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.nother factor to be considered is the future cost of
ction of timber in European countries. Should the
f living increase, and wages increase, as many author-
>redict, the price of sleepers, of which labour formns
ty-five per cent of the total cost, cannot be reduced to
jrel ruling before the war, provided the demand remnains
int.

here is every prospect that the demand -for sleepers
cmain constant. The commercial railroads of Europe
)w on short commons. After the war it will be neces-
:o restore' them to their previous condition, and the
id for sleepers will be greater than it has been at any,
n recent years.

'here»should therefore be an excellent opportunity for
la to compete. The competition must be based, for the
if -ê le'ýQo 1nn- tip~ nnQihiitv nÇ rnptnçr Amnerican

Such sleepers would be in no way inferior to the Swedish
redwood now used in the United Kingdom. The quantities
and prices of the above three species of sleepers purchased
in Canada in 1914 given below-

.Number.
Jackpine....... .................... 8,379,064
White cedar .......... .. . ... 2,651,319
Tamarack ...........-... 1,507,902

Value each.
43 cents.
e4"
44"e

is an indication that there may be a supply available for
export and that the price would be low enough to permit
of a profitable export trade.

At the prices quoted above, which were the- average
paîd by Canadian railroads in 1914, Canadian sleepers could,
under existing freight rates, be delivered to British railroads
for a lower price than is noix being paid for American pitch
pine.

There is no question but that the sleepers ordinarily
used in Canadian railroads would give as good service on
British railroads as the loblolly and shortleaf now being
imported from the United States under the name of pitch
pine.

two confirm The prospects for shipments of Douglas fir sleepers
,rs that pitch from Western Canada to Great Britain are not good for the
)urposes, the imnmediate future because of the high freight rates. The
necessity for British Government has under consideration the transport-

ation to Great Britain of Douglas fir steepers purchased by
is difficuit to English railroads some months ago. But while tonnage is

guidance of in as great demand as at present both the Government and
-ice for sleep- the railway companies feel it advisable to purchase such
fixed in the supplies of sleepers as may be secured near at hand. Occa-
British port. sional cargoes may be purchased in Douglas fir when not

ýrn Canadian needed for immediate delivery and when there is a prospect
the American of a Government collier returning to Great Britain from the

prospects


