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Note — As a result of the many -carriers" or "handlers" involved in 	hipment the Department is 
unable to assume any responsibility 'for delays, in handling, misdirection, loss or damage of personal 
mail. Also, because of the extensive volume of departmental mail, it is only possible to. maintain 
records of personal Parcels and registered mail, 

2.4 	Diploffiâtic Privilegee eind Irinrnunitie,s 

History 

The practice Of maintaining diPlornatio relations and :sending repreaentatives to Other states goes far 
back in history. Rules ,cif protocol Varied from One country  to another they  stil'  do — but diplomatic 
representaves were always acCorded Certain privilegeS and irnmunitles. It has been a. generally accepted 
principle that diptornatic representatives .needed security of their persons, homes and official papers  in 

 order to demo out the functions that both the.sending State and the receiving State had agreed they shou[d .  
perform. 

- 
Diplomatic functions traditionallY consisted mainly in observing and reporting on the conditions and 

deyelo orients in the  receiVing State;: . and protecting in the receiving .  State the interests of the Sending 
Étate, for exarnplei defending its policies,. negotiating with the Government of the receiving .State .etc 
Given that governments in the course of history frequently did not-appreciate these activitieseven though 
they were quite riOrmal, it iS easy to sea why some font of protection vvas ne.e0ed fer the persons carrying 
out diplomatie function's. Over time, the seine privileges and imMunities were  also extended to  the  families 
of diplOrnats., Eventually, these principles were standardized throughout the world and given  the force of 
law  iii the Vienna Convention on Diplornatic Relations which was câncluded in Vienna on April 18; 1961, 
it was signed by Canada. in February 1962 and entered into force in Canada on June -25, 1566. 

Consular representetive,s. wereeaditionally considered ei quite .different frOm diplomats. HiStorically, 
codsular functions consiated Of assiSting :in the resolution of probleinS inVolving the .consul  s own 'Citizens 
presentin the receiving State  for  business ..or other reasons, issuing travel documents etc.. These were held 
to ba' activities not warranting special privileges or immunities. As- consular functions * became  more 

 complex, sending States came to realize that. at leas-E a limited degree of protection was necessary ,  for their 
consuls. Beginning with bilateral agreements betWeen Coûntries, the privilege's and .1mrnunities actOrded 
to consular representatives were also eventually standardized throughout the vvorld. The Vienna ,Convention 
on COnsular  Relations  was_concluded inVienna non April 24, 1963 and signed by Canada on July 18, -1974. 
It entered into force for Canada on August 17,  • 974. 

Diplomatic Immunity: What Does it Mean? 

Briefly, it means that you  as the diplomatic agent, and all members of yourfamily•who  are  with you 
in the receiving State have total inirnunitY from crimLnal citI, and  administrative  jùrisdiction of the 
receiving State. YOU may not be detained or arreSted or subject to body search, you May nothe prosecuted 
and may not be reotrired to give éVidence aS witneSs. Furthermore, your priv ,ate-residence c,annot be 
entered without your prior pen-nission,..and your car cannot be searched without your  permission.  However, 
ypur . immunity. does  no  t mean that the.authorities.of the receiving State cannot stop YOU for a traffié 
violation , or to interruPt a criminal activity,  for  exarnple„ apprehend . a shoplifter, prevent an obviously drunk 
person frorn . Oontinüing to drive a car), nor does it  mean that they may flot ask you for identification to 
prPveyour - diPlornatid - Status.:You are urged to reinember at all times that eS a persort who enjoys immunity 
ycu  have  a  special:duty to respect the laws end reolatkIns 04 the receiving State- -  IDCuote from the 
Vienna Convention  on  Diplomatic RelationS,. Article 41). Diplomatic. agents also  have  comprehensive 
immunity from Civil and  administrative  jurisdiction, , ivith three  exceptions  : actionS conneCteci with ieal 
property in the receiVingState; acticins -where the diplomat is an executor Or beneficiary of an estate in thé 
receiving:State; and  actions  reIrting .to proféssional.or  commercial  8atiVitiBS'ehgagpid  in  oCitside the sdope 
of official functions': 

The Department has recently.  adopted a polidy of seeking diplornetic'acereditation at ,the rank of 
att8ché in  the  receiving Statefor all members of the home-based  administrative  and 'Eel -Mica' Staff. In the 
cases where the receiVing State has agreed,"they have diplomatic Stat6s, In .the event a receiVing State 
does not agree, Merribert of the administrative and technical staff and their families anjOy irrFmunity from 
*criminal jurisdiction, but immunity froin civil and  administrative  juriscfictiôn is limited to aCtions.perforrned 
in the 'course of .their official' functions, Since dependants are  not  considered /0 have any  'official  
functions" (at leasfas.fer  as the  drafters of the Vienna  Convention  tivere Oondeinedi theY  do  11 1# erliOY any 
immunity from civil and adrnirqs-troie iérsdictipn  in the  receiving etie te. 
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