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HAVING DECIDED, at its sixteenth session, that this question should be made the
subject of an international convention,

ADOPTS this sixteenth day of November 1972 this Convention.

I. DEFINITIONS OF THE CULTURAL AND THE NATURAL HERITAGE

ARTICLE 1

For the purposes of this Convention, the following shall be considered 2
“cultural heritage’:

—monuments: architectural works, works of monumental sculpture and
painting, elements or structures of an archaeological nature, inscriptions
cave dwellings and combinations of features, which are of outstanding
universal value from the point of view of history, art or science;

—groups of buildings: groups of separate or connected buildings which
because of their architecture, their homogeneity or their place in the
landscape, are of outstanding universal value from the point of view ©
history, art or science;

—sites: works of man or the combined works of nature and of man, and area’
including archaeological sites which are of outstanding universal valu¢
from the historical, aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological points ©
view.

ARTICLE 2

For the purposes of this Convention, the following shall be considered 25
“natural heritage”:

—natural features consisting of physical and biological formations or group’
of such formations, which are of outstanding universal value from th¢
aesthetic or scientific point of view;

—geological and physiographical formations and precisely delineated area®
which constitute the habitat of threatened species of animals and plants 0
outstanding universal value from the point of view of science OF
conservation;

—natural sites or precisely delineated natural areas of outstanding universa)
value from the point of view of science, conservation or natural beauty.

ARTICLE 3

It is for each State Party to this Convention to identify and delineate th
different properties situated on its territory mentioned in Articles 1 and 2 above.




