
1 will add that this mode of appealing to the people is flot British but American, as

under the British system the representatives of the people in Parliament are

presumed to be competent to decide ail the public questions submitted to them. 54

The problem with this argument was that it was easily defeated by recalling that

there were ample precedents for Canadians and other colonists adapting British practices

to local circumstances. Recourse to the people, like Confederation itself, would be such an

adaptation.:

Throughout the debates, the confederationists were reluctant to challenge directly

the caîl for recourse to the people, preferring instead to dismiss it on procedural grounds.

For example, when James Currie, an articulate anti-confederationist, introduced a

resolution that the Legisiative Council should flot make a decision on the Quebec

Resolutions "without further manifestation of the public will than has yet been declared,"

he met a host of procedural objections516 Alexander Campbell queried hi m on j ust how this

"further manifestation of the public will" would come about. Transforming Currie's


