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In accordance with the plans Jaid the Chapel, or Cave, a, the Shepherds,
down when 1 commenced, two weeks :“‘here. according to  tradition, Bene-
ago, to review Dr. Croke's work on "dict evangelized the sheplerds of tlwe
“Architecture, Painting and Printing, . neighborhood. These frescoes consist
at Subiaco,”” I now come to the con- of a dMadonna _with the Divine Child
sideration of the second phase of pro- | I her arms and a Saint on either

ruinous frescoes on
Abbot Peter 1. built

gress traceable to the energy and tal- | side, and some

the same wall.

ents of the Benedictine Monks, in
their Monastery of Subinco. In last | this chureh in 853.”
week’s issue I consider that it was And he adds (—

clearly shown that Abbot Ilumbert, “The walls of the stairway, called
s earl s 1052, introduced the .\ ! .
g te!l‘cyt, T’ ] 2 hit tt; T 1]\‘ the ‘Scala Sunta,” or Sacred Stair-
11 ;! architecture in Italy, ) )
0 style o way, aud destined to connect this

and church
be-

and that his first cloister
were built a century and a half
fore Northern Kurope had carried the
Pointed Arch to its greatest degree of
perfection.

In their enterprise and originality,
both Humbert and John V., were ac-
tuated by a sense of local holiness
and splendor. Proud both of their ab-
bey and their comumunity, they wish-
ed to commemorate both by the fin-
est artistic achievements. It was the
carrying into practice similar senti-
ments that created the great centres

lowest chapel with the middle church
whenee the Holy Cave is entered, are
frescoed, as are the walls and celings
ol the entire middie church, and as
are also those of the Gallery, or Am-
bulatory, and of the Chapel of St.
Gregory to which entrance is obtain-
ed through the gallery. The upper
church is also painted throughout.”

The period of the frescoes in the
middle church has been proven be-
yond all indieation to be the end of
the twelith and the beginning of the

of artistic work, at all times and in thirteenth  centuries. The gauthor
all places, it was such jeelings car- quotes & number of authorities on
ried into deeds, that created such the history of art in ¥urope, and all
cantres of artistic  work as Assisi, conclusively sghow that Subiaco  set
Orvieto, Lareto, and the Sixtine | the example which was uafterwards

followed at Assisi, and from Assisi

Chapel of the Vatican.

copicd everywhere, and that in this,

ine manner; those of the thirteenth
are half Byzantine and half Italian——
or transitional. The first mentioned
frescoes were ordered by John V.,
the end of the twelfth century,
John VI., Prior of the monastery of
the Sacro Speco, had the second
church painted jn 121%7. Thus we sec
that the monks of Subinco anticipat-
ed the taste for painting by a long
period.

at
and

M. Rio considers the Roman Jubi-
lee of 1300 as the starting point
the correlative work of Dante and Gi-
otto, hoth of whoin assisted at
ceremonies. The frescoes on the cuil-
ing of the middle church at the Sac-
ro Speco had been begun more than a

in

hundred years before Boniface VI1].
summoned Christendom to cel-
ebrate the Annus Sanclus.
"Thus we see fulfilled the

double primary condition of a centre’
of Painting and of a prototype of the
kind. The frescves at the Sacro Speco
consequence, doubly epoch-

are, in
making,

As we approach the “ Annus Sanc-
tus,”” of the twentieth century— six
hundred years after that proclaimed
by Boniface VIII —we can fully ap-
preciate the significance of this phase
of the subject. Iere is Dr. Croke's
proposition, the proof of which s

the
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I er instances from the efforts put forth
in the earlier, we are enabled L0 re-
gard the spot as a ficld of increasing-
ly fortunate endeavor, if not as one
of successful personal competition; to
allow: that it was not only a centre
of pictorial activity but one which ei-
ficiently supplied a special and funda-
mental chapter to the history voi the
renascence of Painting; (o ~onfess
that art received new. life from the
enterprise; that, in short, the site bLie-
came a veritable school, as well as
cradle of painting; a place of further-
ance not less than of originacion.
And all this is the more valuahle if it
cime to pass a full century heiorve the
era of Giotto's beginnings.”’

Whoever makes a careful study of

the history of artistic progress in the
Middle Ages, will come to the conviu-
sion arrived at, by almost ull auhior-

ities, that the art of Giotto was an
evolution, and that it was the re-
sult of another evolution. *'In that

evolution the entire enterprise of the
middle church of Subiaco entered,
lending aid to the era of incention."”
Thus it gave one hand to the last
struggles of an almost sterile school
and another to the glories of full-
blooded Italian; it linked wimt
has been called the Romano-Italian

took up the brushes laid down Ly the
dead monks; and finally the suhjects
vary with the age in which they
were painted, and the progress is
easily traced, from the ruder, efforts
of the early artists down to the per-
fection of work in those who cowm-
pleted the walls. TFor example Dr.
Croke refers to the Chapel of St, Gre-
gory, and says:—

“This chapel +was entirely frescoed
by the brethren. They nave signed
their work. One was an old, or inval-
ided, monk. Another helped his fail-
ing hand, or took up his brush. The
senior has signed his portrait of St.
Francis of Assisi with the words :
Frater Oddo. In the lower part of the
frescoed arch hidden by the present
altar-piece are the names: Frater Ro-
Frater Oddo, To the latter
Mei Transicrunt, 1'.
have been lay
is to be pres-

!

manus,
are added: Dies
M.D. Both these may
brethren, and both, it

umed, contributed to dccorate the
chapel. The date of their work is fix-
ed by the portrait of Pope Gregory

IX. with the inscription :(—

Pontificis Summi fuit anno picta se-
cundo

Hiec domus. Hic primo, quo summo
fulsit honore,

Manscerat, et vitam coelestem duxe-
rat idem.

Perque duos menses sanctos macer-

..  —w—The WMonks and Painting at Subiaco. e
A= AN
':‘J, A REVIEW BY " CRUX." ’ M

essvosnsared

it in communication with the ambul--

ntory leuding hither, it may o con-
jectured that the monks acquired
their art froin the painters of the
former, but it must be allowed that
the spirit of enthusiasm for the paint-
ing of the shrine and of devotion to
art, was emphasized by the participa-
tion in the work of members of the
community.’”

Whether the execution of these fres-
coes on the walls of the middle
church of Subiaco, be ascribed to the
pountificates of Innocent IIT. (1198-
1216), or of Monorius III. (1216-
1227), it is clenr no halt was made
in the undertaking,” and that it was
carried on during the thirteenth cen-
tury by means of local artists, and
with a taste worthy of, and only pos-
sible in, a full centre of pictorial ac-
tivity. Cantu says that Assisi was, in
the 13th, I4th and 15th centuries
pulaestra to painters, as were Subia-
co, Monte Cassino, and other cloistersg
Referring to this remark our author
says, that in as iar as it affects Subi-
ato, there is this difierence: ‘‘that
Subiaco, which had most powerfully
set the example to Assisi, continued
to flourish as a home of art until its
paintings had lost in rudeness  and
had come to rival theose of Assisi.””

i
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