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MR. IIOWLAND's qualification baving been made goed by the recentof the Local Legisiature, passed f Or that purpose, he lias very properly b(re-eiected Mayor of Toronto by acclamation. But we cannot beip thiring that his fricnds have pitched their case too higb, and that far 1violent things have been said against these who took legal measures to tithe sufflciency of bis qualification. They have been denournced and vilifias thougli they were literally the vile adherents of " Barabbas," and engagin a malignant persecution of IlChrist." Nobody, we presume, questiethe wisdomn of the law by whichi a qualification is required. But t~reqtàrement can be enforced only by ebjecting to tiiose wbo are nlot duqualifled, and the objection is sure to coule front oppenients, and flot frofrienda; at least, we nover happened te hear of ait objection of any kirbeing taken by friends. We scie no more rnaligiîity in raising a questicas to a candidate's qualification than in votingl against hin lit the poliWfhen there is a doubt, the intorest of the cemlniiutiiLy requires that it siou]ho met at reat, sinco the acts of an oflicer not duiy elected may be irivaliiIf a candidate wants to aveid the annoyance of litigation, let hifi be surthat ho bas a qualification before lie runs: ho owus this precatîtion to tdicenînîlunity as well as te himseif. Tire Il Christ or Barabblas " view of thquestion is altegether tee biglî-flown te ho seund. l'le tliousands of decencitizens who veted in the mn;nrity mighit be veting wronig, Itut thîey believeîduiat they were veting riglît ; and a 900od IlianY ef t1heii, wlieîi tlîey readicertain document which appeared about a iliejîth ago, were strongîy confirined in tbat imnpressionî.

THEîuli is one subject at litist with regard te wbich Mr. I{ewlaiit aiMayor is well qualified te (Ie good service. HiO is thoroughly ac(lliainte(with ail thtat concernes the relief of dlestitution iii Toronto, as w(311 as lienourabiy distiîiguishied fer lus ewîî beitevolunt exertieiîs amniig the poorThe question is fuilly ripe for lus cens4i(eratien. In the past year lie leskthan 268 mon bave been conîmitted te the City Caol as vagrazîts. A thirdof these were proper subjects net for a gaol but for ait iiifiriary. TheHouse of Industi'y lias madle an effert te apply the labour test, but itFresources, as we und(erstand(, have proved unequal te thie iîeed. Wo arestill liable te iiîundation by destitute enhigrani, for, althougli lr. Carlinîgis right in saying that hie dees net ship aIl tlîe emîigrarits te Teorto, aIl ormeest of thtein faîl back upen Teronîte when, front thte closiîîg of the werkiîîgseason or any ether cause, they ind theitîselves in dIistres.4. It is tintîe tîmatthe question of the Relief of the Poor slieuld be takei t up in earnest aîidsettled upen sortie definîte plan. The reluctance te admit the necessity ofa public provision fer indigence is resipectable ; and we slieuld be veryserry te, tbink that the Werkbeuse systein woiild ever be imperted frontEnghand iîîto, this country. May the naine Pauper neveî' be heard onthis aide of the Atlantic!I But it is vain te say tîtat ne public provisioncan be ne'cessary hecause this is a yeung ceunîtry. A yeuîîg country inyears it is, but it is old in pregress, and we are already brcught face teface wîth the preblems, as well as eîîdowed witb the fruits, ef ain advancedcivilizatien. Nor is the prejudice agaiîîst public relief in tbe case efvagrants, er sucb people as weuld bc rcceived in a Labeur Yard or a Huseof Industry, welh feunded. Public relief admiîîistered by rule and witbdiscrimîination demoralizes and degrades les8 than private cbarity adîttinis-tered, as it is apt te be, witbout rule or discrimîination, and witb moreregard te importunity than te need. Fer private charity, acceinpanied bywerds of comfort, misfortune, sickness, and bereavemnent wîll stili afferd anample field.

MR. CHARLTOX again brings in bis Seductien Bill, and the reason fordemurring te, it is the saute as befere. It is feuîîded on a false assump-tien, and it proclaims a pernicieus doctrine. The false assumptien onwhicli it is founded is that in the irregular intercourse of tbe sexes tbefault is ahways and wlielly on one side :the pernicieus doctrine wbicb itproclaimai is that a woman is not the guardian of ber own beneur. It isliardly possible te, take up a social paper without seeing soute account ofthe intrigues of an adventuress whicb proves that in cases ef seductien theseducer is net invariably the man. Nor can tbore ho mucb deubt that the

tendency Of sucli legislatien as Mr. Charlton proposes wilI be, by giving a'R.designing weman a tremendeus held upen tbe victim of ber allurements,,bete multiply cases of tbat kind. Against violence, of course, the Stateundertakes effectually te guard ; it ougbt ashfetal e g ad fiot;bas net already donc se, against trepannisîg into bad lieuses, and censpiracyg:- of every sert. But if a girl ebooses freely te go wreng under the influenceladeoef ber passions, or of a love of finery, she bas hierseif te blame ; and theJan c.siuns f hsado h reprebatien wbicli will await ber are tbeLei indispensable securities for ber virtue, A false promise of marriage makesne diflerence; every yeung weman in a country like this knows perfectlyject well tbat sbe ougbt te wait tihl the premise is performed. That the purity,en Of tbe affections is tbe n'est essential condition of our happiness as well as, k- of Our virtue is most true, and hoe whe fences it witb new safeguards would,o ho a social benefactor indeed. But it will bardly bc fenced witli Icwýst safeguards, it will ratber be stripped of tbe best defence wbicb it lias, byed legislation wbicb, in effect, tells all wemen that however voluntarily tbeyed may yield te tbe sway of passionl their faîl shahl ho accounted involuntary,us~ and themselves beld innocent and bhameless before tbe law. T ocli marriage, by making it the alternative to the Penitentiary, seema aisecaly most questionable pehicy. It desecrates and degrades the marriage tie, iuerin can it wehl fail te be productive e? scandal as well as of unhappineas. Inid punisbing ilhicit interceurse it lays the train for adultery. We speak ofIn law, net of sentiment ; and philantbropy, if it dees net wisb te throwB. society into confusion, must learn te recegnize the beundaries between tbeId two. Nothing that we bave said, therefore, 
Crvnsu rmafriga1. beartily as Mr. Charlton himself ceuhd aflirm that a man wbo destroys ae0 weman's character, if ho dees it in the madness e? passion, falîs miserabîy;*e if deliberately, is vile ; and that the only tbing whicb can bring bin1 again, witbi1 the pale o? bonour, or, if hoelias a beart, restore bim te peace eft mmnd, is veluntary marriage.

El
1 Fare remindeil o? thue necessity of being loyal te right sentiment onthuese subjeets by a fresb outhurst in more than ene quarter e? the fancyfor wbitewasbing the cliaracter ef Burns. Social democracy regards Burnsas its peet, tboughb li was bimseif rather an equivocal democrat, for ne manever troubhed himself more about tbe manner in wbicb he was treated by thegreat. It is as miucli owing te this social sentiment in bis faveur as teadmuiration for the prince o? British seng-writers that a defence of himtagainst a cerîsorieus and bypocritical world, even if it gees the lengtb o?hîîîlf-glorifyiîna bis freedoin frein moral conventionalities, Iîever fist1bring down the bouse. If people weuld plainly say that a man o? genius,like Burns or Byron, who deligbts anîl amuses the world, ia a privilegedbuirig, and is îlot te be beld responsible for any breaches of the Moral lawin whicb lie mnay choose te indulge, tbey would do cînparatively littlehiarni ; because a youing man mnust be inordinateîy conceited if lie can taketo htinîseif thue pî'ivilege e? genius. But tliey do great barm by tamperingwith the laws of morality in the intereats of their faveurite. Burns'sirîtenîprrance, tbeugb muiserable and fatal, was the fashien of bis time.l[i8 incurablhe love of low cernpany, netwithlstanding lus training in arerlîarkirbly pure and affectionate homne, bis disregard of social law in keepingîrud slîowing about a satirical diary, bis gress literary attack on a lady wholiad been mest kind te hlm and wbom he bad insulted, may ho allowved tepass, except wben seciety is arraigried for its treatment of liim. But liscoiiduct te women was utterly vile. To deend, much more te shiowsympathy for it, is bigh treasen te affection, Nor, we submit, cari anymnan write, circulate,' and print ebscenities witheut being, for the tinte atieast, a blackguard. We extend the remark te Byron, Pope, Dryden, andany one else whom it mny concern, as well as te Burns, and we applY it,witli due qualification, te tbe reader as welh as the wrîter. Some Burns-worsbippers sella almost te bave persuaded tbemselves that lust and intem-perance are essential te a genius for Song-writing. yet it may ho questienedwbetber Burns ever wrete anytbing F30 good as IIAuld Robin Gray."

SOUE very optimistie Reform journals 5ccnm te ho flattering tliemselvesthiat after ail Mrr. Blake bas dlonc the trick. Hoe bas himiself, tliey think,captured Quebec by veting that the execution o? Riel was unjust, whilebis felhowers have kept ail safe in Ontario by voting that it wa 1s just.This view, we suspect, wihî prove te ho rather Machiavelian than preound.The leader of a party cannot cast off lis tail and go eut vote-bunting onbis Own account in this way. bis cenduct cemmits the party, notwith-standing any disclaimers, and oven thougli the wbole of the party may netfollew bim. There is net the shiglitest doubt that the lino taken by Mr.Blake bas produced its natural effect everywbere : it may have dlone him. andbis party good in Quebec, but it bas dlone the party as well as bimt net alittle barm in Ontarie and in the Nortb-West. But supposing the strategy
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