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luinitîcs oiwc a dulty to thie people illlolg wvlîonî
tiley live ; ,nd shouild tlîey net lise flîcir influience
for the satfeguairdliug of nil sncbi public isscîubly
moins, whcnever tlic ol-pnirtunity occulrs!

I-iever. it is tnt nnly încving picture g;îlleries
iii olir cities and publie h alls in Our colnntry' tow 'ns1
that require attention. Ouir r-arnsliîacle sehiooi
bouses, whicli close-fisted. srtigltd school

boar'ds refuse te replace %Viti) nmd-
TI1V.4FE.~rnstrilctures or cqinip witl inde-

PUBLIC AND quatil firé eseapes. nre linlile at nny
RE1MI-PURLIC limte to rci)ap n brvelst of yomng
RUILDINGS. îleaths.

Net over 30 per cent. of our
city tlieatres aîîd public halls are properly cou-
strnected or eqniippedl to safeguaird the lves of pat-
rons in case of a fire or panic. Why is this? 'We
inswer thieatres spencl mnucili inoney with the daily

prssi ad1vertiîijig. and the ilaily press is feared
by' pub)lie olicials. tlierefore we ]lave unlsafe thieatre.

\rery few of mir chiurclies liave a1 sufficiclit uum11-
ber of efficient exits to enable tlie colîgreg-ationi to
reachi the open air iii case of a lire and pallie. Wihy
is tis condition tnot renxedied? q V answer that
pastors. deacons and eIders weild ant influience that
ighft control votes.

Stili wvorse, lîcuvever, titan iuîîsafe iiiuîisenient
hialls, theatres, publie hialls aîîd chlirclies. is the
pIlanl, coi struetion and ei ilippmn,t of uiost of oui'
larger reti stores thiît rcîîders poîssile %itlî tlîcir
muultitudec of shloppers a lîoloeauist wvhiell wîld be
% i tlîoi t iarail iet iii iistorv. Ili tIi s i*iîîineetion Mr.
Edniund Burke inii recent address hîefîîre the' On-
tario Associa tien ef A rclliteets (pb sidelseNvIere
ini titis issue) drcw a îuost getncsouîet pietture of a
Oire or panie l ii et tliese large establishmuents.
Ilc said iii part:

"To oîîr i md nut elornkous rcspniîsibilIity is iu-
volved. T'iîousanids anid teuls oftfhîmisanids of ini-
dividuals floelz f0 suceli esta bl islunieuits, anîd on spe-
(liai. days ancl at certain tintes fliese fhrongs are se.
great as te be pracl.ically unîuiiamiaeable. Ne power
ou eartlî coulcl extricafe fliese people ini thîe event of
al serions pallie. A lucre nnireiseiug panie wveuld
probably result in a pile of cruslîed and smiotlîered
liiiinallit.%. No systenî ut staircases unîd uio baffery
et elevators ini aîiv knewn establ isli Ile ilt could be-
gini te relieve the situation. Tie floor areas arc se
large and se lacking in subdivision thant the impact
ef a stlrgiag erow(l 1voiil( be practîeally irresistible.
possihly oxerturiug. stair rail ings. and wvell-liole
guards 1111( precipititilig llllu(lrcds te thîe tiers be-
low. * * 1 Thîe record of terrible accidents iii
fliese days of grezit uîîdcrtukîîîgs is appalling, and
ziny day iuay sec, and the possibilities mud probabili-
tics arc surit tfkat tLhe iîext disaster nîai' find its
locaitioîî iii sonie establishmnît %vlîielq lias negtcectc(l
thîe sclf-evidcîît lîreculiîtoîîs. the laek of i0lîielî is
ustnîl ly at thîe roi t of nîost of thîe d istressi ng events
whlî ci face the rea(ler aI îuîst dai].%, iii the public
prints.''

Docs neot tlîis awîlpictuire of al probability give
lis renson for tli<uiglit? Dioes it îlot illpre5s ils vith
tlic eriîlinlil greed ut the owueî's and the awtîîl
respensibihity tlîat rests îipen the shlldllrs ef oîîr
citv ceuincils.

Mir. Buîrke conîtiniues iîî lus addres- te show llow
tlî iîîgll reilsOil aîlle sel f-evidelit precalufiolis tit is
îîwfîîl risk of limitaîit hle coîîld be aveided. StilI
tlayý lifter la.y I.liolisand(s palss in and eut under the

roofs cf tliese deatiî traps. littie kueowing tiîat every
tinte they satisty, tlîcir desire te buy cf thîe wares
cf ene cf these g-reat stores tiîey are taking- tlîeir
lives iu tlieir bauds.

The press could, de a great service te flhe public
iii bringîng. aboita campaign tiîat woiild force
fliese structures f0 be se altered and cqiiipped as te
retider tlîeaî suitaule for the patronage of the publie.
l3îît if the daily paliers slioîîld îîndertakce suceli a
cailpaign fbey woîld rislz liaving- thîe great ad-
\,ertising patronage cf tiiese stores witlidrawîî and
tlîcrelîy ' hangs flic tale.

City officiaIs camnot be expececd to carry oit sucbk
a campaigo nless flîey receive thîe support cf the
prîess and the publie. An instanîce cf lieu tlic press
îîay lulockz thîe ivcrk cf a censcientieus official in

itfempting te do ]lis duty occurr-
T17E NE'ED cdl in Citiiao a few years age,
OP SUPPORT wiîeî thîe building inspecter erder-
OP P>RESS M< the ewîîcers cf ene cf thîe lnrgest
ALYD PUBLIC. departrmnafl stores iii fluet city te

nuake certain chanuges to coînply
%vitli the eitN-'s; lnildingerdcinanciies. Tluey paid ne at-
tention to ]lis reîuiatcd notices mid lie flnally callcd
n qriuad cf police aîîd forcibiy closed tlie store duir-
ille one cf flic buisiet hlers cf tlec day. Tic dleclar-
pd tlîaf tl cities ordiîiances mnist lie colnplîed witii
fîcfore flie store eould be agnin opened for bunsiness.
The owaers called flueir newspiaucr frîends toLether-I
whoi eritieized tlie sttîîborni officii for lus ''oveg
scaloîîs' action. timudr greit double coliiîuîi ieid-
Ilies anîd hui-ouir-lit i îîtiueîuee fo bear uuno thîe unavor
nriio iîisisted fliît the buiilding iinspector witiidraw
lis order. Thîe store was agaiii opetucd aîud tiiey
miade flic î-equired chuanges w-lien flîey liecaîne reid.'

C itv officiais catu tlierefore orly go ns fac as puiblic
opinion will permit tiienu. pulic opinion is cii-
trolièd by thîe puress. anud the press 15 inifletccdl li
flic pafronuage of tiiese great stores. Thieefore. n"-.
have imsafe reta il establishmntis.

Thec areliitcfs and flic cug-iliers eaui iiverthe-
less exert a gi-cnt iîfiflence flîroîlgî tlîcir prestige
ils teliiiieal exper-ts ont tiiese iiiaftcrs. and it shîoîîld
helicove fiieni te dIo evcrythiing iii flîir poawer te force
thie liaîîds cf cit.v officiais and encourage anîd pro~-
ilote the safle. souîîd conustrucetionî of ontr puiblie aîîd
seii-piblie biîildiîugs. It is a du1t' tiicy ow-e to
flieir. profession as uvell as te flic pubulic whiieii de-
pîends uipon fInir iîfegrity aîud luiouledge for tlic
(-liara<ftcr of flîcir bîuildings.

SILERE is iiucli food for carefîîl tliîglit :îîîd
inîtelligenît stilîdy% ii the recent fatal aînd cost-

ly fire inifi the eî liu in i NPN- Yoi-k. wilicli is
but a reiterafiti <if tile lessouis tauiglit by tlic Te-
îîîîitîi. Baltimiore aîîd Saîî Fraîîcisco conîflagrationis.
Th'lis. flic flrst cf iîig tires fui take place li n uîe
ef Nen- Yorks îîîîuc boaîsted of. so-caied tirepriîif
slZYscra;ptrs. bins led, te iaîîy erronecis sfilfcîuiits

oui flic part cif the niinîferincd
LE&SONS 0P, cilitors. mnaaîy cf whîoni miaint aili
l'HF, l'ilRKER flI«it it is positive proot cf the fnef
BUILDING tliat flic %ord ''firepreof" lis ah-
PipiE. plied to building construction is a

nisneuler anud tluaf if wili seirve te
shle flic confidence of tlie buildinug publie ii flic
cfficiency of modern tirepreof construction. A
tiioroiigli knowiedge of flue exact îiafure cf flic coni-
structionî (if flic Pai-er buîildinîg will haive flic velrv
op1 )osite ciffet o coiivinciiug the aîrelitect and pros-


