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«Fdito rials.
'FIIE ENGINEERING SOCIE'lY I)INNER.

T HE question as to thc nature of the Science Dinner xvas fuilly discussed at thc
last regular meeting of thè Enigineering Society, and the report of the corn-

imîttee recomminending the non-ulse of wines or liquors adopted. Ali cndcavor was
madle a coulple of years ago to have a Dinnier on this plan, but it signally failed,
for the evening was a wet one. This year the commi-ittee in charge of the affair
was a very representative one, andl after a thoroughi discussion of ail aspects of
the question, unaimiously decided in favor of the report as read to the Society.
Last year's dinner, whichi was not dry, was a deplorable failuire ini manly respects,
but this cannot bc attributed to the use of biard drinks alone. The Medical Dmn-
ner bas, for the past two years, been conducted very successfully and the students
were suppbied with, or were allowed to tise nothing but soif drinks. We are glad
to know that Science is following the good exaniple set.

There are several points to be takenl into consideration in settling a question
which is as debatable as the one niow nider discussion. There is l10 doubt that anl
academîic fuinction, like a society dinner, wbose influence might be bighly educa-
tive, ouglit to be consistent in ail ils aspects. Sncb dinniers as the Science and
Medical faculties were accnistomed 10 baving tbree or four years ago, were mrore
of the nature of a disgrace tbanl of a credit to tbe students. The free andi unire-
strained tise of intoxicants which was then indtilged in ii b not tenid to elevate the
moral and intellectual standards of the student body. The dinners tbien baci the
reputation amnong a large nuimber of tbe studenits of being mierely "booze fighits."
Tbe boys wvent to tbemn for a good tîmie ani probably biad it . J1anxy mienbers of
the societies slbtned themi for this reasoni.

The reai importance of tbiese functions bias .lust lately corne to be recognized,
andi we note with l)leastire the growth of a wbolesomne public opinion arnong. tile
students in favor of a dlry dlimier. This style of an affair is surely more fitting a
crowd of young men wlio are to be leaders of Ibeir professions in tbis country.
The JOURNAL does not take it ulpon itself to (1iscuss the question of tbe nîcerits of


