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MARRYING A MERCHA’\TI‘ ;

OR,

N'l

PRIDE PUNISHED.

¢ What do you think of Mr. Bradfcrd 7" ask-
eda youog lady to her [riend Josephwe Alli.
0.

s T think be’s nothing but a clerk,’ was tke
contemptuous response, accomponied by a pecus
Diar 10ss of the bead.

1 T gm stre I cannot see aoything to sneer at
10 the condition of a clerk,’ coptinued Josephine’s
¢companion.

¢ They are well enough in tberr place,’ wasthe
reply. tBat ] want to have none of these un-

" derstrappers runting after me.

« Well, there’s Mr, Hambleton.
clerk. What do you thiok of him ?’

11 think be’s a mechanic, and that’s a thou-
sand times worse! Marry a mechenic / T
bear my maiden pame to the grave fiest !

¢ 1{ he is a mechame be is domg a good busi-
ness, and be is an inteliigent man.’

¢T doo’t care if be is, He needn’t come
alter me, T can tell hime 1 am pot gomg to
lower myself by any such coapexion.’

¢ ]a what class do you expect to marry ?* ask-
ed the friend.

¢ Why, I expect to marry a merctant,’

¢ Wouldn’t a youog doctor do 7’

¢ No.’

t Why oot ?

t Because young doctors, unless they inherit
fortunes, generally cot their garments out af
very scant patierns.’ ’

t You look for the mosey, then ?°

] look to be well takep care of, and to be
qustuined in good society, when T marry.’

t Why not take a lawyer, then ?’

¢ Because they’re ditto.

¢ Or 8 mimster P

tDitto. I’se no notion of being compelled
+g cut and carve in order to mske a small -
come last throuzh tbe year I'm not one that
can sit down and make wy owao dresses this year,
apd next year slter them to smt the fashion—
buyiog a new bedy for an old skirt in the spring,
aod new sleeves for that in the fall, No, no—
Pm not an economist, Mary, and would advise
all youog fellows who expect an economical
mife, to steer clear of Josenhine Allison.

f Would you not be willing to share any lot 1o
hle with the man you really love 2

¢t No, I would not. When poverty comes
at the door, love, you know flies out of the win-
dow.’

11 do not kpow aay sueh thing, Josephine. Tn
wy opisicn, no change io external circumstances
can effect 1he love of a married pair, if that love
be truly founded.’

¢ Wy, really, Mary, I did cot suspect you of
a tendency to romance.’

Josephine Allison was the daughter of a hatter,
who had managed, by close attention to business,
to reise a large familv, and have a few thousands
of dollars left—say twenty thousand, This sum
divided amongst his eight childreo, would not. of
tourse, feave eiher of them very weslthy. But
a3 Mr. Allison was reputed to be a rich man,
his daughters bad plenty of beaux. And as
they, fike tbe beavx, had no very correct idea of
the extent of theiwr father’s wealth, they, very
natursliy, over-estimated 1t, and, as naturally,
over-estimated themselves w consequence.

Mr, Bradford, the young mao who had been
- lluded to by Josephine m a tone of contempt,
was chief clerk w a large mercantile house.—
-Haviog met Miss Allison frequently in company
—for, notwithstanding ber borror of clerks and
mechapics, she found 1t impossible, owing, 88 she
alleged, to the loose morals ol society, to avoid
toming tnto unpleassnt 'contact ‘with them—
Bradlord felt bimse}f a good deal drawn towards
her, He, therefore, sought ber company, and
endeavored to concibate ber favor. But her
mouner tomards him was cold and reserved.—

This be at first thought might be natural to ber,
bul, after a while, he observed that she could be
courteous and’ aﬁ'able, even on' o first wntroduce
tion, to some, aud as cold es an seicle to others.
The reason of this hé was unable to define ;. but
he Very soon mnde up: hlB mmd, that he at least

He’s not a
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would not at(empt lo cultivate the fnendshlp ol 'saw, a good opportunity for mentioning bis re-
one who seemed so evidently disinclined to re- ; quest.

ceive bim in the right spirit. So soon as his
eyes ceased to be dazzled by the stronger light,
he was enabled to see that which was far
more wteresttng and atiractive in the gentle:
amiable, and accomplished Mary Grant. An,
affection deeper, purer, calmer, and far more ra-
tional, took possession of bis mind—en affection
that found a return in the gentle bosom of Mary.

Ta the meantime, a Mr, Erskine, who bad just
npened a retail drp-goods-store, became ac-
quainted with Josephine, aad forthwith made a
bold assault upon the citidel of her heart. He
was a merchant, and, of course, all was right in
that respect, Josepbioe’s father had seen a ht-
tle of the world, and was, therefore, not so much
disposed to judge altogether by fiest appearancer,
But be was overruled by Mrs. Allison, who
wanted to be molther-in-law to a ¢ merchant,” as
much as Josepline wished to be the wife of a
like dwstinguwshed wndividucl.

In due time, Mr. Erskine made his offer for
the band of Josephice, and was accepted without
any unnecessary delay. Two months passed,
and theo they were married. DMr, Erskioe had
furaisbied bis house, for which he had engaged to
pay a high reat, in elegant style, for one who
was not 8 rich man. Aod certanly be was pot,
even if he were a ¢ merchant.’ To commenciog
business, be had not a single dollar 1n real eapi-
tal. Several jobbing houses bad umited in fur-
nishing bim with a fair stock of goods, because,
as g clerk, be bad beep active and shrewd, and
it was thought that he could not fail 1o do well,
if prudent. In DMr. Allison bhe thought that be
bad found s man, and in Josephwme, a girl who
would make quite a showy wife. Under these
views and feelings he had married. And, witha
view to mislead as to his real condition, be had
furnished kis house at twice Lhe expense required
to have made a very genteel appearznce,—
Ererything went oo f swimmiogly,’ as they say.
Josephive pever got tired of looking at and ad-
miring her beautiful bouse and furmture ; nor of
reflecting upoo ker own elevated position. She
visited and revisited visitors; went to parties,
and gave parties, with an untiring rehsba Never
bad she known what 1t was to enjay hfe before.
Everywbere she was received mith attention, for
was she not the wife of Mr, Erskine, ¢ merchant,’
i street 7

Time passed oo, and sundry square little bits
paper, handed 10 by a quiet matter-of-fact look-
ing incividual, began to accumulate op a Wwire
powt just over Mr, Erskive’s desk, stariog him
in the face, whenever he looked uvp 1n a musing
attitude, from morning unti pight, day after fay.
Presently, two or three of these notices would be
taken from.the  filfe every morniog, and checks
filled up, covering the amouat they called for, and
all dispatched to the bank, But for every ore
disposed of, twa would come 1 1ts places This
continued until the entire ba'ance in the bank
was drawn out,

¢ What must be done now? the merchant
asked of himself, ¢ Why 1 must bave an ac
commodation,’ was-the mental conclusion.. *But
who will go oo my paper ? 'That's the impor
tant question’ he went on toeay, ¢It’s only
three montbs simce [ was married, and I don’r
1 ke to come down on the old gestleman &o soon.
Lt me see. There are Wilson, and Jones, and
Hambleton. Can’t I ventare to ask one of
them? Tthiok so. There 1s Hambleton, He
has always sold me as free as the ars No
doubt be has parfect confidence ; and now that
I bave old Mr. Allison at my batk, will go on
my paper at a word. I will try him first, aoy—
baw.’ And, so saying, Erskine sought the store
of Mr. Hambleton, -

¢ Good morning, Erskine " said that indivi-
dual, smiling, aod extending bis hand in a frank,
eacouragng manner, ¢ What can I sell you
this morning 7

¢I don’t know. What have you that is new ¥

¢ Come up stairs and see Mr. Hambleton
replied. And the.two went up, and spent balf
an bour in turpiog over various kinds and stylen
of goods. After buyng several . packages, |

¢1 shall want a httle business favor, I believe,

! Mr. Hambleton,” he said, with a coolness that

which be did want, aod as’ weny more that he-

did, not wazt, Ersjrme‘ SAW, o7 thought that he

i &1d credit to bis gelf control.

¢Say on,” rephed Mr, Hambleton, with an
encouraging smile, ¢ aoything that we can do for
vou shall be most cheerful to me.’

*1n a word, then, Mr. Hambleton, I want a
good name oo a note. Most of my first pay-
ments are now falling due, and you keow tbat it
is impossible for 8 new begioner to meet every-
thing witbout a hitle help.?

¢ Of course 1t 13, but, 1 am sorry to tell you,
that 1t 1s entirely out of my power to aid you mn
that wap. Althougk downg business 1o my own
name, I have a partner, and our contract is posi
tive that oeither shall enderse or give ks note
without the consent of the other.’

t Wonld he oot let you do it for a small
amount, tn my case °

‘No, Ihave tried him several times:
be will not coosent.

¢ Do you thisk Wilson would object to doing
the favor 1 ask of you ?* Erakiue inquired, mus-
ingly.

*1 really camnot tell. 1 should thigk it
doubtful, bowever. Men n business are very
cautious m regard to these malters. So maay
pereons have been ruined by endorsing, that not
one likes to put bis name to paper.’

¢ Some other way will oper, then,” Erskine re-
plied, n a tone of assumed cheerfuloess. I
must bave 2o indorser,’ be s3td to himself, ay he
walked towards his store. But whoshall T get 7
There is Campbell—~1 could get him, I suppose.
But, if be endorses for me, I must do the same
for bim, and I don’t want to bave my pame too
common 10 the market. Besides, his 18 not the
most substantial coocera ia the city.’

Annther examinalion of bis cash account, and
an estimate of Lis pzyment and probable receipts
for the pext two months—during which (ime bis

but

‘heaviest obligations fell due—made him feel,

more than ever, the necessity of doing something.
Two or three efforts more were made to get an
indorsement by a substantial house, but falliug in
this, he at last called upon Campbell.

¢ I want your name on these notes,’ he saig,
presenting two bill drawn by himself in favor of
Camubell, for one thousand dollars each.’

¢ Certamly ! with the greatest of pleasure,?
rejomned Campbell, taking up a pen and placing
his vame, with a fourish, upon each of the notes.
As be handed them back to Erskine, be said, ¢ If
T can serve you in this way at any time, be sure
to call upon me.’

i You are certaioly very kmd,” Erskine sard,

‘Duriog tbe morning, be hnd bis two potes
cooveyed to the discouot boxes of two diflerent
banks, whose boards sat early on the succeeding
Jay. Campbell, he knew, was not esteemed i
be very sound. His paper was of the quality
called * weak® in the market, and never passed
vnless strongly bolstered up. His sleep during
that might was brief and troubled, for his pay-
menls on the next day were beavy, for one of
Ins business rescurces. At last it was sacer
tained that one note had been tisrown out and
tbe otber discounted. The relief experienced
from the proceeds of one note, was of o much
momeat to bim, that he bore the disappointment
of having the other returned with quite a philo-
sophic air, On the next day he succeeded in
getting that ooe hscounted also. He was pow
comparatively easy, The proceeds of these tw
notes carried him slong in bis payment quite
comfortably. About a week after his application
to Campbell, that mdmdual returned his pro-
fessional call.

¥ Oue good turn, they say, deserves another,
he said, laughing, as he came to the desk where
Erskioe was sitting. ¢ You were so kind as to
accept my wdorsement a few days 2go, and pow
I wish to return the favor, by esking your name
to this litcle bit of paper.

¢ Certaioly, certainly ! For how much a1t 7
responded Erskine.

¢ Only for fifteen bundred dollars.’

. The note was, of course, indorsed. As Erskine
thoug hit, at the time hé was wriling bis name;on
the back of the bill,:that ws ouly the: begmmng

ofa dangerous kind of business. Before three
months had expired, be had iodorsed for Camp-
bell to the amousnt of ten thousand dollars, and
Campbel! for bim to Lhe amount of six 1housand.
These operations had the eflfect of makiog Er-
skine’s busicess go on as smootbly as he could
wish, tor a time. But bis bills for furniture &e.,
now began to fall due, and be was agaw at bis
wits’ ends for the means whereby to meet his
engagemenls.  Borrowing money, to be re-
turned in a lew days, bad been resorted to, and
found to be a very troublesome and worrying
business. He had become involved in this to a
perplexing extent—borrowing to-day to pay one
friend aod to-morrow to pay another, and on the
next day to meet a note,

It was tewards the close of the first year of
s marriage, that Erskine found it impostible to
keep up, without some aid from his (atber-in-
law, Several of Campbell’s notes which had
fallen dae, that sndividua) had found himself uvp-
able to lift.  Of course Erskine bad to raise the
amouat to prevent his own name trom being dis-
hopored. His owp accommadation paper the
bavk refused to renew, unless be would give
them some better indorser, But one day 10
save himself presented itself, and that was to go
to Mr. Allison. The time for making use of
that long-contemplated resource bad now fully
come, and accordingly Erskine waited vpon bus
fatber mn-law, and made known his wishes,

¢ That is a thiog 1 have oever in mf life asked
of auy man,’ was toe reply. ‘I have seen so
many men roined by indorsing for others, that |
bave steadily persicted in peither asking nor
gronting sacha favor.

¢ But I can assure you, Mr. Allison, ihat
there 13 not the slightest dapger io this case,’
urged Erskioe.

* Is your name on any one's paper

This question Erskine had expected, and he
made vp s mind to answer * No,” and he did 8o
accordirgly, mith a promptness that deceived
Mr. Allison.

* How much money do you wapt ?°

¢ My hearvicst payments tall due this month;
and I must have at least six thovsand dollars
more than my sale and collections will reanz. ,
Afier that I sball be as easy aa an old shoe.?

1 don’t thiok any back will do my note for
so large a sum as six thousand dellars,?

tOh, yes,they will  But I did got thivk of
oftering a single note of that amount, It would
be betler to make three notes of two thoussod
dollara each, and have them done in different
banks.?

Su:ll the old man besitated, zud urged obyec
tioge § but these were all met aod set aside, At
last Erckine’s perseverance gaied the wictory,
and he got possession of three ot My, Allicop s
notes, to the amou.t of wix thousand dollars, the
sum for which he had acked. These went
tbrough the Sunks as scon as offered.

Everything weat on again, for a short time,
as smooth as a summer sea; and Erskine suf
fered hunself once more to relapse into a false
security.  He purchased more freely. and com-
menced mwiting some of the country merchants
to make bills with him, suffering them to take
goods on a emall advance, at a credit of mine
and twelve monthe, for which he bad to pay io
four and mix montha, While these things were
gnog oo, his wile wae passing the lime in ples
sant unconsciousoess of the precipice towards
which she was approaching. She felt mere and
more ¢ uphfied’ every day, in coosequence of her
position in saciety, as the wife of 3 * merchant,
and had even ceased to remember some three or

| four of her yoang friends who bad been so vul-

gar as to marry into the ¢common herd® below
her.

¢ It really time that you were -mamed,’ she
said to her friend, Mary Grant, ubout a gear
after her own bappy escape from the delights of
single blessedaess, ¢ and I know the one who
will suit you.?

¢ Do you, wdeed! Who’s he 2

‘He’s a young merchaut, who has beenio
busi>ss about a year.’

¢ Well, what is bis name ?

¢ Edwar1 Packios? .

-Mary shook her head. <

: \Vhr do shake your head and look such de-
cided opposition

¢ Because Edward Perkins is not exac!ly the
map for me, i be 13 a merchant.?

¢ Why not

¢ He does not sut my fancy, Josepbine, and
would pot if be were the prince of merchants.’

* Who does suit your fancy then, Mary ? For
I am sure I canaot tell.

¢ As we are ou this subject, Josephine, I will
tell you, more particularly, as oce of my errands
bere this morning was to mform you that I am
to be married 1 a couple of weeks,’

¢ Married! Why you take me all by surprise.
And now that you bave told me that much, tell
me who the happy fellow 13,

¢ His narae 18 Bradford,
bim.’

* Mary, you cannot be w earnest?® Mrs, Er-
skine said, 1 a changod tone, and with a sobered
countenance,

¢ And why not, Josephine 7

* Marry Mr. Brsdlord ! Surely you cannot
be 1 earnest 7

Marry 2 clerk! A mere nobody !?

“ He 15 a man, and a gentleman * was Mary's
firm and digmfied reply. ¢ And further Mrs.
Erskine as T bave just intimated, be 18 (o be-
come my hosband 10 two weeks. You will,
therefore see the propriety of chosing your words
rather more carefully,’

¢ Certainly, Mary, and T must apologize, T
suppose {or my seemmng rudesess. Bul, indeed;
@hat you say paias me exceediogly. Surelp you
are not going to reduce yourself to tha level of
a mao who 1s only aclerk. Dan’t you see, that
vou will at coce Jose your station in society

¢ Most cheerfully will I give up any position
that T have held, to become the wife of the man
I bave chosen. But 1 do not fear any such re-
sult in this case.’

* You wilt find yoursell mistaken, then, I can
tell you,” Mrs. Erskine replied, drawing herself
up with & eertain digatfied air,

¢ do not fear it. I know of po one who will
think sny the less of me,?

¢ If they do not thiuk the less of you, Mary,
still you caonot be admitted, except alone, iato
goed sncrety.?

s Haw do you inean alone I’

¢ mean mithnut your hushand.’

¢ And do you really thiok,” Josepbine, that I
would place my foot over any threshold where
my bushand was not admitted P

*1am sure ] caonot tell how you would do,
Mary, but such an 1sterdiction there will most
certainly be.’

¢ Here, I suppose, among other places 7’ Mery
Graat said, in a calm tone.

¢ I canoot say no, Mary,” was Mrs. Erskine’s
reply.

The indignant gir] said no more, but instantly
arose from the chair and left the house.

When her busband came home in the evening,
Jasepaine related the whole circumstances to bim.

¢ Surely you cannot be in earnest! he md n
tones of profound surprise,

‘Tndeed, then, I am 1n earnest. Do you think
T am going to throw my house open for the res
ception of every kind of people.’

¢ Jocephine, you know pot what you are
doing,” Mr. Erckine rcplied with a troubled as—
pect of countenance. ¢ There are few men'more
generally esteemed than Mr. Bradford for gentle-
manly deportment and ugwavering integrity of
character.’

¢ Yes, but he is only a clerk.’

¢ And so was your hushand only a clerk once.’

¢ That is pothing. Fle 13 nat a clerk.)

¢ Neither will Bradford he a clerk after the
firs* of next month, when he will become a par.t-
ner in ooe of the oldest and best honses in the
erty. I only wish that I waa in bis place, for I
koow that 1o five years from this time he mll be
worth ten dollars for my one,’ :

¢ You are jesting with me,’ Mrs, Erskioe md,

I suppose you kaow

as a sudden paleness overspread her. counten-' ~;

ance. ‘1 wust go and see Mary and apa.ogaze
for what I have s1id,” Josephme remarked after -
a long-and. pawful silesce,

would be received,” her hnsband replied. 'Tha
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. *1 should not suppose-that any:such: apology



