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lowed him to the.lowlands in consequence of
the advantages in the way of nesting which
were obtained about houses. With regard to
dogs, the Professor argued it was most likely
that the first use to which these animals were
put by man was the driving of wild cattieand

" Naturalist’s Portfolto.

Tite IsLaxp oF LosELINESS.—A new island
hasg beén discovered in the Polar Sea, north-
east of Nova Zembla, and south-east of Francis
Joseph Land, the northernmost’ discovery of
the Austro-Hungarian expedition of 1873-74.

Cntholic Items.

PrESENTATION DY THE Hory Farurr—The
Holy Father has sent to the Rt. Rev. Bishop
Chataid, formerly Rector of the American
College at Rome, for the fair now being held
in Indianopolis for St. Johu’s Church, a silver

Shephcrd in Tremont Stret, Boston High-
lands, for Magdalens; a haiso of the Little
Sisters of the Poor; and n nospital and home
for destitute children, keptby the Franciscan
Sisters. This is in a Stato in which the law
to levy a tax on ecvrryhody ‘or the support of

I T H e . .
avéone more word to say. The spiritual
mftgre ofman js his soul. Mind is of the spirit-
ual nature. The soul,:beipg. simple, is essen-

{ally indivisiblé. “Therefore, mind and sou] is

one and thesame thing, Weonly consider the

soul in-its-differént-faculties when we say

mind, intelli ence"memory. . Lot
1f this mind, wh

""" (Catholic Review,)

O lty of the soul ex-| The Encyclical Letter of ‘Leo XIIL has

ressing. itself-through the braln, be one with
ihe body, then goul and . body are identical. Tt
soul and body be identlcal, parcnts  propagate
tiie soul as well as the body, But thisis aberesy,
as St. Thomas:Aquina teaches. Fory.as I'have:
snid repeatedly, God creates immediately the
soul of each Individual man. * o]

Dr. Howard may’ stick to his position if Le
pleases, but he does so aL his own pertl. - Tertul-.
iian, Appolingaris and some Eastern authors
1aught that the.soul was propngated inthesazae
manner a8 the body, and were condemned for

"'As to the bearing of rallroads upon the ques-
tion, some might think it rather remote, not to
say nazy. DTerhaps the Doctor was joking, and
wanted to argue that there is no difference be-
tween steam and the enging, or that the passen-
pers and the train are identleal.

The Doctor says I wanti to have, and am wel-
come to, ihe last blow. Well, he who hits last
eencrally wins the Lattle, and the decision 1
jeave to the judgment 0fln£elllgent persons who
1ave followed the controversy. Heis a prudent
cavalier who stops his horse on the edge of o
preeiplee. .

With the best of gnod will to the Doctor, and
many thanks 1o you, I conclude.
G

Tle following is a list of the ofticers who
have gailed for Natal in command of the

21ST ROYAL SCOTs FUSILIERS ;

Lt-Col William Pole Collingwood.

Majors Arthur G Hazlerigg, Richard W G
Winsloe.

Captains 1B T Bainbridge, Wm Thorlurn,
1 McK Salmond, ¥ W Burr, C B Robinsen,
1 C Browne, J N Tew, R I' Willoughly, J M
vordon, T Auchinleck.

Licutenants A C Dunn, A L Félls, ' L H
Lambert, A 8 Justice, W M Duckett, 1I B
Alexander, A W Collings, J H Scott-Douglas,
5 F Chichester, P W Drowne, ¢ F Lindsell,
W A Young.

Sub-Licutenants .J D Aaird, Hon Arthur 8
Hardinge, R W Blake.

Adjutant J H Spurgin,

Quarter-Master James Clifiord.

Lol Collingwoed, Majors IHazlerigg and
Wiasloe, and Capt Auchinleck are the ouly
oifticers who have any war services.

Music and the Drama.

Adelina Patti has a scalskin sacque worth
£12,000,

Miss Adelaide XNeilson writes from Nice
that ber pulmonary troubles have been much
improved by the soft climate of the lively
watering place on the Mediterranean. She
will be back in London next week to begin
rchearsals in the wonderful new picce we
have been hearing of so long, to be producéd
at Enster at the Adelphi. Only just now,
after months of tnlk about it, has the title
come out. It isto Le called «The Crimson
Cross.”

Boucicault’s new version of #Pauline,”
under the title of ¢ $pellbound,” will be pro-
duced at Wallack’s Theatre, New York, dur-
ing the present month. Mr. Wallack will
appear in the same character whichhe played
at his father's {heatre eleven years ago, and
the heroine—then played by Rose Eytinge—
will Dbe entrusted to Miss Coghlan. The
slaying of a tiger, the shooting of a bear, and
a duel across a table are among the quicter
incidents of this drama.

The Masque of Welcome—EDBrilliant As-
sembly — Grand Cheorus —History of
Canada.

Otrawa, February 24.—Theve was a large
and brilliant audience at the Opera House to-
night to witness the production of the Masque
of Welcome. Every available seat was taken,
and hundreds of people were turned away un-
able to obtain even standing room. In fact,
the disappointed ones were so numerous that
the management have decided to reproduce
the Masque at an early day. The Governor-
General and - the Princess and suite were pre-
sent, and from the hearty manner in which
they applanded the several solos and choruses
were evidently delighted with the entertain-
ment. The words of the welcome are by Mr.
F. A. Dixon, and the music by Arthur Clappe,
bandmaster to the Governcr-General’s Moot
Guards. 'The pieceisallegorical in character,
illustrating the history of Canada. 'he scene
opened with a sequestered gladein the woods.
At the back is n miniature waterfall, splash-
ing over moss-covered rovks, and on cither
side are trees, rearing their trunks amidst
feathery ferns. A fuint light, as of the Dawn;
showed the form of an Indian Chief in war
costnme, during which the stage gradually
grew light. The chief (Mr. Gourdeau), one
-of Canada’s first tenors, then sang his plaint
of farewell to the wood in the song “Sundown.”
Tho Dawn of Colonization, an Indian maiden
representing Canada, in a most elaborate cos-
tume, now entered, and sang a simple song,
at the close of which she is frightened away
by a number of backwoodsmen and trappers,.
who sang a ong in praise of pioneer life. A
procession then entered, emblematic of the
hisiory of Canada, those participating being
.dressed in the costumes of those mations
whose people have hewn down .our -forests
and built up our cities. After these, wwere in-
troduced the different Provinces entering into
the Confederation. Quebec was represented
by a lady habited as one of the old French
noblesse, having embroidered on her robes
the fleur de lys and lions of her escutcheon
-and. wearing & mural crown. Onfario was-
represented by a lady dressed in white, with
a cross of St. George and green maple leaves,
-embroidered thereon, her head-dress being.
autumnal maple leaves and corn, emblematic.
-of her agricultural wealth. British Columbia
was represented by a miner, Manitoba by a
trapper and hunter, Nova' Scotia by a fisher-
man, New Brunewick by a lady dressed in|
sen-green, and wearing water lilies in her’
hair, and Prince’ Edward Island by a sailor.’
A detachment of the G. G. F. G., and a squad:
of the Drageon Guards were present, and |
amidst .martial music marched on the stage
at the closing scene, where Canada tendered.
her welcome 1o the Marquis and Princess.
The whole effect wag. grand. . The words and
music Lhroughout are suitable to the figura-
tive-persunages. The following is the song
sung by Canada as-the welcome i3 given :—

Royal lady, on our welcome . ‘
Delgn to look with kindly oyes;
Lo af.‘ loving héartsare heatlnF,
‘Neath its simple, homely gulse,
Leaving courtly phrase to others
. We are slmple, but we're truc;
‘Canads has one heart only,

-And that heart she-gives to you.
Noble 8ir, we hall you gl

udly,

Nor where England’s flag is waving .
This—** Let right be done!""—is there,
Canada would faln grow upward,
__Strong and straight ag her own pines,
With her riame as clean, untarnished
- - As thesun that on her shinea; - -
Loved and honored through the nations,
" True and faithful she would;stand; = =
Never should her word be deubted, S
‘Nor dishonor touch her'hand2.:
" Guard her 50, and:sheshall:blesg you,
. And her children yetunborn
- In'the afterday shall-honor-:—-. e
71 . You, her Ruler,Tord of Lorne. . 05
. . One_hundred voices participatéd in. the
. ¢horug, and at the conclusion, a bouguet was:
presented:-by-a ,pretiy little- little gitl dressed
in white, and attended' by twelve sweet'little
children, similarly: attired. "~ The Princess:
.acknowledged: the" compliment by, .several
graceful covrtesies, amidst the deafening ap-
Dlause of the andience.

1<+ Thereis of

been widely discussedin the secular and re-
ligious press .of Europe and. America. The
tone of the -comments and criticism,- espe-
cially on the part of ihe  journals which re-

:present the highiest :and best thought -on the

side of Protestantism, is remarkable for the
large. measure of approval, and the respect
shown f{or the points not approved. The
London Spectator, which forupwards of fifty
years has been a representative journal of
power and influcnce, in a late issun bhas de-
voted two of its columns to a critical cxam-
ination of the Eucyclical Letter. As there
is 1.0 reason to suppose that the editors could
have any other motive to gratify than that
of fairness and sincerity, the sigaificance of
the eriticism demands attention. The Spec-
tator says: «The manner as well as the mat-
ter of the Encyclical Letter from Leo XIII.
to the Catholic Episcopate presents a striking
contrast to similar documents from the pen
of Pius IX. The ability of these latter was
on the whole, under-rated in this country.”
'This is, certninly, an important admission, and
indicates very clearly that Protestants are
slowly but surely beginning to sec the truth
that Pius IX. s0 nobody defended. Another
extract shows this still more conclusively:
¢ The reasoning wasoften, given the premises,
sustained and effective, and the attacks which
were freely dealt out to the Pope's encmies
had sometimes more point in them than the
clumeiness of the form allowed to appear.”
Havin:s made these concessions, it was of
course necessary to furnish some excuse why
the truth was not apprehended earlicr, and
the Lest apology which could be brought for-
ward appears to be this: «The one conspicu-
ous characteristic which diverted attention
from everything clse was thelr vituperative
volutility. The vocabulary of the Pope seem-
ed inexhaustible.” Ie who excusesaccuses It
is gratifying to learn from this high Protestant
source that the only objestion to be urged
against the warnings and instructions of Pius
IX. is merely that they were too voluble and
too vituperative. Probably the persons to
whom our Blessed Lord, during His life on
carth, found it necessary to address reproofs,
complained of his « vituperative volubility.”
For example:

«(Oh generation of vipers! How can ye,
being evil, speak good things ? Woe
unto you, hypocrites, for ye shut up the king-
dom of heaven ngainst men ;for ye ncither go
in yoursclves, neither suffer ye them that are
entering to go in.  Woe unto you, Scribes and
Pharisecs, bypocrites! for ye devour widows’
houses, and for n pretence make long prayers;
therefore ye shall receive the greater damna-
tion. Woc unto you, Scribes and Pharisces,
bypocrites! For ye compass seaand land to
make one proselyte, and when Le is made ye
make him twofold more the child of hellthan
yourselves.”

Prolably in none of his discourses did Pio
Nono use stronger language than this; pro-
bably the vipers and bypocrites to which it
was addressed termed it ¢ vituperative velu-
bility.” DBut, in the opinion of the Spectator
Leo XIIL is likely to avoid giving offence in
matter of literary or rthetorical style. ¢ The
tone ofthe new Encyclical is throughout
grave and moderate. There is no violence,
ne declamation, no appeal to Heaven fo send
down its fires upon a world which, in rejecting
the Pope, has filled up the measure of its ini-
quity. On the contrary, there is throughout
a careful avoidarce of everything that can
give offence.” Pius IX. never invoked
Heaven to send down fire on his enemics. He
was, in spite of all the injuries inflicted npon
bhim, sinzularly loving and kind to them.
The Spectator, however, shows a desire to do
justice to the ability and integrity of Pope
Leo which stands in marked contrast with
what have been the usual utterances of the
Protestant press.

« Even the Socialists, to condemn whom is
the declared object of the Encyclical, are con-
demned, so to say, with discrimination. The
doctrines attributed tothem are so described
as to muke it plain that the Popelas in his
mind only the most extreme and consistent
members of the sect. Leo NTIIL is careful
that there shall be no mistake as to what he
means by Socialism. It is that body of doc-
trine whioh includes the rejection of marringe ;
the denial that either lawful inberitance or
the labor of the lLiands, or the intellect, or
frugal living can create a valid title to pro-
perty ; and the determination to enjoy, if
possible, the goods of others during that short
span oflife which is all that man can enjoy
here or hereadfter.” :

It may be well to say that the hostile spirit
of the Socinlists is largely due to the persis-
tent misrepresentation of them by the Protes-
tant press and pulpit. There is no doubt
that the broad, truthful, and conciliatory
gpirit of the LEncyclical will exert a power-
ful influence even upon the minds of the
Socialists. G

The Spectator points out that :

«The Encyclical really supplies to civiland
olitical morality the argument which Ar.
Mallock has lately been applying to personal
and socinl morality.” Whether Christianity
be true or false, says Mr. Mallock, you will
not get men to be good husbands and good
futhers without it. Whether Catholicism be
truo-or false, says Leo XI1II, you will not get
-men to be good subjects and good citixens
without it. In fact, though the language in
which it is enforced is difterent, theargument
.of the Encyclical is precisely that with which
we are 8o well acquainted in the discussions
about Elementary Education.” " | ‘

The Spectator proceeds to say also that « the
school will be no avail, the prisor will be of
no avail, if they stand alone. Itis only re-
ligion tbat can teach men how to use the first
1o good purpose, and how to keep themselves
from getting .into the last*>.- .

£t also vemarks that the London Punch has
misconceived the spirit and purport of the
Encyclical when it represents in a cartoon
Pope Leo and Bismarck asbeing agreed for
once upon the necessity of putting down'
Socialism ¢ "

# That theylboth see in Socialism an enemy
to be vanquished is of course true, but in this
respect they are at one’ with nine-tenths of

‘| Buropean society. Itis not, however, this

general and therefore meaningless agreement

‘ ' that is the distinctive or important feature of

Loyal to the fag you bear, " "Tthe .Encyclical. . It is really addressed to

Prince Bismarck, and those who think with
him, quite as much as to the Socialists them-
selves. The real drift of the Pope isnot to
encourage princes in putting down Socialism
with the nym of flesh, but to warn them that
‘the arm of flesh alone canuot be trusted to put
it:down* - oL
course nothing original orstrik-
‘ing in these quotations, only ‘so far as they

|-represent the great and-important fact” that.

“Protestants living in good faith are  begin~
Jing to see :and-appreciate the truths and
tedchings of the Catholic Church. Whea we
fee an-able and' powerful- organ such as the
 Spéctator. frecly snd voluntarily, impelled by,
& genss of justice, acknowledging thesé truths,
‘it is'ag pleasing to us as ‘it'is-honourable to
the editors of that journal.

.learn that Rev. Dr. Danicl Gans has resigned

| the Brothers of Charity, a houee of the Geod

statuette of the Madonna on & malachite base,
copied from the statue of the Immaculate
Conception in the Piazza di Spagna. Rome.

CoNVERSION oF A PROTESTANT AINISTER 5XD
ms Famey.—TFrom the Baltimore Swn we

the pastorate of the Third Reformed Church
in that city, and that he and his family are
under the instructions for their reception into
the Catholic Church. Dr. Gans has a son
practising law in Baltimore, and his wife and
daughters are preparing to enter the Church
with him. His conversion is the result of
twenty years’ deliberation and study, during
which he found himself gradually estranged
from Protestantism and drawn towards Catho-
lie: unity.

R Cnrdinal Callen.

Suberiptions to the Cardinal Cullen Memo-
rial have now reached £4,100, although the
list has been opcu only two months. When
there is a defiuite decision as tothe shape the
memorial is to take a fresh impetus will be
given to he public gencrosity. We are glad,
at all events, that Dublin, minongst its legion
of statues, will have one of aCardinal in
robes.

<@
Loxd Gower's Impressions of Amexico.
Lord Ronald Gower has been giving his first
impressions of America in Vuadty Fair. It
may be interesting to learn that he found all
classes ¢ not only civil, but highly civilized,
as compared, class for class, with the English;
not only amiable, Dut asa rule kind and cour-
teous, and with rare exception, well informed,
well Lred, and baving wmore refinement of
manner ¥ than any people among whom he
bad ever been. The courtesy, not an eye and
lip civility, shown to Indies, struck him as in
strong contrast with English grumpiness. His
lordship's cstimate of Americans in so high
that we venture to say that even they them-
selves will blush like bashful maidens when
reading their praises. :

P

Sunday Evening Concerts.
[London Free Press.)

Sunday evening concerts are becoming more
and more an Ameriean institution in New
York. They have long Leen a German in-
stitution, invariably conanected with beer
drinking. There have been places in the city
where one might hear good music and drink
beer of a Sunday night withgut money and
without price save the price of the beer. But
ot late it has been found profitable to give
Sunday concerts in large halls without the
nccompanying beer. These are well attended,
and orderly audiences sit through long pro-
grammes in which the best musical authors
predominate. At first thesc concerts were
called “ Grand Sacred Concerts.” Now the
manngers are dropping the title of sacred
without changing in any way the character of
the music. There are worse ways of spend-
ing & Sunday evening than listening to good
music. [Yes, if no harm was otherwisc done.
What of the « beer” and other ¢ institutions®
allied toit.]

¥

Talmage on St. ¥alengine's Day,

The latest thing that the Rev. Dr. Tal-
mago haslduked at “from a religious stand-
point,” is St. Valentine's Day, with its “six
million valentines fluttering in the excited
grasp, and thirty million people wondering
wherethey came from.” The religious lesson
is this:

# 85t Valentine's Day cannot be spared from
the calendar. No harm will come from carica-
tures ?‘ourchlldrcn receive. Thevalentines Also
has higher uses. There comes & thme between
18 and 25 years of age, when one does not know
exactly what is the matter, You get drenmy,
You dare not write a letter expressive of your
feeling, for you do not want to commit yourself,
and ntijl},s,t that time the uses of the valentine
come in!

_This is sorry stuff; hut it might have had
some puint if the reverend trickster had
warned the hearers against ever rending a
valentine begging or pledging bogus church
subscriptions.

——t
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Mottores and NickeNames of ‘the XRegl-
ments of the British Army.

The 29th are known as the “Saucy Worces.
ters.” The 30th arve the #I'reble X's” (XXX.)
The 21st, the

« YOUNG BCFFS,”
once earned the goaed opinion of a General un-
‘der wham they were serving. . He cried out,
& Well done, old Bufts!"—¢ We are not the
Bufis, 8ir,” was the reply. Then well done,
young Bufls I" was the final response; and the
« Young Bufts” they becnme. The 32nd
Light Infantry feel proud of being known as
«Cornishmen.” Their leroic defence of
Lucknow in 1857 will never be forgotten.
The 33rd Foot wished to become known as
the “Duke ot Wellington’s regiment,” and he
consented, but stipulated for a postponement
of the naming until after his decease; the as-
sumption of the title, therefore, did not take
place until 1853. The history of the regi-
ment tells, however, of an older and more fa-
miliar appellation, the ¢ Havercake Lads,”
due to the fact that when first raised their re-
cruiting sergeant was wont to march with an
oat-cake impaled on hissword. The 34th are
« Cumberland's Lads.” The 35th gained their
name of the « Orange Lillies,” from the colour
of their facings, which years ago were orange.

Progress of Catholicity.

A correspondent In Boston, wlio has re-
cently visited EastCambridge and Cambridge-
port, Mass, says that the progress of Catho-
licity in that quarter was a matter of great
gurprise to him. When we consider that at
the beginning of the present generation Bos-
ton' counted omly about 160 Catholics, with
only one priest, Rev. Father Thayer, a con-
vert from Congregationalism, with only a few
other Catholics scattered throughout the State
of Massachiusetts, while now we find the Dio-
cese of Boston an archbishopric, with 310,000
Catholics, 176 churches, 213 priests, and a
large number of bospitals, orphan asylums
and free schools, and the Diocese of - Spring-
field, in the same State, with a Catholic popu-
lation of- about 150,000, 98 priests, and 86
church’es,‘thete is still greater matter for sur-
prise. In the Diocese of Springfield, parti-
tioned from that of Boston in 1870, and'con-
taining & Catholic population of about 150,000,
there is a Catholic college, an orphan asylum,

schools, chiefly under the care of the Sisters
of Notre Dame, Sisters of Mercy and |
Bistérs of Charity. ~The Sisters of
-of Notre Dame, whose mother-house is in
Cincinnati, have at least, 7,000 children under
their ‘cére in Massachusetts, chiefly in- paro-
chial schools, but they have also'many-flour-
isliing academies'for higher education, chief |
among which ‘are, we bélieve, those at Lowell,
Boston Highlands and " Berkeley Btreet,::Bos~
ot Thete ara besided in the Diocese of Bot..
‘ton three orplisn‘asylums; a home for destis
fute chiliren, an Infant asylum, four hospitals, |
and’ a; ‘Protectory in‘-care of the' Bisters; of |

ond about 4,000 Catholic children attending |

the Protestant religion, wur modified only as
late 05 182t! Truly, if tle tyrannical Puri-
tans who passed that and similar Inws were
now permitted to visit Massachusctts they
would, be surprised at the liberty of conseience
now enjoyed, and the general progress made
since Catholies Legan to grin an ascendancy
in Massachusets. '

P @ < SM—
Catting I'iles by Machinery.

It was long supposed that no machine could
be invented to cut files as well as by hand,
but it seems that American ingenuity has
solved tho difticulty. Almost all the liles
made in ihe United States are cut Ly ma-
chinery, while Englishmen still stick to the
old method. The result must be to give the
American maker a great advaniage in point
of price, und as his product is good as well as
cheap he must ultimately beat the English-
man.

Eighting Houses by Electricity.

One of the practical difficulties in the way
of lighting houses by electicity was obviated
when the divisibility of thelelectric current
was demonstrated by Edison. Hetore that
time the electric light had Leen practicable,
but the expense of an apparatus for ench house
forbade the general application of the system.
One large machine can now bLe made to do
duty for a considerable avea, though not, as
has been supposed, fora whole eity. Itisnot
cconomical to transmit powerful currents
much beyond half a mile, and this fact will
render it nccessary to genernte electricity in
cach city Ly many machines, each doing duty
for one square mile. The only problem now
remaining unsolved is how to make the elee-
tric light cheap : when Edison or some one
else has succeeded, then we may hope to turn
it on ns we now turn on gas.

In the Moon Inhabited ?

M. Flammarion, the great French astro-
nomer, being desirous to test the truth of his
surmise that there are inhabitants in the moon,
proposes to construct a telescope of sufticient
power to definitely seltle the question. A
committee has been organized to collect the
necessary funds, the cost of the instrument
being estimated at 1000006 tranes.  This
will be the most costly telescope inthe world,
unless the American proposition to erect one
on Pikes Peak at an expense of 51,000,000
should be carried ont, and it now scems proba-
ble that it may be. Four years will be re-
quired to complete the instrument, and if
funds are provided there is no reason why it
'should not le completed. Its power wonld
be suflicient to distinguish buildings ot any
magnitude, and to show the topography of the
moon’s surface.

The Pedestrinn Championship.
(New York Sun.)
The match is exciting much interest up
town. Harriman is frecly backed by Mr. Walton

75 to £100 on Harriman against O'Leary.

Mz, Kelley to wager 35,000 against S10,000
that Harriman will lead O'Leary.

Messrs, Charles Rowell and Johin Ennis are
expected here next Tuesday. Mr. Rowell,

twelve hours from some mishap.

miles, notwithstanding his twelve hours’
withdrawal.

Iast year in 18h. 48m. 40s.
record for this. But on making a heavy de-

was not covered. In the American Institute
Jast May he gained a record of 1601 miles in
34h. 29m,, only taking one rest of seventeen
minutes during that time In Gilmore's
Garden last October he walked 1044 miles in
22h, 25m. 11s. In Buffrlo one hot day last
July he covered 100 miles without a rest in
20h. 40m. 4is. Last June he walked 400
miles in five days—=&0 miles each day.

John Ennis of Chicago has thie reputation
of being a fair long distance walker, the only
trouble being that he is sometimes taken sick
on the track.

It is understood, however, that the walk is
to begin on the 10th of March. It is also Le-
lieved that it will be a genuine contcest, nn-
{)iklc the last two miserable struggles for the

elt,

Throwing the Shoe.

Oue of the best known customs connected
with shoes is tha¢ of throwing them after n
wedding party on their way from church or
elsewhere. It is, say the authors of Lan-
cashire I"olk-lore, a relic of Anglo-Saxon or
Danish usages of ancient origin. The
Lancashire custom is to throw an old shoe on
leaving the house to be married, as & prevent-
ive of future nnhappiness, and an omen of
good luck and prosperity. In Norfolk it is
also the custom to throw the shoe after the
wedding party on proceeding to the church.
In Yorkshire, according toa writer in Hone's
Table Book, in 1827, there was & custom called
“thrashing,” which signified pelting people
with old shoes on their return from church on
the wedding day. « Thrashing " had at firat
some raisan d'etre, but as time went on this
became forgotten, and the custom was indis-
criminately practiced among the lower orders.
The Kentigh fcustom is -for one of the
groomsmen to throw the shoe, -after which
the bridesmaids run, she who gets it believ-
ing that she will be married first. She in
turn throws it nmong the men, the man who
receives the blow being also destinod for mar-
ringe before the others. A custom 'not very
dissimilar used to prevail among the noble
Germans in the past. The bride on being
conducted to the bride-chamber used to take
off her shoe and throw it among' those who
were near, every-one striving to catch it,and
the guccessful one accepting it 28 an omen of
his or her early and happy marriage. Thers
isan old rhyme still extant, which givesa
date to this custom of throwing shoes at wed-
dings: - L

“'When Britons bold
‘- Wedded ofold, : .
Sandals were backwaid thrown,
- ‘The palr to tell
That, fil or wolf, -+ .
The act wad all thetr gwn,” . :
. This ctstom has of late been very generally’
revived, and /s now. as popular at-fashichable
London weddings a8 among our. more guper--

> . [

-number ' of iNoles - and. iQuericed: -suggents

that it was . a.vsymbol' of ! renunciation’
of..' doniinfori” and ! .authority . over . thé:

the i receipt - of - ‘
bridegroom, even if accidental, :an

""the ! shoe- by .1 the:

Oharity ; a Protectory for- boys, in-charge of

that authority was trnnsferred to him.—=A42l},
Tear Round. f -

-

of the St. James, who las made many bets of

Now he has drawn in a little, but authorizes

who is described as a manly, gentlemanly pe-
destrian, has no great published record. He
started on a six-days' walk once, but stopped
e then
went on the track again by request, and al-
though he was fifth or sixth out of a dozen,
he ended by taking third money, walking 470

Harriman's best performances are 100 miles
He has no ofticinl

posit that he would repeat the fent, themoncy

_{ resembiance betweon them all was that they

stitions cotintry folk. :‘A: writer in an old |‘those animals simply becange ‘they were con=
omix ' ‘ Jarger proportion of the animals domesticated:
‘bride by ' her" fathier « of' guardian;iand |:than’
omen that: %d:ii'rﬁbé
'was mountain living, and hed afterwards fol-

Its precise locality is latitude 77 degrees 33
minutes Norlh, lengitude 86 degrees Kast, and
it is about ten miles long, one hundred feet
high level and treless. It was first descried
on September ird by the Arctic explorer and
hunter, E.Johannessen, who called itlinsomhe-
<len, which means loneliness,

SNAKES AND THE GERANIUM.—In South Aftica
we are told the geranium has the repulation
of being o guard against snakes, which, it is
saih, avoid the plant asthiough it were poison-
ous. We are reminded that thongh the flowers
of thie geranium ore scentless, the leaves con-
tain 0 quantity of volatile eil, with more or
less pungent odours, and it is stated that no
snake will cotne neara bed of these flowers.
A resident in South Africa has surrounded liis
house with a cordon of geraniumg, with the
result that it is never visited by these unwel-

come intrudovs.  The discovery ot this pro-

perty inthe geraniwm is attributed to the

Kaliirs.

Tuw Crarry et Cras—"There aremany

gpocies of hermit crabs, those of the tropics
being the largest and handsomest.  "This odd
creature inhabits the shell of some molluse in
which it can bury its unprotected tail andinto
which it can retreat when threatened with
danger. Tt usurps the deserted home of vari-
ous wmolluses, according to its size; when
voung and small it is found in the shells of
the tops, periwinkles, and other small molluses
and when it reaches full nge it takes posses-
sion of the whelk shell and entirely dills the
cavity. The crafty bermit crab is found in the
Mediterranean, and among other shetls which
it inhabits the variegate triton isknown to be
a favourite.  'Thie crabs are supposed to light
for the shell.

Sea Deants.—The old = bulls ™ have long
course, almost bristly, tur on their neck and
shoulders, which miflles when attacked, and
this, with theiv great teeth, gives them rather
a formidable leonine appearance. These
¢ pulls " are savage, and so fieree that eaution
iy required in facing them : they even are so
Lold s to leave the water and chase o men.
One great and very old dark-coloured fellow,
uXing of a mob,” was christened “Toyal Tom,”
whose daring and dignity would bavely allow
him to move oftf when driven hard. On boand
the vessel which rescued the castiway survi-
vors was o very large courageons dog, which

other game into pit-falls, remarking that this
theory would alsu explain the domestication
of the ox, as the calf would Le completely at
the mercy of the hunter after the cow had
fullen into thie pit, and would doubtless be
thereupon reared in the hope of further profit.
Un coming to denl with the history of the
horse, he said there was every reason to believe
that Mongolians were the first to domesticate
it, and, further, that the first mention therc
was of it occured in Gienesis in connection
with the account of Joseph in Exypt. One
important respeet in which the herse differed
from thc ox, sheep, and pig was, it was pointed
out, that througliout its use by man it had
changed only in a very slight degree.  In re-
ference to cats, it was mentioned that the
Grecks and Romaus in ancient times did not
possess o cat corresponding in type with the
cat of the present day, which had come fron:
Egypt bub used as o houschold animal, and
for the satne purposes a species of weasel, one
proof of which was that the vat of those oid
times was written wbout as being guiliy of the
theft of honey. a theft which no cat would now-
adays think of committing. In concluding,
Prof. Rolleston stated that some writers had
speculated ax to whether, in the not distant,
future, the whole of the animal worlid except,
the part which lived in the sex, would not be
more or less brought into o cendition of «de-
mestication.  Some sucl course seemed in his
opinion, inscparable from the progress  of
civilisation, and tlhis. he thought, wus not {o
be regretted, as undonbtediy the greatest hap-
piness to the greatest nuniber of unimals was
secured by dowmestication.  Benthuuu haad fore-
told the future when he said—-The thme will
come when humanity will extewd its mantle
over all that breathes.  We have begun by at-
tending to the condition of slaves: we ~hall
finish by softeninyg the condition of the animals
that assist our labors or supply our wanr:”

Domestic ad Useful.

TH Kerr Wonss o0t oF Drtep Fremr.—-When
it is stored after deying, put belween cvery
half bustiel of it a large handiul of bk of
sassnfras, and strew o libernl sapply on top.
1 will insure that the worms will not Liouble
it

Mornz—Iliousekecpers should know that a
small picee of paper or linen, moistened with
spirits of turpentine. and put into a chert of
drawers ov wardrobe for o single day ov three

would fusten on the otariex, but get dread{uily
torn, and wis no mateh in point of strength.
Their tenacity of life is extraordinary.  For
instance, one received two Dbullets, had its
head split open with an axe, and brain hang-
ing out, but nevertheless dragged along the
beach the men who were trying to keep him
out of the water by hanging on his hind Hip-
pers. Musgrave recounts the amus-
ing manner in which the mother coaxes the
youny towards (he water, which at first it is
averse Lo entery and she often displays inge-
nuity in getting it in. She puts it on her buek,
swims along gently, while tise little bleating
fellow slips or splutters off into the sca; the
mothier agrin gets underneath or even becom-
ing angry, gives it o cruel bite or slap with
her flipper.  Ulimately, after sucn drilling,
the youngsters take to the water of their own
accord, and paddle abont or play on fhore in
gl'()llllh'.

Tur Fecaryerrs Gronrnes v leetasxn—="Tne
Wiow.—A  Co. Wexford  correspondent
writes: ¢ I read lately an interesting para-
graph in your naturalist’s columm, on the
Euncalyplus Globulus, or blue gum tree of Aus-
tralin, which well authenticated cases have
shown to be a preservation against fever. 1t
grows freely in the south of Ircland. Since
the Lito frosts I saw it in Johnstown Castle
demesne, 3 miles south of Wexford, where it
was introduced Ly the Farl of Granard. The
specimens therc nppenr quite uninjured by the
frost. Some are over 40 feet in height.  tne,
standing Letween the mansion and the upper
lake exhibits most luxuriant foliage and has
been wondorfully rapid in its growtlr.  The
head gardener told me that he had raised
plants from the home-grown seeds. A recent
Catholic missionary in Australin states that
there are at least two other varieties amongst
the Aurstralian mountaing, attaining a vast
size, quite hardy and possessing inaneminent
cdegree that peculiar aroma which is supposed
to e 8o decidely antifebrile.  Another recent
traveller speaks of a specinien of the Eucalvp-
tus in Victoria as being 280 fect to the first
branch and 460 feet to the topmost twig) —It
may interest our correspondent to know that
the anti-malarial proprieties of the willow, in
some localitics at least, appear to be quite
¢qinl to those claimed for the Eucalyptus. In
the region of Asia Minor about Ephesus the
prevalence of malaria has stendily diminished
as the willow has been introduced.  Thanks
to the offects of Mr. C. D. Van T.cnnep,
Swedish Consul at Smyrne, this tree is now
extensively grown in districts which were
comparatively treeless twenty yearsago. That
it exerts some influence against the fever is
probable ; and that it strengthens the baoks
of the strcams, furnisltes excellent fuel, and
supplies good material for farming implements
is certain. —~(Ed. N. I))

Tue DoMESTICATION OF ANistALs.—Professor
Rolleston, Oxford, delivered an interesting lec-
ture recently to the members of the Edinburgh
Philosophical Institution on the ¢ Dormecstica-
tion of Animals.” In the first instance, be
directed nttention to the history of the ox,
noticing briefly the different charancteristics
found in the wild and domestic species.
Speaking nfterwarda of the pig, he showed, by
reference to illustrations, how much this ani-
mal had become modified in -its form and
habits by domestication ; pointing out the-
way in which the wild pig fed itself was ex-
actly the way in which, after it was domesti-
cated, it wns not allowed to. feed, and that
while the pig in its natural state was furnished
with a remarkably long and strong snout, by
which it was enabled to dig up plants and
otherwise supply itself with nourishment, the
highly developed pig, as it now existed asa
machine for manufacturing fat, was often un--
able to open its mouth sufficiently to feed it-
selt,and had consequently to be supplied with
its meat from a bottle. Altogether, the man-
ner in which the pig had changed its appear-
ance indicated in a very remarkable way man’'s
powerof manufacturing, ag it were, new species
of animals. Speaking of the ox, the sheep
and tho pig as forming cne group of domesti-
cated animals the' lecturer gave it as hig

times a year, is o preservative against moths.

oL Stovepnes.—husty stovepipes may be
made to look nearly as good as new by simply
rubbing them over with a bit of eloth moist-
encd with sweel oil. Dy coating the entire
pipe, joints which are unlike in appearance
will be made uniforny and display a niee Tis-
tre.

Merron on Laws Recuavere—Cut some
slices of cold undertone mutton or lamb : put
into u fryingpun with cnough gravy or broth
to cover them. Qr, if you have neither of
themw, make a gravy of butter, warm waterand
cutsup.  eat to boiling, and stiv in pepper
and a great spoonful of currant jelly.  Send to
the table in a chafing dish, with the mmvy
poured about tlie nreat.

PARLoR OnNaMENTS —Suspend  an acorn by
u piece of thread tied abont within half an
inch of the surface of some wafer contained
in a tumbler or vase. allowing il remain un-
disturbed for severnl weeks. It will soon
burst open, and a small root seck the water,
while o struight green stem with tiny leaves
will shoot upwards. A little charceal will
keep it sweet.

e e @~ — e -
Afrfen as n Commercial Fleld.

Increasing attention is being given (o
Africa 88 & new commercinl field.  Various
railroads aro iu process of construction in
Algiers, aud now a line from Algiers to the
Niger ut Ramba is advoeated. There would
Le two branches—one to Timbuctoo, si as to
take in the trade of the Upper Niger, tho
otlier wonld touch al Bourrouu aud tap the
trade of {he Lower Niger.  Its whole Iength
would be 2,574 kilonaetres; 670 kilomcetres
would rur through the oasis of Touat. The
capital required fur thiz line would be 400
million francs ; bt it is not very likely that
it will be procurced, us there are such slight
difilcultivs in the way of such a line as
scarcity of water, moving sandds and hostile
tribes. The traflic on which its promoters
would count would be 50,000 tous of alfy,
15,000 do of dates, 50,000 do of cerenls; 20,600
do of cotton, indigo, skins and gums. Two
French explerers, by the way, have just added
a new river to our map of Afriea. Its name
is the Alima, and it is thouglt to be a con-
fluent of the Congo. It is 150 yards wide and
some sixteen feet in depth. )

Frost Pailterns,
From the London Globe,

The difficulties of the art of designing, in
the case of “set" or geometrical patterns,
have been greatly reduced by nrtificial contri-
vances. The fantastic forms created by the
kalcidoscope, where the manifold reflections
of a few bits of coloured glass, of half-a-dozen
pins, feathers, or other common objects, cause
themn to assume such exquisite shapes, have
been utilized by the carpet weaver and the
cotton printer, by tho wall-paper maker, and
others, as a source whence new and stricking
patterns can be obtained at will. Byprojecting
the reflection of the pattern formed ina kalei-
doscope on a white sheet, atter thee manner of
a “magic lantern " picture, the ever-changing
combinations can be magnified and retained
at will till & permanent copy has been taken
by artists or by the aid of photograply.
During the winter months, ‘many patterns,
cqually evanescent, and -perhaps still more
beautiful, are designedand traced on our win-
dows by the hand of Jack Frost, which, if
they could bo perpctuated -on paper, would
afford pleasure to the artistic eye and be a
source of - profit to the manufacturer of laces,
of wall papers, and of various textilc and other
fabricg for the adornment of which they are
80 wonderfully fitted. = These. patterns are
principally to be found on the windows of
bed-rooms, or other rooms in which there is. a
slow but regular supply of moisturo—as from
the breath—which nof finding a way of escape
up the chimney, flies to the window, and 1s
thers suddenly congealed on the pane, form-
ing-a gradually thickening and. spreading
incrustation of crystals of the most exquisite

opinion that it was one of those threec animals
that was first dordesticated and used by man
a3 a companion, and, stated that one point of

livéd  on' uplands. by preference-at certain
times of the year; and that there was a good
deal to justify the belief that men livingalso
-in-those uplands in’early times domesticated’

venjenit*to:his: hand, otherwise it ‘was quite
aonceivable that stags would have farnished.a

hey:did.- «T'wo birds; one of “which wag -
domeiticated and:the othar semi-domesticated’:
and: the :starling; had both,it!was
“become attached to man-while he!

delicacy of tuxture and outline. The regula-
rity. of shape and design in some of these
u frost patterr:s " is as ptriking as the eccen-
tricity of: others, but iu all thers is a chatse
besuty which is unrivalled. in.any. artificial
production. : Even. on the pavements of our
streets similar. patterns——of a:coarsér téxture,
of course~mey:be geen in:the sarly morning
after'a:frosty .night succeeding.:a'rainy.day.
.Bome of -thé-slabs in:the .pavement form:per-
»fect set' patterns,- with: every. corrésponding -
“portion perfectly. :matched ; “others:(bear more
‘fantastic ‘and:‘irregular -xnarks, buf :all are
worthy. of study and even:of photographic re- -
‘production. : . The.window patterns;-however, - -

ought,

-are naturally the most;delicate:and béautiful,

_ahd the most easily copied. =




