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for medical research, the wonderful activity in the domain of pub-
lic health, the popular crusades against tuberculosis, cancer,
venereal disease, infant înortality, and occupational diseases; the
legislative enactrnents in conneetion with workmen's compensation
and national insurance, ail of tbem questions in which we are
speciafly interested and toward the solution of which we should
u6e our influence.

It requires no prophetic vision to 'sce the bearing of ail these
matters on the future of the medical profession. It can te said
to our credit that we have a'iways beýen ready to sacrifice persongl
initerest to the common good, so that whatever tends to progress is
assured of our syinpathy and hearty support.

'There is, unfortunately. a dispositin on the part of sonie toinistake mere novelty and change for progress; awl of Qthers, look-
ing at a l)road question from a particular angle, to overestiînate therelative importance of one aspect of professional activity, l]sually
their owii as conapared with another. Iýt is here that the steady-
ing influence and biard common sense of the profession at large,whose theories have hecu tempered by the cool winds of practical
experience, should makçe its influence felt, so that, while ready to
try all things, we may hold fast to that whieh is good, at least
until something better is at hand, and tinder ail circumstances let
us be assured that, corne what may, the chief aim and objeet of
our profession shall be kept steadilv iii view-the control and cure
of disease.

iBut it miust. not te assumed that the future progress ofmedicine is bound nip entireiy in the activities of collegres, hos-
pitals, research institutes, boards of health, and so fortli. The
important 6trategie position occupied by the general practitiýoner
for attacking many of the problems of disease, for studying the
initiation of disýeasc, itýs course, perlhaps,.tlrouigl manv vcars, and
its final outeome, lias not been fully appreciated.

This aspect -of chinical progress is dealt with iii a înasterly way
in a paper by James Mackenzie, publishiec iii the Briiih Med'icaiJournal, January 3rd, 1914, and whieh shouid be rcad by every-
one, especially by ýour younger men, who frequently undervalue
the opportunities whichi general practice affords for scientific study.
Coming from one, bimself a gencral practitioner, xvho lias pràt-
ably donc as much as any other physician of our time to a pp] y
scientifie inethods to the clucidation of important practie-al
questions, bis ivords are worthy of our earnest attention; tie says,"«The genéral practitioner must te recýognized as an essentiel ad-
junet in research. To tim especially wc shon]ld look to find 'out


