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Mz. HowLANDS qualification having been made good by the recent Act
of the Local Legislature, passed for that purpose, he has very properly been
re-elected Mayor of Toronto by acclamation. But we cannot help think-

violent things have been said against those who took legal measures to test
the sufficiency of his qualification. They have been denounced and vilifieq
a8 though they were literally the vile adherents of “Barabbas,” and engaged
in & malignant persecution of * Christ.” Nobody, we presume, questions
the wisdom of the law by which a qualification is required. But the
requirement can be enforced only by objecting to those who are not duly
qualified, and the objection is sure to come from opponents, and not from
friends ; at least, we never happened to hear of an objection of any kind
being taken by friends. We see no more malignity in raising a question
a8 to & candidate’s qualification than in voting against him at the polls.
When there is a doubt, the intorest of the community requires that it should
be set at rest, sinco the acts of an officer not duly elected may be invalid,
If a candidate wants to avoid the annoyance of litigation, lot him be sure
that he has a qualification before ho runs: he owes this procaution to the
community as well as to himsolf, The « Christ or Barahbas” view of the
question is altogether too high-flown to be sound, The thousands of decent
citizens who voted in the minority might be voting wrong, but, they believed
that they were voting right; and a good many of them, when they read a
certain document which appeared about a month ago, were strongly con-

firmed in that impression.
—

Turre is one subject at loast with rogard to which Mr. Howland as
Mayor is well qualified to do good service, Ho in thoroughly acquainted
with all that concerns the reliof of destitution in Toronto, as woll as hon-
ourably distinguished for his own benevolent exertions among the poor,
The question is fully ripe for his consideration. In the past year no less
than 268 mon have been committed to the City Gaol as vagrants. A third
of these were proper subjects not for a gaol but for an infirmary, The
House of Industry has made an effort to apply the labour test, but its
resources, as we understand, havo proved unequal to the need. Wo are
still liable to inundation by destitute emigrants, for, although Mr. Carling
is right in saying that he does not ship all the emigrants to Toronto, all or
most of them fall back upon Toronto when, from the cloging of the working
season or any other cause, they find themselves in distress. It is timo that
the question of the Relief of tho Poor should be taken up in earnest and
settled upon some definito plan. The reluctanco to admit the necossity of
a public provision for indigence is respectable ; and we should be very
sorry to think that the Workhouse system would ever be imported from
England into this country. May the name Pauper never be heard on
this side of the Atlantic! But it is vain to say that no public provision
can be necessary because this is a young country. A young country in
years it is, but it is old in progress, and we are alrendy breught face to
face with the problems, as well as endowed with the fruits, of an advanced
civilization, Nor is the prejudice against public relief in the cage of
vagrants, or such people as would be received in a Labour Yard or a House
of Industry, well founded. Public relief administered by rule and with
discrimination demoralizes and degrades less than private charity adminis-
tered, as it is apt to be, without rule or discrimination, and with more
regard to importunity than to need. For private charity, Accompanied by
words of comfort, misfortune, sickness, and bereavement will stil] afford an
ample field,

MR, CraRLTON again brings in his Seduction Bill, and the reason for
demurring to it is the same g before. It is founded on a false assump-
tion, and it proclaims a Pernicious doctrine. The falge assumption on
which it is founded is that in the irregular intercourse of the sexes the
fault is always and wholly on one side : the pernicious doctrine which it
proclaims is that a woman is not the guardian of her own honour, Tt is
hardly possible to take up a social Paper without seeing some account of
the intrigues of an adventuress which Proves that in cases of seduction the
seducer is not invariably the man. Nor can there be much doubt that the
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tendency of such legislation as Mr. Charlton Pbroposes will be, by giving a
designing woman » tremendous hold upon the vietim of her allurements,
to multiply cases of that kind. Against violence, of course, the State
undertakes effectually to guard ; it ought also effectually to guard, if it
has not already done so, against trepanning into bad houses, and conspiracy
of every sort. But it a girl chooses freely to go wrong under the influence
of her passions, or of g love of finery, she has herselt to blame ; and the

safeguards, it will rather be stripped of the best defence which it has, by
legisiation which, in effect, tells all w

may yield to the sway of passion, thei
and themselves held innocent and blameless before the law. To fo

woman’s character, if he doeg it in the madness of passio
if deliberately, is vile ; and that the only thing which can
within the pale of honour, or, if he hag a heart
mind, is voluntary marriage.

WE are reminded of the necessity of being loyal to right sentiment on
these subjects by a fresh outburst jn more than one quarter of the fancy
for whitewashing the character of Burns, Social democracy regards Burng
as its poet, though he was himself rather an equivocal democrat, for no man
ever troubled himself more about the manner in which he Wwas treated by the
great. It is as much owing to this social sentiment in his favour as to
admiration for the prince of British song-writers that a defence of him
ngainst a censorious and hypocritical world, even if it goes the length of
lmlf»glorifying his frecdom from moral conventionalities, never fajls to
bring down the house, If people would Plainly say that a man of genius,
like Burns or Byron, who delights and g
being, and is not to be held responsible for any breaches of the mora) law
i % they would do comparatively little
harm ; because a young man must be inordinately conceited if he can take
to himself the privilege of geniug, But they do great harm by tampering
with the laws of morality in the interests of their favourite, Burng’s
intemperance, though miserable and fatal, wag the fashion of his time,
His incurable love of low company, notwithstanding his training in a
remarkably pure and affectionate home, hig disregard of socia] law in keeping
and showing about a satirica} diary, hig gross literary attack on a lady who
had been most king to him and whom he had insulted, may be allowed to
pass, except when society ig arraigned for ity treatment of him, But his
conduct to women wag utterly vile, Ty defend, much more to show

sympathy for it, ig high treason to affection, Nor, we submit, can any
man write, circulate, and print obscenitieg without being, for the time at
least, a blackguard. W, extend the remark g, Byron, Pope, Dryden, and

» 88 well ag o Burns, and we apply it,
°r as well as the writer, Some Burns-
ave persuaded themselves that lust and intem-

» Will prove to be rather Machiavelian than profound.
cannot cast off hig taj) and go out vote-hunting on
mits the party, notwith-

ole of the party may not
follow him, Theye i 1ot the slightest doubt that the line taken by Mr.
Blake hag Produced its natural effect everywhere :
his party good in Quebec, but it has done th
little harm in Ontario and in the N. orth-West,

it may have done him and
€ party as well as him not a
But supposing the strategy




