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munitics owe a dnty to the people among whom
they live; and should they not use their influence
for the safegnarding of all such pnblic assembly
rooms, whenever the opportunity ocenrs!

However, it is not only moving picture galleries
in our cities and publie halls in our country toiwns
that vrequire attention. Our ramshaekle school
houses, which eclose-fisted. shortsighted school

~ - Dboards refuse to replace with mod-
UNSAFE 2arn stroetures or equip with ade-
PUBLIC AND  ouafe fire eseapes. are liable at any
SEMI-PUBLIC time to reap a harvest of voung
BUILDINGS. deaths.

Not over 30 per cent. of owr
city theatres and public halls are properly con-
strueted or equipped to safeguard the lives of pat-
rons in ease of a fire or panic. Why is this? We
answer theatres spend much money with the daily
press in advertising, and the daily press is feaved
by publie officials, thevefore we have unsafe theatres.

Very few of our churches have a sufficient num-
ber of efficient exits to enable the congregation to
reach the open air in case of a fire and panic. Why
is this eondition not remedied? We answer that
pastors, deacons and elders weild an influence that
might eontrol votes.

Still worse, however, than unsafe amusement
halls, theatres, public halls and churches. is the
plan, construction and equippment of most of our
larger retail stores that renders possible with their
multitude of shoppers a holocaust whieh wounld be
without parallel in history. In this connection Mr.
Edmund Burke in a reeent address hefore the On-
tario Association of Arvchiteets (publislied elsewhere
in this issuc) drew a most gruesome pictinre of a
fire or panie in ouc of these lavge establishiments.
e said in part:

““Po our miud an enormons responsibility is in-
volved. Thousands and tens of thousands of in-
dividuals flock to such establishments, and on spe-
cial days and at certain times these throngs are so.
great as to be practically nnmanageable. No power
on carth could extrieate these people in the event of
a serious panie. A mere nnreasohing panie would
probably result in a pile of erushed and smothered
humanity. No system of staiveases and no battery
of elevators in any known establishment could be-
gin to relieve the sitnation. The floor areas arve so
large and so lacking in subdivision that the impaet
of a surging erowd wonld be practically irresistible,
possibly overturning stair railings. and well-hole
guards and precipitating hundreds to the floors be-
low. * #* = The record of terrible accidents in
these days of great undertakings is appaliing, and
any day may see, and the possibilities and probabili-
ties are such that the next disaster may find its
loeation in some establishiment which has neglected
the self-evident precautions. the lack of which is
usually at the root of most of the distressing eveuts
which face the reader almost daily in the publie
prints.”’ ) :

Does not this awiul picture of a probability give
us reason for thought? Does it not impress us with
the criminal greed of the owners and the awinl
responsibility that rests upon the shoulders of our
city couneils,

Mr. Burke continues in his address to show how
through reasonable self-evident preeautions this
awful risk of human life ecould be avoided. Still
day after day thousands pass in and out under the

roofs of these death traps, little knowing that every
time they satisfy their desire to buy of the wares
of onc of these great stores they ave taking their
lives in their hands.

The press eonld do a great serviee to the public
in bringing about a campaign that wounld force
these struetures to be so altered and equipped as to
render them suitable for the patronage of the public.
But if the daily papers should undertake such a
campaign they wonld risk having the great ad-
vertising patronage of these stores withdrawn and
therehy hangs the tale.

City officials cannot be expected to carry on such
a campaign unless they receive the support of the
press and the public.  An instanee of how the press
may block the work of a conscientions official in

attempting to do his duty occurr-
THE NEED od in Chicago a few years ago,
OF SUPPORT when the building inspeetor order-
OF PRESS od the owners of one of the largest
AND PUBLIC. departmental stores in that city to
make eertain changes to comply
with the eitv’s building ordinanees. They paid no at-
tention to his vepeated notices and he finally called
a squad of police and foreibly closed the storve dur-
ing ane of the busiest honrs of the day. He declar-
ed that the cities ordinances mmst he complied with:
Hiefore the store conld be again opened for husiness.
The owners ealled their newspaper friends together
who eriticized the stubborn official for his ‘‘oves
zealous”’ aetion. under great double column head-
lines and bronght influence to bear upon the mayor
who insisted that the building inspector withdraw
bis ovder. The store was again opened and they
made the regnired changes when they hecame ready
City officials can therefore only go as far as public
opimion will permit them. public opinion is con-
trolléd by the press. and the press is influenced hy
the patronage of these great stores. Thevefore. wa
have wnsafe retail establishments.

The architeets and the engineers can neverthe-
less exert a great influence through their prestige
as teehuieal experts on these matters. and it shonld
hehioove them to do everything in their pawer to fovee
the hands of city officials and encourage and pro-
mote the safe, seund construction of owr public and
semi-publie buildings. It is a duty they owe to
their profession as well as to the publie which de-
pends upon their integrity and knowledge for the
character of their buildings.

“t
IIERE is much food for caveful thonght and
intelligent study iu the reeent fatal and cost-
1y five in the Parker byjlding in New York. which is
but a veiteration of the lessons tanght by the To-
routo. Baltimore and San Franciseo eonflagrations.
This. the first of big fires to take place in one
of New York’s much boasted of. so-called fireproof
skyscrapers, has led to many crroncous statements
on the part of the misinformed
LESSONS OF cditors. many of whom maintain
TITE PARKER that it is positive proof of the fact
BUILDING that the word ““fireproof’ as up-
FPIRE. plied to building construction is a
misnomer and that it will serve to
shake the confidence of the building public in the
cfficiecney of modern fireproof construction. A
thorough knowledge of the exact nature of the con-
struetion of the Parker building will have the very
opposite effect, of convineing the architect and pros-



