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Reading in Primary Schools.
Intelligent Reading.

The teacher notices the readiness with which a pupnl
talks, and” the slowness with which he reads, with wonder;
sometimes with irritation. Let him stop and consider the
- cause., From the moment the child is born, the audible
sign of ideas is put before it. But how is it with visible
signs? Note the difference. Nothing is done with these
until the child goes to school—say, at six years of age.
Then only a little is done each day. The child appears
before the teacher with a book, and names some of these
visible signs. The book is shut. The child returns ‘to
his seat, and all his experience with visible signs is laid
aside. How different from his experience with audible
slgns!

- Evidently the same procedure must be taken vnth viaiblé
as with audible signs. Printed names of objects must
be given to him, and he fastens them to the object. Games
must be played with visible signs until he has acquired
several hundred. With a suitable apparatus this could be
done before he goes to school. Here is a new field of
learning from the child that is to be planned out for the
mother—which she will enjoy, as well as the cluld.——Frmu
Hints and Helps.

Word Drill .
My second grade was weak in word study, so I tried
the following plan with good ‘results: One morning I
sketched on the board the picture of a tree without leaves.
When the children came to ‘the board they thought of
words they wished put on the tree for leaves. These I
wrote with green crayon, until the tree was full.
The next morning the children were  Jack Frost, and
with the pointer they showed me words they . wanted
changed to autumn leaves, naming the word and 'telling

what colour. they wanted it changed to, while I traced
over. the word with the . colour
Then the wind blew, and each child named a word he

wanted blown off the tree, pointing to the word also. In
this way the word was named three times, written twice,
and pronounced three times, and the children were helped
in getting the words.—From Hints and Helps.

Helping a Lower Grade.
Sometimes my third-grade pupils write stories for the
second grade’s readmg lesson. The stories are seldom
correct in the original form, but I examine them, mark

the necessary changes, and the pupils re-write them. Tbey_ ;

are then passed to the second grade to be read. Thus the
interest in the reading class is doubled, and the language
class has been stimulated to do its best work.

The school affords but one set of readers for each grade,
and my ingenuity is taxed to supply at least two léssons a
week from outside sources. I oftent topy stories on stiff
paper, cut them up, and distribute the separate paragraphs
to the class. I have a set of Aesop’s, Fables that I have
prepared thus for my fourth grade:

I keep a sharp lookout for children’s stories which, if
possible, I cut out and paste on catdboard.—From Hints
and Helps.
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