

u en nd~ the necessity for reseach into the prob-

The Centre wiii be £oncerned with the applica-
tion of science ndt tecnlg p t h. problema of
lraprovig the overall quality oftIife, and, ulike mont

develpmentagn ies i il b. a reerhcentre -
t'pro blernouiented#", multi -disciplina ,y and interna-
tional.

Most of the preblems oafianting the Centre will
require the co-perative efotso the phyuical, the
naturel and the social sciences. The vem'y nature of
the. develomet process dictatta that the special
akulls of the life scientiat, the. physicit, te cemiat
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and the englacer be in harmony with those of the
economiist, th~e sociologlst and tht anthropologist.
The Centre will bring the physical, the natural and
the soil sciences together with practical and
manageia skills In a multi-disciplinary tttack on
particular development problems.

The primary purpose of the Centre will, of
course, be to assist the developing attions of the
world. It will b. basically a Canadian institution
with an important international dimension. The chair-
man and haîf of the members of the Centre's board of
governars are to be Canadian as will the majority of
of its executive committee. Bath the board and the
staff will include specially.qualified people from
various parts of the world, Including the developing
countries.

IDRC AIMS
Although the Centre's interest priorities will be de-
cideif by Its board of governors, research areas sug-
gested ta date by the Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency and the United Nations Advisory Com-
mitte. on the Application of Science and Technology
to Development include: the d.velopment of new
techniques for identlfying and evaluating mineral
resources (a field ia whicb Canada bas speclal ex-
pertise), the development of genetically superior
plants of high protein value, the study of some spe-
cific aspects of the world population problem and tht
developanent of efficient labour-intensive, industrial
techniques and machines.

These are some proposaIs. The fundamental re-
sponsibility of the Centre will b. to identify urgent
andf practical research development problems, and ta
plan and co-ordinate action programs.

By ifs charter, the Centre can enliaI the services
of individuals, public or privaI. institutions andf
egencies capable of conducting research la the
naturel or social sciences or in any area of tecb-
nology which applies ta the needs of tht develop-
ment world.

ln providing effective research progrems it la aur
hope that tht International Development Research
Centre will become an important facet of Canada's
contribution ta tht establishmnent of the. tcanamic and
social parity so eagerly soug.ht between and withia
n~ations.

1 extenif ta all of you my good wiabes for an
agrteable and constructiveo meeting over lte next few
days. You are grappllng with some aspects of one of
tht fundemental problems facing the world conamunity.
1 know that you bring a greal deel of collective know-
ledge, experience and determination ta your tauk and
1 amn confident that you will succeed la pushing for-
ward the frontiers of upnderstandiag of the develop-
ment process. On behl~êf of the Canadiaata present, 1
particulerly appreciate the opportunity w. have at
tbis gathering to drew stimulation and edvice in the
early stages of setting up an International Develop"
ment Research Centre.


