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method, and am myself strongly op-
posed in principle to the ¢ Bancherian’
bend, but if it fell to my lot to reor-
ganize a squadron taken over in bad
condition, I should unhesitatingly
make use of it. Train Aalf a dozen
horses into good form and then let all
the squadron ride them till they had
secured some idea of what a good
horse should feel like under them.”

el P

Hit the Nail on the Head.

Editor of CaxapIAN MILITARY GAZETTE :

DeAr Sir,—In your ifsue cf the 15th of
the 15th cf April last I votice a letter from
« Subecrib:r)’ I have read it very cure-
fu.ly and Lave come to the conclusion that
he has hit the nail on the head. I had a
Jetter written on the same sulj ct, but on
reading * Subscriber’s” I consigned mine
10 the waste paper basket, as he covered
all my points 6o much better than I had
done mysslf. I might further add I
brought ¢ Subscriber’s” letter to the no-
tice of several officers of long service, aud
one and all declared that it was perfectly
true in every particular. Those parte es-
pecially in which be says the force object
to ¢ be treated as school boys” which is
done under the present absurd Cainadian
drill regulations, and that portioa d-aling
with ¢ Colonels havingz nothing to eay
about the work,” etc., etc.,, aad the re-
epousibility ¢ they have to assume if called
onto act in cace of & raid or a riot.” I
caonot emphasize too strongly ¢ Subscri-
ber’s” words: ¢ The system is absurd.”

Yours truly,

CAMBRIDGE,
- QG

Military Service at York
Minster.

A epecial sesvice for the military sia-
tioned al York aod the local volunteers was
beld on Sunday last (April 29.b) in York
Minster, the otfertories of tie day being in
aid of the Soidiers’ Daughters’ Home. ‘The
arrabgements were carried out uaoder the
superin eadsnce of the Dean and Mr. T. B,
Whytebesd, the Caapter Clerk. Tnenave
west of the organ was reserved for the mli-
tary, and the Liord Mayor aud Corporation
of York occupied seats on the east of the
organ,w hile the military bands which took
pact in the service were located on the east
s:de of the choir seate, the public being ad-
mitted to the porth and south transepts.
The streets were crowded with epectators
to wituess the soldiers march from Ful-
ford Barracke to the Minster, headed by
their respective bands. The troops at
present quartered at York, and who at-
tended the service, were the Gih Dragoon
Guarde (Carabiniers), the King’s Own
Scottish Borderers, sho marched to the
music of the bagpipesr, the l14th R gi-
mental Depot, 3rd Weat R:ding Regimeont,
the York Companies of the 13t V. B. West
Yorksbire P.W.O. Regiment, and the York
Batteries of Artillery Voluutecrs. ‘T'he
total number present was 91 officers aud
1,048 mep, in addition to Major-Gen, Wil-
kioeon, 0 B, and the &tafl’ of the Northe
Eastern Dietrict. The service opened with

the proceesional hymo, ¢ QOaward, Chris-
tian Soldiera,” which was accompanied Ly
the combined bands of the Carabiniers snd
the Bordérers, the bauds having played as
a voluntary tke grand processional march
“Dipiel” (H. Moore). The Rev. A. S,
Comwmelize recd the prayers, The firet
lesson was read by the Rev. Chancellor
Raire; and the cecond by the Archbishop
of York. The anthem, accompanied by
the baods, was that compo el by Dr. Nay-
lor for the military eervice in aid of the
Egyptiao War Fund, “ Aod Asa cried unto
Lord.” D, Naylor conducted, acd the
bass solo was eung by Mr. A. McCali, and
the teaor eolo by Mr. J. Shakespeare Rob-
inson. These eolos, a8 well a8 tke choruses
for the alto3 and trebles and the double
qnartet, were unaccompauied, but the
chorus, ‘“Thaoks b: to God,” was ac-
compauied by the bande, and had a very
impressive ¢ffzct. The bhymn before tne
cermon was “ Jesus Christ is Risen To-
day.” The Very Rev, the Dean preached,
taking for his text the words, “ Fight the
good fight of faith.” At the close of the
germon & collection was made for the
Soldiers’ Daughters’ Home, and while the
offertory was being taken the combined
bands played Schubert’s ¢ Ave Marie,”
The pipers afterwards played the march of
“ The Land of the L2al,” and the com-
bined bands *¢ March of the Israelites,”
from Eli (Sir M. Costs). The National
Authem was then suog, and the Arch-
bishop pronounced the blessing, the bands

playing as a receseional Viviani’s * Silver
Trumpets.”

~ -G
German Army Equipment.

The details of the operations in the
marching kit of the German Infaatry, to
which we have already had occasion to
refer, have now been made public. They
sffect nearly every article of the existing
uniferm. Though in some reepects the
changes may eecin unimportant, they all
contribute to reduce the weight which the
G :rman eoldier has now to carry or to give
him greater eace. The etaud-up co'lar, for
instauce, is to bz replaced by a turned
down one, the length of the coat is to be
curtsiled, the calico shirt is to bs exchanged
for one made of some knitted texture, the
upper parts of the boats are to be made of
ligbter leather, and the nails employed in
them are to be maaufactured of lighter
metal. The knapsack and its contents will
be coneiderably lightened, The weight of
the polishing waterials and of the tinned
food will be reduced by 200 and 400
grammes respectively. The hinder cart.
ridge pouch will disappz=ar, aad to com-
pensate for its loss the two front ones will
each contain forty-fi e inetead of thirty
cartridges as hitherto, whilet an extra
reszrve eupply of thirty per man will fo!.
low io the rear. Further, the present
bayonet will be cuperseded by a new model
weighing between 400 asd 500 grammes
leee, the belta, etc., will be made of par-
rower leather, the pumber of the intrench-
ing lools will be reduced to fifty epades,
ten pickazes, and five hatchets p:r «¢om-
pany, which will bz carried by the etrong-

est men, the mauntings of the helmets will
be made of aluminium and reduced in rize,
and the overccats will not be ro thickly
padded as here!cfore.

These innovations represent a dimiou-
tion in the weight of the marching kit of
13 1b. or 14 1b. Under existing conditions
tbe G:rman Iofantry soldier carries a load
of more than 33 kilogrammes, which will
jn future be reduced to 26:138 kilo-
prammes. With the exception of the
Italisn Infantry soldier, whose kit weighs
exactly 26 kilogrammes, that of the Ger-
man Ariny will be lighter than any other
carried by the infantry of the chief Con-
tinental Powers. In France the kit weighs
28}, in Austria 28'9, and in Russia 29}
kilogrammes. As regards the number of
carlridges, aleo, the German soldier with
90 will carry fewer than the eoldiers of
any other military Power on the Continent,
excepting those of Russia, who have oanly
84. The French Infantry soldier carries
120 cartridges, the Austrian 100, anod
Italian 96.

The trials of the new kits will be made
in ten battalions of different army corps,
including that of the Guarde, and will
be concluled after the great autuma
macceuvree,
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King Theebaw’s Regalia.

An English officer, whose relia-
bility is beyond dispute, but who is
unwilling, for private reasons, thathis
name shall be mentioned in the matter
has made an interesting statement to
the Press Association, with regard to
the mysterious disappearance of King
Theebaw’s regalia. He says:—“I
was in Burmah when Mandalay was
taken, and a few days after, a friend
of mine shewed me the handle ofa
fan, thickly studded with rubies and
other precious stones. It was a re-
markable article of great artistic worth
and value, and has been identified by
a Russian, who was on Theebaw’s
personal staff, as the handle of the
State fan and a portion of the missing
r:galia. My friend said he had been
lucky enough to obtain the handle
for a nominal sum from a soldier who
had offered him the article for sale. I
ascertained that the soldier in question
along with another soldier, either of
the Liverpool or Queen's Regiment,
had broken into the Royal Palace on
the night it was taken, and that they
had secured the greater part, if not
the whole, of the regalia. This they
placed in a bag, and in order to ac-
complish their purpose they were
compelled to break the fan. The
whole lot was then buried within the
compound of the Palice, as the
soldiers were unable to get past the
guards at the gates, encumbered as
they would have been with the stolen
treasure. A few nights afterwards



