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United States has recently made a com-
prehensive proposai, aithough it lis
distressing that the Soviet Union, which
holds the major stock of chemnical
weapons in Europe, has rejected It. The
key difficulty in dealing with chemnical
weapons lis, of course, verification, flot
the zone, Similarly, we are convinced
that the question of military budgets
shouid be tackled at the United Nations
in fine with Sweden's proposais for a
technîcai reporting systern.

Putting asîde th en these inappropriate
and mispiaced eîements, what is left in1
proposai 80.4? Like the other proposais
on the table, il calis for the negotiation
Of confidence-building measures which
WouId be more significant in nature and
broader in scope than those in the Final

Act based on the experience in impie-
menting these Helsinki-type measures.
Whiie i do flot infend today to comment
on these specific measures, i can comn-
mend the intention of expanding on the
confidience-building measures in the
Final Act.

The last remaining proposai in SC.4
calls for the conclusion of a treaty on
the non-use of miitary force and the
maintenance of peaceful relations as pro-
posed by the Warsaw Treaty member
States. This le characterized as - and
i quote - 'e major confidence-building
measure.' Is il?

The cornmltment not t0 use force is
aiready enshrined in the United Nations
Charter and the Helsinki Final Act. At

the NATO Summit in Bonin in 1982,
Western leaders piedged that their
weapons would never be used except
in response to attack. Lest December,
NATO Foreign Ministers renewed this
pledge in the Brussels declaration.

S1111, the Warsaw Pact persiste in pro-
posing some kind of non-aggresslon
treaty as it dld foiiowing the meeting
of ils Foreign Ministers in Prague in
January 1983. The Canadien Govern-
ment conciuded thet the proposai wae
unlkely to lead f0 the succeseful nego-
fiation of meaningfui and verifiable arme
control agreements, However, since the
proposai has been advanced again, we
wilI look at if egaîn. In this essesement,
our guideline wiii be whether it could
lead to a reduction in the current level of
East-West tension and$ to the successful
negotiation of meaningful and verifiabie
arme control agreements.

Certainiy non-aggression is a velid
principie, and the aim of this Con-
ference, as epelled ouf in the mandate,
le to give effect and expression to the
duty of States f0 refrain from the threat
or use of force in their mutuel relations.


