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of a curions mustie legend or >axiom to the
effect tliat milkniaids or dairymaids wlio
had coutracted the mild and ahinost harmu-
less cowpox were exempt from smallpox.

Ou May 14, 1796, Dr. Jenner vaccinated
a boy eiglit years old witli lymipl £rom the.
baud of a daù-rymaid wlio liad been il with
eowpox, and ou Jùly 1 foilowing inocu-
lated the saine lad witli smalipox virus. The
experiment was successful sud an account
was publislied in June, 1798. The prac-
tic. of vaccination graduaily gaîned
grotind, thougli not without strenuous op-
position, whiicl lias contiuued up to the
present day. 'Wlirever it is praeticed thie
ravages of the sinailpox scourge have been
controiled sud almost stopped, and most
civilized countries now enforce compullaory
vaccination.

According -to the. best medical autliorlty
we kuow uothing of the original cause of
smallpox, but it neyer occurs save as the
1cnsequence of infection couveyed frozu
one person tx> another. The. contagion ex-

ceeds lu virulence that of any other disease.
The infections prineiple lu known to reside
iu the. fluid contents o! the. pocks sud in
the. erusta resulting fromn their desiecation,
aud it lu probable that it is also coutained
in many of tlie flnids o! the. body. More-
over, it pervades the. emanations froin the
person, so that actual contact witli tii. sick
za net ueeessary to the couveyance of thie
disease.

To wliat distance the. volatile coutagiumn
may extend lu uncertain, but it lu kuown to
have crossed ariver 1,500 feet wide. In
its fixed condition, attaclied to articles of
elothiug, bedding, mercliaudise, mail mat.
ter, paper mouey, etc., this infections prin.

cipe la very energetie and persistent. Th(
lsasei coimmnmicable at all periods el

its course, even in the. period of incubatioz
before aD7 sym~ptoms have occurred, auý

alate as the close of the. stage of decmusta
dinbu rbagl it mos intensely co

tagius dringtheveaticular stage of thi
erutin.Even adead bodyis capable o

conveyiug infection. It may also be carrnei
euo oe persoii to anotiier witiiout tie per

son wvlo carroe it huzusel! sufferiug from
au ttack. But, uudoubtedly, tiiose su
rouningswhere poverty, equalor and dir

abudare favorable to the spread o
smalpox.Freili air, sunlight aud cleauli

ness are its foes.
The treatinent of smallpox, aecording to

proper authorities, consists i conserving
tiie resources of the patient, and ini early
detecting and coinbating complications,
sueli as chill or cold. No sort of medfication
or reginen exerts any curative effect iu thie
proper sense of the word. ManY so-cailedl
specifls have been vaunted, but thiere is no
satisfactory proof that tliey have ever. a.-
comphished anything. Vaccination, al-
thougli of sucli signal efficacy in preventiug
sinailpox, îa utterly powerless to, cure it.
No treatmnent will prevent pitting, aithougli
xnany persons wlio have undergone au at-
tack are not permanently disfigured in this
way.

Avoidance of exposure to the contagion
'will also prevent the disease, but thMs la
dificuit and often impossible to manage.
Ail clothing, bedding, etc., which. may have
become infected are destroyed by lire, or,
if too valuable to b. sacriflced, are disin-
fected by heat as higli as 212 degrees
Fahirenheit, or by the fumes of burning
brinstoue. Everyone exposed to the dis-
ease iisually lu required to b. at once re-
vaccinated. Patients are capable of con-
vying the. infection umtil ail the crusta
have failen off.

The last great epidemie of smailpox,
which. literally overran ail Europe and
North Ameriea, began iu 1870 and abated
in 1873. Althougli there are, sud always
will b., sporadie cases, and even leugthy
visitations of the. scourge lier. and there
tliroughout the. world, modern methods of
prevention aud segregation in civilized
iolntriff at least maly lie relied upon to
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