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agreable. Another large street, Bathurst, is in the saine predicament
the overflowing of cellars and basements being no unusual thing
Murray Street hias a creek flowing through its drain ; tiîis creek tap
the country for four miles, and a i 5-incb pipe is supposed to conve3
away ahl the wvater that cornes from this back country. The gooc
citizens of Toronto who happen to, possess basements to tbecir dwellinig
houses or stores arc iii a constant dread of lieavy raiji and sprin1ý
thaws. The iiumber of lawsuits the city has been called u-poni t(
defend through the evîl effects of bad drainage is -legioii. 1 believe
speak the truth when 1 say that if such a fever as that which devastatec
New Orleans and Memphis should show itself in Toronto, the bac
drainage of the city would but make the scourge a tithe better thar
that of those Southerru cities.

AIl the sewage water of the city is eînptied into the reservoir, foi
the Toronto Bay is the reservoir of the city practically, froin whicll
8o,ooo peuple procure their water supply, and to whicli they send theiî
sewage water. The silent indignation of the good people of Torontc
should be seen to bc appreciated ;having voted awvay $2,000,000 011
Water Works, Torontonians generally feel rather sure whenl the water
rate cornes due.

1 amn happy to, say a îîuniber of the aldermien are takiîîg tlieir usual
vacation at the expense of the city this week. (Ostcnsibly they onjoy
themselves ofi the pretence of ascertaining the durability and efficioncy
of the roadîvays of the Ainerican cities, to wvhichi cities they have
now taken their uninterrupted way. 1 thoroughly hope antI trust they
will have as good a timne as their predecessors; ou tho saine orrand froîn
the saine city have hacl in previous years-long life to thcm! Seriotusly
-what a waste of civic money is consummated. evory year tbrough
this samne means! A ncw fire origine iu Gswogo is to ho inspected-
a patent hook and laddcr at Niagara is for sale cheap ; Aldermen
T- and L- get a holiday thereby. Every year this same
question of block pavement requires that haîf a dozen aldermen must
see into, the mnrts of thc different permanent roadways of Chicago,
Detroit aîîd New York. What a farce,! As if the report of lait year
wvould not suffice for this. The inatter would not bo so far fetclhcd if
there were any chance of the peuple benefltting by the trip; but as
the streets of Torornto are nut likely to-be improved this yean throughi
the agency of block pavement, the indignation felt in private circles is
very appreciable. ____________

Will the people of Toronto nover learîs a lesson of wisdoîîî ? Tho-
sad expenience of St. John iu their disastrous conflagration ouglht to,
have been a warning to us in the erection of our frame structures.
Such scandalous house-building as is found iii Toronto is flot te, lie
met with again lu Canada. It is to, be lîoped the fire inlull may
have a tendency to, work a refonm. To-day I examined carefully a
row of houses now being crected on Clarence Square, and I eau con-
fidently say the workrnanship xvas not good enoughi for a barn ; and
yet the City Commissioner passes such houses, and winks at the
unworkmanlike manner of thein construction; windows two and thre
inches out of plumb; xvails bulging out; wvooclen wiudow-silis of the
worst description ; siightly built roufs, the timbers of wvhich are
scarccly large enougli for a hien-house; bad drainage, and bacl montan
in the walis, the chief ingredient of wvhich is sand not lialf sharp
enough. These evils carried to cxcess are but exaînples of the
nefarious character of Toronto's terraces. ln ]ast week's letter 1 cailed
attention to the manner of building houses in Toronto ; this week 1
renew the attack, for the cvii is uîot a local affair-it affects the welfare
of the Province. If a fire were once to, get a good start in Toronto,
the disaster of St. John would be doubly repeated lu the capital of the
Province of Ontario. .It is said the city of New York, for the size of
its buildings, is the worst built city lu the Union. Perhaps so, the
walls of their wvarehouses are not the most substantial I have seen;-
but Toronto, for the size of the place, is wvorse built than New York.
It dues not require any very great mnemory to, caîl to mind warehouses
caving lu before completed, church towers cracking and walls of
colleges blown out; and how r-nany houses and stores have been
condemned on account of the shameful manner of their construction ?
I can at this juncture number many such. Qucen City'.

IN THE HOUSE.

OTTAWA, April 27.
There ivas a good deal of biard wvork donc in the House during the last

week. As the close of the session approaches, the time for rhetoric ceases and
the period of practical debate cornes ou). Tlhe M.P.'s ivant to get home, or,
l)erllaps, they remnember that tbey have Il itching palins " and long for their
cheques as wel! as thecir c<mgcs. 1 noticed a, ncrvousness iii their demecanour,
and they spoke to the point wvihout inaking vain efforts at oratory, wbich SO
few of thein are capable of successfully accomplishing. A few terse words

Iwere the most that the best of tbem said, and there ivas littie laughter at the
Iefforts made at wvit by one or two îvbo think themselves capable of mnaking a

bon inot now and again. Mr. Plomb was comparatively quiet, and Casey
ivas less demonstrative, for he ceased his jack-ini-the-box performance, as
if lie undcrstood that the Hlouse badl grown weary of hini. Casey writes
pamphlets, but spcaks as if lie hiad no idea as to what hie would

raccomplislî. It is soinewlat. noticeable tbat neither thc Frenchi nor the
Ilrisb mnernbers of the 1 louse give evidence of mocli speaking powver. With the

r exception of Mr. Blake there is not an Jrisbmnan in the Hlouse wortb listeving
to, for ton minutes. Mr. Anglin speaks a good deal, and is somewhat ready,
but lie is wveak and lacks the poiver îvhicbi goes to mnake a ready debater. Mr.

*Costigan seldoîn opens5 lus lips, and wvben lie does lie fails to commnand the
attention of thc Ilouse. Outside the Ilotise Mr. Costigati speaks iveli enough,
inside hie is, 1 fear, a failure. lis best, record is bis honesty, and that no one
doubts. In fact lic is so lbonest that lie lias left bimsclf poor, and some people

*would caîl that flot tbe bes. policy, but 1 suppose it is. Among tbe Frenclv
Canadians there are Laurier, Girouard, L angevin and Vallé, îvhile the Englisb-

*speaking menibers have Sir John, Tupper, Tilley, Mackenzie, Cartwright, and
a host of otbers. To bc sure tbe Frenchi-Canadians speak at a disadvantage,
but even in tbeir own language tbey* are more flowery tban solid, more general
tban argumentative. Not that I, exl)ect the Irish to produce a McGee, or tbe
Frencbi-Canadians a Cartier, but the preserit Parliamient dues not show either
of these nationalities to ordinary advantage. I)uring the past week tlîis wvas as
noticcable as it ivas during any part of tbe session.

Altliougb a good (leal of liard îvork ivas done, yet there was a great deal
of sucli debate as proves tbe stuif that men are made of from time to time.
Mr. Blake spoke often, and bis sharp voice rang tbrougb the Huse, but it ivas
devoid of volume. Ile always speaks with effeet, btit often witbout attracting
the attention of the Flouise. 1 noticed, too, during the wveek, tbat the miembers
uised their opera glasses less frequently than tbey did during the early part of
tbe session. At first tbey idled a good deal of tieir time away in looking at
tbe ladies, but the faces at last becamec familiar, and the glasses became very
unused, and the occupants of tbe gallery were saved from being stared at by
those îvho should know better. Ail tbese littie tbings indicate tbe close of the
session just as surely as the Il probabilities " of Vennor may meanl anything or
notbing. 1 noticed, too, that thc blouse wvas more noisy Ilian ever. Tbe
members kept snapping tlîeir fingers for the P)ages more frcquently tban tbey
were in the babil of doing. Th'le liractice is not a nice one, but it is to]erated.
Iu the mîiddle of some speech, Mvhen, perhaps, the House bangs uipon the
speaker's words, as a bec clings to a hioneystickle, a member wvill snap bais
fingers, causing a report îvhich is becard in the remotest corner of the gallery.
Tbe memiber wanted a page to bring Ilii a glass of water, or take a letter, or
some other liltle attention whicli tbe House recognises ivithout let or bindrance.

Eveli the Reporters' galleries bear a îvearied look, and the men îvho fil]
tbem are evidently tired of tbeir labours and want to go away again. Last
night the b-ouse looked even drowsy. Ail the dasb appeared to have left the
members, the spectators and even tlîe pages moved more lazily than usuial.
Tbe library is less patronized, the reading-room less visited, and the whole
atmosphiere of the Flouse bears a beavy and a tired appearance. The old
bodies in tbe Senate sometimnes visit the bouse iii large numbers, and it is
remarkable lîow little the people care wvhether tbey corne or not. 1 nevor
imagined that the Senate wvas tboughît so littie about until 1 camne aîîd saw and
beard for nîyself. Many of the miembers of tlîe House of Commons spoke of
the Senate with a smnile, and predict that its days wvere numbered as it at
preserit exists. It ivas only this rnorning that a member of the bouse, who is
supposed to be in favour of the Senate as it is, told me that the feeling of the
bouse wvas rapidly changing in favour of a change. But it was not an hour
after until another memnber told me tbat the Senate could neyer be changed,
and lie said something about Ilbulwark, of liberty," or somne otbcr phrase to
the samne effect.

Another tbing 1 noticed is that the boasted "Iventilation"I of the House
lias proved a failure. At the earlier part of tbe session it was tboughit that the
promised ventilation ivas a great improvement on last year, but experience bas
proved that the improvement bias been sliglît. The heat at times lias becu su
great that ladies bave fainted in tbe galleries, and at others so cold that the
reporters were allowed to wear their biats. Thîis is suficient to show you that
the Il ventilation " is still defective, and tlîat there is plenty of room for im-
provement. There is another important fact which it is well to renember. It


