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te be tbrown open to tbe public. In the

case of no other cf these bocks bas publica-

tion yet been permitted by any publisher

other than the one wbo may have been for-

tunate enougb te s.ecure the mcncpoly froin

the Minister of Education in the first in-

stance, rotwithstanding that Mr. Gage bim-

self, as be very suggestively states, has

offered to publisb some cf thei at frei

twenty te fifty per cent. less than the prices

fixed under present arrangements, It is

surely time that an end were put to a sys-

tein wbich places tbe scbcol-book trade un-.

der the control cf a partisan Minister and

puts it in bis power to make the fortune cf

any publisher wbo may be fortunate enougb

to gain the good wili of the Department.

That this ils not toc strong a statement will

be evident to anycne who remembers that

the authorizition of a text- boc for use in

the public scoos assures the sale, in many

cases, cf hundreds cf thousands ot copies of

that book. Even a very moderate profit on

eacb volume, under se sa fe an arrangement,

means a great deal for the happy possessor

cf the monopoly. Before tbe approacb cf

the Provincial election, it is te be boped

that the leader cf the Opposition may sec

bis way te announce clearly tbe pclicy cf

bis party witb regard, flrst, te the ccntinu-

lance or otberwise cf a party Minister at the

bead cf the educational sy8tem cf the Pro-

vince, and second, to the continuance or

otberwise of the menopolistie system in the

publication cf text-books.
The most vulnerable side cf the defences

cf tbe Ontarie Govcrnment ils, prcbab-

1y, its Education Department. We

have referred to the glarîng oversight

in the matter cf tbe Readers, and te the

objectionable features in the text-book sys-

tein. Anothier cf those administrative

blundera wbich are, in the layes cf shrewd

politicians, wcrse than crimes, bas recently

come te ligbt. We refer te the matter cf

the omission of British llistory from the

list of subjeuts for the examination for en-

trance te the I{igh Schocls. The facts are,

we suppose, that, especially in view cf the

unsatisfactory text-book autborized, Britisb

1-listory bas been found in practice tco dif-

ficult te be made the subjeot cf a written

exraminaticn for pupils at the tender age at

which mcst cf the candidates for entrance

present theinselves. This being the case,

the Minister, very wisely we believe-and

we do not doubt that most cf the teachers

c oncerned would be fcund cf that opinion-

resolved te drop it from the list cf pre.

boribed subjects, a list which is always toc

beavy. By retaining Canadian llistory

aloxie, be ne doubt thouglit himself te be

making an acceptable concession te the

on the necessity cf paying more attention

te Canadian bistory and institutions, as a

means cf cultivating patrictism. As a

matter cf fact, ne one wbo gives uxipreju-

diced tbcugbt te the matter can fail to sec
that, owing te the close relations wbich
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bave always existed between the colonies

and the Mother Country, there can be no

more effective means for proting loyalty

te British institutions and Britisb connec-

tien than the stuady cf the bistory cf Cana-

da. Wbether the Minister was Equally

judicieus in retaining Britisb llistory as a

subject te be taugbt orally in the public

scboois, under the supervision cf the inspec-

ter, ils open to question. No doubt tbat ils

the way in wieh the subject shouid be

taugbt, if taught at aIl, to pupils in the

public schools. But it is unfortunàteiy

the fact that, under the examinatien systein

wbicb now prevails, it ils well-nigb useleas

for the teacher te attempt te create interest

in any subject wbicb la not on the pro.

gramme for examination. Nor ils be very

likely biînself te give mucli time or energy

te, sucb a subjeot, at the risk cf bis own

reputatien and position, whicb often de-

pend very mucb upon the results cf the

Entrance txamination. Be ail this as ià

may, the shrewd enemies cf the pelitical

bead cf the Education Department could

net have asked a better Ilcry " tban that

afforded. tbem by the fact cf the dropping

cf Britisb Histery froin the programme for

the entrance examination. The great

mnajority of our peýopie are peculiarly strong

in their leyalty te the Mether Country.

ilence the dislcyalty cry, for wbicb this

change affhrded se geod a pretext, and

wbicb was most lustily used, proved se

effective that tbe Minister bas actually

yielded te it-anether aign cf weakness-

and hastened te replace British llistory on

tbe list, much te the disgust, we cannet

doubt, cf the bard-worke-d teachera ail ever

the country, who bad their banda more

thian full witbout it. It will be strange if

this vacillation and pliant yielding te, wbat

was clearly an election cry, pure and simple,

doca net de more harin te tbe Minister and

Government than could bave resulted frein

pluckily standing te bis position. If it

sbould lead te the severance cf cur educa-

tional systeni from party politics it might

be a-gocd tbing for the country.

SIR JOSEPH BANKS AGA.IN:

~~UI' ('AILOTEAND SONIE CAN-
AI)IAN LO('AL NA.\IElS; A

SIrPPIE\ENTAL NOTE.

A f<ew years ago I printed iii pamphlet
form a letter addressed te Sir Joseph Banks,
Pr,-sident of the Royal S>ciety cf Great
Britain frain 1777 to 1820, by Lieut.-Gov.
Simcoe, prior te, bis leaving E>ugland for the

as yet non-existent Province cf Upper Can-
ada ; in whicbe letter the Governor lays be-

fore the leîýrned President, confidentially,
bis views of the principles and practices
wbicb sbould give character te the newv

territcry about te be organizpd by him. As
detailed in my preliminary remarks, 1 ch-

tained possession cf a manuscript copy cf this

letter, made by the band ot a member of the

Simcoe family, and it seemed alI the more im-

portant in censequence cf the fact tbat it is

net te, be found in the manuscript series cf

the Simce papers, preserved in the Parlia-

mentary library at Ottawa. Many pers0l'
as 1 have reason to know, have bael iner

ested in this reprint, which bears theda
of 1890. When the papers of SirJ00
Banks were offered for sale by the emiflnt

London dealer, Mr. John Waller' the Oflgt

mnal of this identical letter wa in theco

lection, and 1 did my best te, get pos5e8loO
of it, but failed. I secured, bcwever, fr00l

ameng Sir Josepb's papers, an original nmO
uscript document, which is curieuse
showing the friendly and even intimlae
lations subsisting between Sir Josepbhii
the royal family of the day, and whicb

should certainly have given somewhere o

other in the pamphlet cf 1890, had t~
that time been in possession of it ; esPedi
ly as the namne of its writer is te ol
extent associated with the local n ,e-
clature of Ontario. The manuscri pt dc

ment in question ils an autog-raph lte

froin no less a personage than Qiieefl
lotte, consort of George Ill., and wrietf
throughout by her own band. It w00l

appear that it had- been the Queen s U0

to present to Sir Joseph, tbrou gb Ldl
Banks, at the close of the year, the bouoell
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gift of a Christmas cake. In 1813, 0
Joseph had been suffering from a severlbij

tack of gout, the Queen forward8 tO d

along witb the cake fi recipe for the wrniad

which she affirms had b.een effbctual in

case of a certain gentleman whe' t#

say, of a charm, supplied from GolC0lldo1l

the East, and procured thence at the OPeS
request of the Queen. The hle dl"*
ment reads as follows. It is addresep.e

Ldy Banks and is dated at Windsor, O

19, 1813 sd LàyBrk
"The Queen snsLd ak

Christmas cake, wbich able hopes Sr.jo5

wilr find as much to bis taste ai the 0
last year. acmpfes Wha

IShe aIse copne twt ho
for the Gent, the Effect of wbich, if toP
speaka Truth, is wonderfull. (10

Strangways, uncle to Lgrd Illehest.
beeon free from that Tormenting CcOP io
lever since he wore it, wbich is abttit
Menths ago, it is to be worn rol"g

Neck, as it is now prepared. tay
from qolconda, and was procured fort

Queen by a Lady, who by bier Desire -11
for it, and the Queen wishes most 106l

that it may prove as Beneficial to Sr-.O

as it bas given ber pleasure to obta'n

It would be curious to speculate;ý.
wbat the scientific Presîdent of thOex
Society thought of such a fancift~il tel I

fo ,h out, but out of defereflce J05o
wisli of the benevolent donor Sir s
inay have placed it around bis neck'f tY

may possibly, through the power 0 WJ

imagination, have enjoyed some dlf

bappy effects experienced byed<
Strangways. The note was enclos e
very informai cover, addressed i f

Josepb Banks, Spring Grove, neare
slow." The impression of 1a sea b, 0

the royal arme, in red wax, appears 0.11

envelope in the usuial position. ,I e W

of some interest to add that the
Qaeen Char-lotte, consort of George d

associated witb local nomenclature e0

ed in Catnada. The namnes givefl top

in the firlst plan of York, nqw o

were, as is well known, tributes 0 o~
te tbe reigning family, on the plart 0, C
founder of Upper Canada, Goverior -ip,
in 1793. King street was an allg'5
the King, George street referred to

eldest son, afterwards the regent>


