
THE LIBERAL CHRISTIAN.

that evcry individuai Christian sliould have a creed ôf his
ôwn, for the satisfaction of his own spirit, and for thc con-
duet of Ilis own life ; but we deuy thiat le lias the righit to
enforce that creecf on any other individual. Accepting tlie
Sacred Scriptures as the only outward ruie of faitli, we
inaintain the pure Protestant principle of the righit of pri-
vate judgmcnt, and xvo would guarantee thiat riglitto every
indîvidutal mmid. Libc rai Ghinstiallity, by fluis iusisting
on the iieccssity of an in Jividual creed to the con-pieteness;
.of Christian manliooci, and tbe proper condnct, of an intel-
ligent Ch-ristian life, separates itself fromn iindifferentism-,
which is prone to say that belief, or opinion, is a niatter
of no special or practical consequence whatsoever.
Libcr-al Christianity, then, is to be distin guisheci ftom
exclusivencss on the -one hand, and frorn indifferentism en
the other. It is fartber to be distinguished from laxity,
for xvhile it insists thatt no nian shahl interfere ivith. the
freedom. of another, it is entirely strict with. every man
wvithin his own sphere. It presses individual obligation
directly and closely home.

In t1iis way Liberal Christianity beconies immediately
associated wvith. the Pteligious Life. It desircs to lead men
to Jesus, rathei than to human creeds, that tlhey mnay leamn
lis words, imbibe his spirit, and live his life. Through
Christ the living way, it would lead them to G6d, the
Fathier of ail. By rerninding them of God's holiess, and

love, and helping grace, it seeks to move> tliein to peu itence
and renewal. By rerninding tliem of the worth. and capa-
city of their owu nature, in connection with its degradation

and sin, it seeks to stiniulate thiem to on-ward and tipward
endeavoi. By reminding tliem of the- varions relations
whieh they sustain to thieir felloxvmen arounid them, it


