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COMMONWEALTH IN  

MEETING OF COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT 

KINGSTON,   JAMAICA , APRIL / MAY 1975 

FINAL COMMUNIQUÉ  

1. 	Commonwealth Heads of Government met in Kingston from 
29 April to 6 May. All Commonwealth countries were represented, twenty-
eight by their Presideats or Prime Ministers. The Priam Minister of 
Jamaica  vas in the Chair. 

2. This was the first Heads of Government Meeting to be held in the 
Caribbean. Heads of Government expressed their gratitude to Common-
wealth Caribbean Governments and in particular to the Prime Minister of 
Jamaica for the warm hospitality provided by his Govermeeca. 

3. Heads of Government extended a cordial greeting to the Prime 
Minister of Grenada whose country had become a member of the Common-
wealth since the previous Meeting. They affirmed that a request from 
Papua New Guinea for Commonwealth membership on the attainment of its 
independ.ence would be welcomed. 

4. Heads of Government paid tribute to the memory of the late 
Norman Kirk, Prime Minister of New Zealand, and recalled with respect 
and affection his deep and practical concern for humanity and his out-
standing personal contribution to the development of the modern Common-
wealth. 

5. Heads of Government reaffirmed the value they attach to these 
Meetings and expressed satisfaction with the constructive approach and , 
mutual confidence of their deliberations. They noted with approved the 
increasing use being made of Commonwealth machinery to further the 
principles of the Commonwealth Declaration and to promote consultation, 
co-operation and collaborative action across and within regions ,. Such 
consultation formed an important part of the contribution Commonwealth 
countries make to the d.evelopment of a new pattern of international 
relations which takes account of the siginificant shifts in political and 
economic power. Heads of Government urged that the Commonwealth 
initiatives already taken to this end should be intensified so as to promote 
pea.ce and security, economic and social justice and harmony among races. 

6. The reduction of continuing =acceptable eccmomic disparities, 
the shifting balance of political and economic power, and colonialism and 
racialism in Southern Africa, were the main preoccupations of Heads of 
Government in their discussions. 


